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NONE SHOULD BE STIGMATISED FOR A CRIME
COMMITTED AS A JUVENILE: SC

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

A person should not be stigmatised for a crime committed as a juvenile, the Supreme Court has
held.

The law requires all past records of a juvenile’s crime to be erased to afford him a fresh start in
life.

The objective of the Juvenile Justice Act is to reintegrate a person who committed a crime while
under 18 rather than punishing him perpetually.

A Bench of Justices U.U. Lalit and Vineet Saran made the observations in a short judgment on
November 29 while upholding the appointment of a man as a SI in the Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF).

The authorities had cancelled his appointment after it was revealed in an official form that a
criminal case had once been registered against him for teasing a girl while he was a juvenile.

However, he was acquitted after the girl’s parents had ‘pardoned’ him and refrained from
testifying in court.

The Rajasthan government had ordered the government to appoint him, but the Centre chose to
appeal to the apex court, last year.

The judgment, authored by Justice Saran, upheld the High Court decision.
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TRANSGENDERS’ BILL 2019 DENIES THE COMMUNITY
TO DECIDE THEIR OWN IDENTITY — A RIGHT
GRANTED BY THE SC

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Other Rights

© 2019 The Indian Express Ltd.
All Rights Reserved

Revathi is a transgender activist, writer and actor. Her autobiography, Vellai Mozhi, is out in
English as The Truth About Me: A Hijra Life Story. She also does solo performances based on it.

Transgender Bharatanatyam dancer Nartaki Nataraj (from Tamil Nadu) was the first transwoman
to claim her identity as Thirunangai. The term was later adopted by the Tamil Nadu government
through an order. Kalaignar M Karunanidhi, who issued this government order as chief minister,
insisted that derogatory terms such as onbathu (nine), ali or pombalachatti to refer to a
transgender should be done away with and that they should be addressed as Thirunangai — a
respectable, dignified term.

In Tamil Nadu, the respectable term came to be accepted by almost everybody. The
transgender community in Tamil Nadu expressed its gratitude to Kalaignar. Since this
government order, the media has been addressing us as Thirunangai. It is pertinent to note that
the present state government in Tamil Nadu has removed the term Thirunangai and replaced it
with “third gender”.

In keeping with the Supreme Court’s direction, DMK MP Tiruchi Siva introduced a private
member’s Bill for the rights of the transgender community. This includes the rights of the
community to safety, education, employment and identity. The transgender community across
India welcomed this move and expressed their gratitude to Siva for the same.

But today, the Centre and the state government have created an undesirable situation for the
transgender community as a whole. The present Bill of the Centre seeks to deny the right of the
transgender community to decide their own identity — a right granted by the Supreme Court.

This inevitably gives rise to questions: How can a third person decide my identity or my gender?
Who else will know who I really am? My gender is my right. Is it not well within my right to decide
if I am a man, woman, transman or a transwoman? Can anyone deny that the Supreme Court
has reiterated this right of ours?

The Bill is not just a transgression of our rights reaffirmed by the Supreme Court but also a gross
violation of human rights. The Bill does not augur well for democracy and freedom. I could only
understand the decision of this government to undo a good move of the previous government as
an outcome of political vendetta. I firmly believe that a new government should work upon the
already existing good schemes in the interest and welfare of its people. Unfortunately, in this Bill,
this is not the case.

I also firmly believe in individuals’ right to decide their identity. I wish to identify myself as a
woman. I know many Thirunambis (transmen) who wanted to identify themselves as men. (The
Bill effectively tramples on our rights and wishes to be identified as we would want to be.)

The identity “third gender” raises many questions. Who are categorised as first gender? If it is

https://indianexpress.com/article/research/muthuvel-karunanidhi-from-failing-class-x-to-scripting-the-history-of-modern-tamil-nadu/
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men, are they superior to women? Does it imply that transgender are inferior to women? On
what basis is humankind discriminated as such? Former Tamil Nadu chief minister

J Jayalalithaa (the state government still claims to be led by her in spirit) often said she was
made of the people and she exists for the people. Aren’t those who follow her duty-bound to
honour those words and work in the interests of people, heeding to their views and rights?

The Central government should examine if the Bill recently passed is in accordance with the
order passed by the Supreme Court and wishes of the transgender community. It should also
examine if the Bill will really ensure the safety of the transgender community and act in
deference to the wishes of the community.

I wish to make it clear that as a community we hold no grudges towards any government. We
wish to offer assistance to the government in all welfare schemes that it would want to carry out
for the people. But at the same time, we have the right to protest against a Bill or a scheme
thrust on us against our interest.

I still believe that I am born in a free and democratic country. By passing this Bill, I record with
pain that the government will only push us back by 50 years, undoing all the good measures that
have happened in society. The governments should reconsider their acts and do what will take
us forward as a community.

This article first appeared in the print edition on December 1, 2019 under the title ‘My gender is
my right’. Revathi is a transgender activist, writer and actor. Her autobiography, Vellai Mozhi, is
out in English as The Truth About Me: A Hijra Life Story. She also does solo performances
based on it. Translated from Tamil by Kavitha Muralidharan
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END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://indianexpress.com/about/jayalalithaa


Page 6

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.prsindia.org Date : 2019-12-02

THE PROHIBITION OF ELECTRONIC CIGARETTES
(PRODUCTION, MANUFACTURE, IMPORT, EXPORT,
TRANSPORT, SALE, DISTRIBUTION, STORAGE AND
ADVERTISEMENT) BILL, 2019

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The Prohibition of Electronic Cigarettes (Production, Manufacture, Import, Export, Transport,
Sale, Distribution, Storage, and Advertisement) Bill, 2019 was introduced in Lok Sabha by
the Minister of Health and Family Welfare, Dr. Harsh Vardhan. It replaces an Ordinance
promulgated in September 2019.  The Bill seeks to prohibits the production, trade, storage,
and advertisement of electronic cigarettes.
 

●

Electronic cigarettes: The Bill defines electronic cigarettes (e-cigarettes) as electronic
devices that heat a substance, which may contain nicotine and other chemicals, to
create vapour for inhalation.  These e-cigarettes can also contain different flavours
and include all forms of electronic nicotine delivery systems, heat-not-burn products,
e-hookahs, and other similar devices.
 

●

Banning of e-cigarettes: The Bill prohibits the production, manufacture, import,
export, transport, sale, distribution and advertisement of e-cigarettes in India.  Any
person who contravenes this provision will be punishable with imprisonment of up to
one year, or a fine of up to one lakh rupees, or both.  For any subsequent offence, the
person will be punishable with an imprisonment of up to three years, along with a fine
of up to five lakh rupees.
 

●

Storage of e-cigarettes: Under the Bill, no person is allowed to use any place for the
storage of any stock of e-cigarettes.  If any person stores any stock of e-cigarettes,
he will be punishable with an imprisonment of up to six months, or a fine of up to Rs
50,000 or both. 
 

●

Once the Bill comes into force, the owners of existing stocks of e-cigarettes will have to
declare and deposit these stocks at the nearest office of an authorised officer.  Such an
authorised officer may be a police officer (at least at the level of a sub-inspector), or any
other officer as notified by the central or state government.
 

●

Powers of authorised officers: If an authorised officer believes that any provision of
the Bill has been contravened, he can search any place where trade, production,
storage or advertising of e-cigarettes is being undertaken.  The authorised officer can
seize any record or property connected to e-cigarettes found during the search. 
Further, he may take the person connected with the offence into custody.

●

/vef/load/ad9f16bb56218012bab8a957cbaa9b7e?width=640&height=365
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If the property or records found during the search cannot be seized, the authorised officer
can make an order to attach such property, stocks or records.

●

 

DISCLAIMER: This document is being furnished to you for your information.  You may choose to reproduce or
redistribute this report for non-commercial purposes in part or in full to any other person with due
acknowledgement of PRS Legislative Research (“PRS”).  The opinions expressed herein are entirely those of
the author(s).  PRS makes every effort to use reliable and comprehensive information, but PRS does not
represent that the contents of the report are accurate or complete.  PRS is an independent, not-for-profit
group.  This document has been prepared without regard to the objectives or opinions of those who may
receive it.
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TAKING STOCK OF THE ANTI-AIDS FIGHT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of People with HIV-AIDS - Schemes & their

Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), adopted by member countries of the United
Nations in 2015, set a target of ending the epidemics of AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria by 2030
(SDG 3.3). The key indicator chosen to track progress in achieving the target for HIV-AIDS is
“the number of new HIV infections per 1,000 uninfected population, by sex, age and key
populations”. In the terminology of HIV prevention and control, the phrase “key populations”
refers to: men who have sex with men; people who use injected drugs; people in prisons and
other closed settings; sex workers and their clients, and transgender persons.

In order to infuse energy and urgency into global efforts to combat HIV-AIDS and complement
the prevention target set by the SDGs, an ambitious treatment target was also adopted through
UNAIDS, the lead UN agency that coordinates the battle against HIV. The “90-90-90” target
stated that by 2020, 90% of those living with HIV will know their HIV status, 90% of all people
with diagnosed HIV infection will receive sustained anti-retroviral therapy and 90% of all people
on such therapy will have viral suppression. The gaps in detection, initiation of drug therapy and
effective viral control were to be bridged to reduce infectivity, severe morbidity and deaths from
undetected and inadequately treated persons already infected with HIV, even as prevention of
new infections was targeted by SDG 3.3.

Where are we, at the end of 2019, on the road to the 2020 and 2030 targets? While much
success has been achieved in the past 20 years in the global battle against AIDS, there has
been a slowdown in progress which seems to place the targets out of reach. There has to be a
fresh surge of high-level political commitment, financial support, health system thrust, public
education, civil society engagement and advocacy by affected groups — all of which were part
of the recipe for rapid progress in the early part of this century.

It is the confluence of those ingredients that made it possible for the world to achieve a reduction
in new HIV infections by 37% between 2000 and 2018. HIV-related deaths fell by 45%, with 13.6
million lives saved due to Anti-Retroviral Therapy (ART). Not only were effective drugs
developed to combat a disease earlier viewed as an inescapable agent of death but they also
became widely available due to generic versions generously made available by Indian generic
manufacturers, led by the intrepid Yusuf Hamied. A rush of public and private financing flowed
forth in a world panicked by the pandemic. Ignorance and stigma were vigorously combated by
coalitions of HIV-affected persons who were energetically supported by enlightened sections of
civil society and the media. Never before had the world of global health resonated so readily to
the rallying cry for adopting a rights-based approach and assuring access to life-saving
treatments. According to a recent report by UNAIDS, of the 38 million persons now living with
HIV, 24 million are receiving ART, as compared to only 7 million nine years ago.

Why then the concern now? At the end of 2018, while 79% of all persons identified as being
infected by HIV were aware of the fact, 62% were on treatment and only 53% had achieved viral
suppression — falling short of the 90-90-90 target set for 2020. Due to gaps in service provision,
770,000 HIV-affected persons died in 2018 and 1.7 million persons were newly affected. There
are worryingly high rates of new infection in several parts of the world, especially among young
persons. Only 19 countries are on track to reach the 2030 target. While improvements have
been noted in eastern and southern Africa, central Asia and eastern Europe have had a setback,
with more than 95% of the new infections in those regions occurring among the ‘key
populations’. Risk of acquiring HIV infection is 22 times higher in homosexual men and
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intravenous drug users, 21 times higher in in sex workers and 12 times more in transgender
persons.

There are several reasons for the slowdown in progress. The success achieved in the early part
of this century, through a determined global thrust against the global threat, led to a complacent
assumption of a conclusive victory. The expanded health agenda in the SDGs stretched the
resources of national health systems, even as global funding streams started identifying other
priorities. Improved survival rates reduced the fear of what was seen earlier as dreaded death
and pushed the disease out of the headlines. The information dissemination blitz that
successfully elevated public awareness on HIV prevention did not continue to pass on the risk-
related knowledge and strong messaging on prevention-oriented behaviours to a new
generation of young persons. Vulnerability of adolescent girls to sexual exploitation by older men
and domineering male behaviours inflicting HIV infection on unprotected women have been
seen as factors contributing to new infections in Africa.

Even the improved survival rates in persons with HIV bring forth other health problems that
demand attention. Risk factors for cardiovascular disease are high among survivors as they age,
with anti-retroviral drugs increasing the risk of atherosclerosis. Other infectious diseases, such
as tuberculosis can co-exist and cannot be addressed by a siloed programme. Mental health
disorders are a challenge in persons who are on lifelong therapy for a serious disease that
requires constant monitoring and often carries stigma.

The Indian experience has been more positive but still calls for continued vigilance and
committed action. HIV-related deaths declined by 71% between 2005 and 2017. HIV infection
now affects 22 out of 10,000 Indians, compared to 38 out of 10,000 in 2001-03. India has an
estimated 2.14 million persons living with HIV and records 87,000 estimated new infections and
69,000 AIDS-related deaths annually. Nine States have rates higher than the national
prevalence figure. Mizoram leads with 204 out of 10,000 persons affected. The total number of
persons affected in India is estimated to be 21.40 lakh, with females accounting for 8.79 lakh.
Assam, Mizoram, Meghalaya and Uttarakhand showed an increase in numbers of annual new
infections. The strength of India’s well established National AIDS Control Programme, with a
cogent combination of prevention and case management strategies, must be preserved.

Drug treatment of HIV is now well founded with an array of established and new anti-viral drugs.
The success of drug treatment to prevent mother-to-child transmission, pre-exposure
prophylaxis (PrEP) and post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP), and male circumcision, especially
among MSM population, is well-documented. Given the wide diversity of the HIV virus strains,
development of a vaccine has been highly challenging but a couple of candidates are in early
stage trials. However, mere technical innovations will not win the battle against HIV-AIDS.
Success in our efforts to reach the 2030 target calls for resurrecting the combination of political
will, professional skill and wide ranging pan-society partnerships that characterised the high tide
of the global response in the early part of this century. The theme of the World AIDS day this
year (“Ending the HIV/AIDS Epidemic: Community by Community) is a timely reminder that
community wide coalitions are needed even as highly vulnerable sections of the community are
targeted for protection in the next phase of the global response.

K. Srinath Reddy is President, Public Health Foundation of India, and author of ‘Make in India:
Reaching a Billion Plus’. The views expressed are personal
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Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their

Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Tribal Affairs

Primitive Tribals in Hilly/Forest Areas

Posted On: 02 DEC 2019 6:02PM by PIB Delhi

There are certain tribal communities who have declining or stagnant population, low level of
literacy, pre-agricultural level of technology and are economically backward. These groups are
among the most vulnerable section of our society as they are few in numbers, have not attained
any significant level of social and economic development and generally inhabit remote localities
having poor infrastructure and administrative support.  75 such groups have been identified and
categorized as Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs).

Ministry of Tribal Affairs is implementing the scheme of “Development of PVTGs” which covers
these 75 PVTGs for the activities like education, housing, land distribution, land development,
agricultural development, animal husbandry, construction of link roads, installation of non-
conventional sources of energy for lighting purpose, social security or any other innovative
activity meant for the comprehensive socio-economic development of PVTGs. Under the
scheme, State Governments submits Conservation-cum-Development (CCD) Plans on the basis
of their requirement. 100% grants-in-aid are made available to States as per the provisions of
the scheme. The monitoring mechanism put in place is as detailed below:-

 (i)   Utilization Certificates are insisted upon as a pre-requisite for further release of
funds as per the norms of GFR;

(ii)    Progress reports regarding the status of implementation of schemes is obtained;

(iii)  Officers while visiting States/UTs also ascertain the progress of implementation of
various schemes/ programmes of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs;

(iv)  Meetings/ Conferences are convened at the Central level with State officials for
ensuring timely submission of proposals, speeding up of implementation of the
schemes/ programmes, and reviewing the physical and financial progress;

(v)    The physica l  progress of  works sanct ioned under the schemes
including“Development of PVTGs” is monitored through online system of Ministry of
Tribal Affairs - http://stcmis.gov.in/smis wherein real time data has to be uploaded by
the State Government.

The details of the funds released and Utilization Certificate (UC) submitted by the
Government of Chhattisgarh during the last three years and current year under the scheme of
“Development of PVTGs” are as under:

(Rs. in lakh)

2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20

Funds
Released

UC
Received

Funds
Released

UC
Received

Funds
Released

UC
Received

Funds
Released (as



Page 12

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

on 28.11.2019)

1230.00 1230.00 1089.50 1089.50 1051.50 1051.50 671.96

 

 

STATE-WISE PARTICULARLY VULNERABLE TRIBAL GROUPS (PVTGS)

 

Name of the State Name of PVTGs

Andhra Pradesh
(including Telangana)

Bodo Gadaba1.

Bondo Poroja2.

Chenchu3.

Dongria Khond4.

Gutob Gadaba5.

Khond Poroja6.

Kolam7.

Kondareddis8.

Konda Savaras9.

Kutia Khond10.

Parengi Poroja11.

Thoti12.

Bihar (including
Jharkhand)

13. Asurs

14. Birhor

15. Birjia

16. Hill Kharia

17. Korwas

18. Mal Paharia

19. Parhaiyas

20. Sauria Paharia

21. Savar

Gujarat

Kathodi22.

Kotwalia23.

Padhar24.

Siddi25.

Kolgha26.

Karnataka
JenuKuruba27.

Koraga28.

Kerala Cholanaikayan29.
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(a section of Kattunaickans)

Kadar30.

Kattunayakan31.

Kurumbas32.

Koraga33.

Madhya Pradesh
(including Chhattisgarh)

Abujh Marias34.

Baigas35.

Bharias36.

Hill Korbas37.

Kamars38.

Saharias39.

Birhor40.

Maharashtra

Katkaria (Kathodia)41.

Kolam42.

Maria Gond43.

Manipur 44. Marram Nagas

Orissa

45. Birhor

46. Bondo

47. Didayi

48. Dongria-Khond

49. Juangs

50. Kharias

51. Kutia Kondh

52. Lanjia Sauras

53. Lodhas

54. Mankidias

55. Paudi Bhuyans

56. Soura

57. Chuktia Bhunjia

Rajasthan 58. Seharias

Tamil Nadu

Kattu Nayakans59.

Kotas60.

Kurumbas61.

Irulas62.

Paniyans63.

Todas64.

Tripura 65. Reangs

Uttar Pradesh Buxas66.
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(including Uttarakhand) Rajis67.

West Bengal

68. Birhor

69. Lodhas

70. Totos

Andaman & Nicobar
Islands

Great Andamanese71.

Jarawas72.

Onges73.

Sentinelese74.

Shom Pens75.

 

This information was given by Union Minister of State for Tribal Affairs Smt. Renuka Singh Saruta
in a written reply in Lok Sabha today.

*****

NB/SK/jk/Tribal Affairs-LS-1/02-12-2019

(Release ID: 1594553) Visitor Counter : 184

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



Page 15

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-12-03
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various

Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Ministry of Labour & Employment

National Pension Scheme for Traders, Shopkeepers and
Self-Employed Persons

Posted On: 02 DEC 2019 3:03PM by PIB Delhi

National Pension Scheme for Traders, Shopkeepers and Self-Employed Persons
(originally proposed name was, Pradhan Mantri Laghu Vyapari Maan-dhan Scheme)
has been launched on 12.09.2019. It is a voluntary and contributory pension
scheme.  Enrolment to the Scheme is done through the Common Service Centres,
with its network of 3.50 lakh Centres across the country.  In addition eligible persons
can also self-enroll through visiting the portal www.maandhan.in. The traders in the
age group of 18-40 years with an annual turnover, not exceeding Rs.1.5 crore and
who are not a member of EPFO/ESIC/NPS/PM-SYM or an income tax payer, can join
the scheme. Under the scheme, 50% monthly contribution is payable by the
beneficiary and equal matching contribution is paid by the Central Government.
Subscribers, after attaining the age of 60 years, are eligible for a monthly minimum
assured pension of Rs.3,000/-. As the Scheme has been launched on 12th

September, 2019. It envisages a coverage of about 50 lakh enrolments under the
Scheme for 2019-20. In order to achieve this, various measures including celebration
of Pension Week/ Pension Saptah have been taken.  All State/UT Governments were
requested for popularizing and bringing more awareness about the Scheme.  The
progress of the Scheme is being reviewed regularly in the Ministry at senior level with
State/UT Governments, for taking initiatives under Mission Mode.

 

This information was given by Shri Santosh Kumar Gangwar Union Minister of State
(I/C) for Labour and Employment in written reply to a question in Lok Sabha today.

 

******

RCJ/SKP/IA

(Release ID: 1594477) Visitor Counter : 273

Read this release in: Urdu , Bengali

END
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-12-03
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues

Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports

Residential Coaching Programmes for Sportspersons

Posted On: 02 DEC 2019 1:03PM by PIB Delhi

Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports provides for training to identified talented sportspersons in
the age group of 8-25 years. At present 14669 sportspersons are getting training under various
schemes of the Ministry, Out of these 8701 sportspersons are getting full time residential
training. Trainees are provided assistance in the form of coaching, sports equipment, boarding,
lodging, sports kit, competition exposure, educational expenses, medical/ insurance and stipend
as per the scheme norms.

Running of coaching at training centres/academies is an ongoing activity. Presently, total 2179
sportspersons (1432 Boys & 747 Girls) are being trained at 32 centres in the North Eastern
Region.  Eligibility criteria for selection of sportspersons for regular training under various
schemes are in public domain and are available at https://sportsauthorityofindia.nic.in and
https://kheloindia.gov.in .

 

The residential trainee athletes undergo regular sports coaching/ training in the morning and
evening sessions under the expert guidance of coaches. Trainee athletes are encouraged to
continue their studies by seeking admission in nearby schools, colleges or distant education
programmes, choice of which is left to the athlete.

 

Number of athlete in residential training facilities depends upon merit-cum-choice of the
identified potential talent. All identified talented potential under Talent Search and Development
vertical of Khelo India Scheme have exercised their options for residential training or otherwise.

 

This Information was given by the Minister of State (I/C) for Youth Affairs and Sports,         Shri
Kiren Rijiju in a written reply in the Rajya Sabha today.

*****

TFK
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Ministry of Women and Child Development

Vice President Launches POSHAN Anthem

Posted On: 03 DEC 2019 6:00PM by PIB Delhi

Vice President of India, M. Venkaiah Naidu launched the POSHAN Anthem in New Delhi today.
Minister of Women and Child Development, Smriti Zubin Irani, Minister of State for Women and
Child Development, Debashree Choudhary, Vice Chairman NITI Aayog, Rajiv Kumar, Secretary
Ministry of Women and Child Development, Rabindra Panwar, Neerja Choudhary, convener of
Citizen’s Alliance Against Malnutrition were present on this occasion. Representatives of partner
Ministries and Development Partners also attended the event.

The aim of the POSHAN Anthem is to inspire people to join the movement to fight the scourge of
malnutrition. Speaking on this occasion the Vice President of India congratulated Prasoon Joshi
and Shankar Mahadevan, the lyricist and music composer and singer of the anthem and hoped
that through this song the message of nutrition will reach each and every corner of the country.
He appreciated the efforts of the Ministry of Women and Child Development in using innovative
tools to take the message of nutrition to all citizens of India. The Vice President also urged that
the anthem may be sung in as many regional languages as possible so that it becomes a song
of the people. The overriding priority of all legislators, administrators, civil society activists and
citizens must be to ensure that all children of the country get the best possible childhood added
the Vice President. He further said that the 1.3 million Anganwadi workers are the nutrition
warriors and change agents who are at the forefront of this battle against malnutrition. He hoped
that the song will become an anthem and lead to a nutrition revolution to transform India in to a
malnutrition free country by 2022.

The song with simple words and tune can be sung by all and will encourage citizens to take up
the eradication of malnutrition in the country as a mission. The anthem covers issues of women
and children like anaemia and it also embodies the aspirations of young Indians. There are
references to water and cleanliness that will inspire Indians to join in the movement for Swacch,
Swasth and Shrestha Bharat.

The Anthem has been written by Prasoon Joshi and composed and sung by Shankar
Mahadevan.

The POSHAN Abhiyaan through the use of technology, a targeted approach and convergence
among stakeholders is attempting to reduce the level of stunting, under-nutrition, anaemia and
low birth weight in children. It is also focussing on adolescent girls, pregnant women and
lactating mothers, thereby addressing malnutrition holistically.

With an objective to sustain and intensify the POSHAN Jan Andolan, the Ministry of Women and
Child Development has conceptualized a Poshan Anthem. This will help in increasing visibility of
the Abhiyaan and also generate awareness among citizens on nutrition. The POSHAN (PM’s
Overarching Scheme for Holistic Nourishment) Abhiyan was launched in March 2018 by Prime
Minister of India.

The goal of Poshan Abhiyaan is to achieve improvement in nutritional status of Children (0-6
years) and Pregnant Women and Lactating Mothers (PW&LM) in a time bound manner in next
three-year period beginning 2017-18.
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For achieving the above targets, Poshan Abhiyaan is to ensure convergence of all nutrition
related schemes of the Ministry of Women and Child Development on the target population. 
This includes convergence of Anganwadi Services, Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana,
Scheme for Adolescent Girls of Ministry of Women & Child Development; Janani Suraksha
Yojana (JSY), National Health Mission (NHM) of Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Swachh
Bharat Mission of Ministry of Jal Shakti; Public Distribution System (PDS) of Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, Food& Public Distribution (CAF&PD), Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) of Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD) and
other programmatic interventions of Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation,  Ministry of
Panchayati Raj, Ministry of Tribal Affairs and  Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs. 
Convergence Action Plan guidelines in this regard have been issued to all the States/UTs and
line Ministries.

Link for POSHAN Anthem : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ONiHwy9fo4U

 

***

MM/ SB 
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Vice President's Secretariat

 ‘International Day of Persons with Disabilities’ must be
renamed as ‘International Day of Persons with Special
Abilities’: Vice President;

Calls for building an inclusive society sensitive to the
needs of differently-abled

Creation of accessible infrastructure is of paramount
importance: VP

Schools must inculcate sensitivity towards disability
among children early in their lives: VP;

Calls for enhanced road safety and workplace safety to
prevent debilitating accidents

Changing social attitude towards disability is crucial: VP;

Need to encourage good cinema on the topic of disability:
VP

Presents National Awards for the Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities -2019

Posted On: 03 DEC 2019 3:13PM by PIB Delhi

The Vice President, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu today said that ‘International Day of
Persons with Disabilities’ must be renamed as ‘International Day of Persons with
Special Abilities’, to reflect the enormous potential and capabilities that differently-
abled people posses and to dispel the stigma that society attaches to disability. “They
are certainly role models for many others and can make immense contribution to the
cause of nation building, given the right kind of environment and opportunities”, he
added.

He was addressing the gathering after presenting the National Awards for the
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Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities on the occasion of the International Day of
Persons with Disabilities.

Expressing deep concern at the evidently severe problems faced by differently-abled,
in terms of their social and economic conditions, Shri Naidu said that we must build
an inclusive society that is respectful and sensitive to the needs of the differently-
abled.

He spoke of the need to provide right nutrition and care to pregnant mothers and
young children and to create good and accessible medical facilities across rural India.

Stating that early identification of disability is crucial, he said that it would enable us to
undertake effective interventions from the beginning for rehabilitation measures and
empowerment of the affected persons. “There is also a need to harmonize the
immunization and disease prevention programmes with appropriate rehabilitatory
models at least at the District level”, he added, citing eradication of Polio is an
excellent example of such coordinated efforts.

To minimise the disabilities from accidents, we need to improve road and workplace
safety.

Referring to government reports that say road injuries caused 65% more disabilities
in 2016 than in 1990, the Vice President called for improving road safety and
spreading awareness about safe driving. He termed the recent amendments in Motor
Vehicles Act as a step in the right direction.

The Vice President emphasized that a change in society’s attitude towards disability
is crucial and added that differently-abled persons are not objects of ‘sympathy’ and
‘pity’ and must instead be given ‘empathy’ and ‘support’.

Shri Naidu said that all schools must strive to inculcate sensitivity towards disability in
children early in their lives.

He applauded mainstream Indian cinema for creating many appreciable movies on
the topic of disability and said that it is a good trend that needs to be further
encouraged to change people’s perception about disability.

The Vice President applauded the Government’s initiatives to systematically address
the challenges faced by the persons with disabilities, such as the amendment of
Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act in 2016.

Stating that education is the key to empowerment of every person including persons
with disabilities, Shri Naidu called for setting up more inclusive schools and special
schools to ensure that each disabled child gets good quality education.

Observing that creating accessible environment for persons with disabilities is of
paramount importance, the Vice President said that there is a need to develop
collaborative efforts among all stakeholders for developing barrier free environment
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for the Persons with Disabilities. He urged the corporate and the private entities to
take all steps possible to make their infrastructure accessible to persons with
disabilities.

Speaking of the need to include persons with disabilities in social and cultural
activities, especially in sporting events, Shri Naidu said that it would instil a sense of
inclusion and confidence amongst the persons with disabilities. He also applauded
our sportspersons have constantly done country proud in Paralympics.

Shri Thaawarchand Gehlot, Hon’ble Union Minister of Social Justice &
Empowerment, Shri Krishan Pal Gurjar, Hon’ble Minister of State for Social Justice &
Empowerment, Shri Ramdas Athavale, Hon’ble Minister of State for Social Justice &
Empowerment, Shri Rattan Lal Kataria, Hon’ble Minister of State for Social Justice &
Empowerment and others were present on the occasion.

Following is the full text of the speech –

“Dear Sisters and brothers,

It is indeed a pleasure for me to be present amidst you on this occasion of
presentation of National Awards for the empowerment of persons with disabilities on
the occasion of the International Day of Persons with Disabilities.

The name of this ‘Day’ should have been the International Day of Persons
withSpecial Abilities.

We have many of these remarkable men and women with special abilities amidst us
who have excelled in a number of fields. Given the right kind of environment and
opportunities they can make immense contribution to the cause of nation building.

Today, we are honouring some of these great achievers for their achievements.

I congratulate all the award winners who have shown extraordinary grit and
determination.

I deeply appreciate their persistence and courage.

They are certainly role models for many others.

Sisters and brothers,

India has one of the highest numbers of people with disabilities globally.

According to the Census of India 2011, there are 2.68 crore Persons with Disabilities
in our country, which constitutes 2.21% of our population.

I fear that this number may still be higher as many persons, specially because those
with mental health issues often hide them due to social stigma attached to these
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ailments.

Sisters and brothers,

Evidently, differently-abled persons face severe problems in terms of their social and
economic conditions.

As we have committed to build an inclusive society - a society that is respectful and
sensitive to the needs of its most vulnerable sections, we have an onerous
responsibility.

We need to study and analyse various dimensions of disability comprehensively.

We need to identify the causes of disability and find ways to deal with them so that
each individual is empowered to live a life of dignity.

There is an urgent need to provide right nutrition and care to pregnant mothers and
young children and also create good and accessible medical facilities across rural
India.

Early identification of disability is also important. This would enable us to undertake
effective interventions from the beginning for rehabilitation measures and
empowerment of the affected persons.

There is a need to harmonize the immunization and disease prevention programmes
with appropriate rehabilitatory models at least at the District level.

Eradication of polio is an excellent example of such coordinated efforts.

To minimise the disabilities from accidents, we need to improve road and workplace
safety.

A government report tells us that road injuries caused 65% more disabilities in 2016
than in 1990.

I fear, if current trends continue, road accidents may become the leading cause of
death and disability in the country.

Therefore, we need to work seriously towards improving road safety and spread
awareness about safe driving. Recent amendments in Motor Vehicles Act are a step
in the right direction.

A major challenge that people with special abilities face is the society’s attitude
towards them. People often see a person with disabilities as an object of ‘sympathy’
and ‘pity’. This leads to a low self-esteem.

What is needed is not ‘sympathy’ and ‘pity’. Rather, it is  ‘empathy’ and ‘support’ that
are required.
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It was this feeling of respect that underlies the new nomenclature given by the Prime
Minister, Shri Narendra Modi when he called the disabled ‘Divyang’ replacing the old
word of ‘Vikalang’.

Dear sisters and brothers,

I recently attended an event in the Parliament House in which children from
underprivileged backgrounds performed national anthem in sign language. It was
such a moving experience.

I would suggest all schools to consider adopting this. It would be a good way to
inculcate sensitivity towards disability among the children early in their lives.

Further, to change social attitude towards disability, we need to create greater
awareness about people who have scaled great heights in different spheres like
music, mathematics, science, sports and mountaineering.

I am happy that the mainstream Indian cinema has come up with many appreciable
movies on the topic of disability such as -Taare Zameen Par, Black and Paa to name
a few.

It is a good trend and needs to be further encouraged. It’ll go a long way in shaping
people’s perception about disability.

Dear sisters and brothers,

I am glad that the Government has taken a number of initiatives to systematically
address the challenges faced by the persons with disabilities.

The Government amended the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act in 2016. This
has created a very progressives ‘right-based’ framework for the welfare of our
differently abled brothers and sisters.

The quota of reservation for persons with disabilities has been increased from 3% to
4% in government jobs and 3% to 5% in higher education institutions.

Education is the key to empowerment of every person including persons with
disabilities. I strongly believe that there should be a special focus on inclusive schools
and also special schools so that each disabled child gets good quality education.

A number of Non-Governmental Organisations have been playing a significant role in
the rehabilitation of persons with disabilities. I am glad that the Government is
partnering with civil society organisations.

There is much more to be done.

Creating accessible environment for persons with disabilities has been one of the
priority areas for the Government since inception of Accessible India Campaign in
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2015. Given the size of the existing infrastructure to be made accessible, I foresee
that there is a need to develop collaborative efforts among all stakeholders for
developing barrier free environment for the Persons with Disabilities, be it in the
physical infrastructure or transportation or ICT ecosystem.

I urge the corporate and the private entities to take all steps possible to make their
infrastructure accessible to persons with disabilities.

The Government is equally committed to enhance the mobility of persons with
disabilities. In the recent past, the Government has laid greater thrust on distribution
of aids and assistive devices to the persons with disabilities. I am happy to know that
this programme has achieved substantial degree of visibility and created positive
awareness across the country.

Further, in order to develop a common language and communication for hearing
impaired in the country, the Government has established the Indian Sign Language
Research and Training Centre. I am glad to know that the institute has already
created a sign language dictionary of more than 6000 words and is working towards
developing a standardized Indian Sign Language.

The Government is also in the process of implementing a Unique ID project to create
a national database of all persons with disabilities in the country for taking
Government benefits to every deserving person.

I am given to understand that recently the Government has taken initiative in
establishing Centres for Disability Sports. Promoting sports among persons with
disabilities is a welcome step and would certainly instil a sense of inclusion and
confidence amongst the persons with disabilities. I hope the Centres will emerge as
pioneering institutions in the field of sports for persons with disabilities in years to
come in all regions of the country. Our sportspersons have constantly done country
proud in Paralympics.

We need to involve persons with disabilities in social and cultural activities where they
can have the freedom to participate as per their abilities.  I am glad to know that with
a view to recognize and promote the artistic skills of Divyangjan, a cultural event was
held in Rashrapati Bhavan Cultural Centre in April and also in the Balayogi
Auditorium, Parliament Library complex in July this year.

I would also like to stress that employment is the key to economic empowerment of
persons with disabilities. I am glad that the Government is implementing a National
Action Plan for Skill Development of Persons with Disabilities with a view to make
them self-reliant. Vacancies have been reserved for them in Government
establishments as well.

I am given to understand that the Government has approved establishment of the
National Institute of Mental Health Rehabilitation in Madhya Pradesh. This institute
will be one of the first of its kind in the continent for rehabilitation of persons with
mental illness and will also promote capacity building in the area of mental health



Page 27

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

rehabilitation. I hope the institute will be developed into a world class institute to serve
for the rehabilitation of persons with mental illness.

Dear sisters and brothers,

To conclude, I would like to quote the words of Swami Vivekananda who said,

"Every Soul is Divine, within each of you there is the power to remove all wants and
all miseries. Believe this, and that power will be manifested".

We must create, as a society, the right conditions for each citizen to live a fulfilling
life.  The innate power must be allowed to be manifest.

As I leave this thought with you, I once again congratulate all the National Award
winners and convey them my best wishes for their success in life. I am confident that
they will continue to lead and inspire to work for a better life and future for the
Divyangjans in the country.

Thank you,

Jai Hind!”

****

VRRK/MS/MSY/RK
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-12-05

THE MANY STRUCTURAL FLAWS IN INDIA’S HIGHER
EDUCATION SYSTEM

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

Cap, Hat, Internet, Mortarboard, Sign  

The furore surrounding fee hikes at the Jawaharlal Nehru University has spurred deeper
questions about the quality of university education. India’s higher education system is
structurally flawed and underfunded. This crisis will affect innovation and human capital, the two
pillars of labour productivity and GDP growth, while cheating India’s largest demographic of its
potential.

The mammoth system deserves better than the superficial data that is being bandied about. For
example, a surge in women’s enrolment has been much-talked about but this does not
necessarily imply better outcomes. The latest ‘India Skills Report’ suggests that only 47% of
Indian graduates are employable — a problem exacerbated by startlingly low faculty figures.

Faculty vacancies at government institutions are at 50% on average. A Deloitte gathering of 63
Deans of top-tier institutions revealed that 80% of those listed lack of quality faculty as their
biggest concern. The problem lies in increased demand, and stagnant supply. The number of
institutions has surged in India since the 2000s, while the number of students doing PhD has
remained constant. Meanwhile, there are over a 1,00,000 India-born PhDs in universities around
the world, kept away by paltry salaries and poor funding. China solved this problem by attracting
Chinese-origin PhDs back home with dollar salaries and monetary incentives for published
research. Tsinghua University, for example, is designed on the Western model of teaching and
research, and is even ahead of MIT in terms of published papers.

However, Indian universities persist in separating research and teaching activities, depriving
students of exposure to cutting-edge ideas. Monetary incentives for academia are practically
non-existent, and Indian R&D expenditure at 0.62% of GDP is one of the lowest in emerging
economies. It is not surprising, then, that Indian universities rank low in both research and
teaching. The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research, at rank 155, was our highest in the
Scimago Institutions Rankings (SIR) for research while six Chinese institutes figured in the top
50.

Such flaws could affect macroeconomic indicators such as labour productivity, which is
determined by innovation and human capital, among other things. The workers of tomorrow
need to transition to the formal, non-agricultural sector, armed with higher education credentials.
In addition, an increase in research could lead to more innovation in the economy, which might
in turn drive up labour productivity. Higher education has a potential twofold effect on
productivity. The government released a Draft National Education Policy (DNEP) in June 2019,
which proposed ambitious reforms. The DNEP aims to double education spending to 6% of
GDP, and close the research-teaching divide in higher education. This is coupled with an
‘Institutions of Eminence’ programme started in 2018 that gave increased funding to some
research universities. Experts, however, are doubtful about whether the dramatic increases will
be politically feasible, and whether the implementation of such reforms will go the path of
previous NEPs — watered down and eventually shelved.

What lies ahead? The government needs to recognise the systemic anger at play, and ensure
that higher education’s role in innovation and human capital is not ignored. The DNEP is a great
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first-step, but the reforms must be pushed through and must lead to legislation that will fund
research-based universities. Only this can bring a culture of discovery and accountability to
India’s higher education institutions.

Mohini Bishnoi is pursuing a Masters in Public Policy at the Harvard Kennedy School
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ANOTHER QUOTA QUESTION: ON CREAMY LAYER
FOR SCS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The time may have come for an authoritative pronouncement on the question whether the
concept of ‘creamy layer’ ought to be applied to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. The
Union government has called upon the Supreme Court to form a seven-judge Bench to
reconsider the formulation in M. Nagaraj vs Union of India (2006) that it should be applied to the
SC and ST communities. This verdict was a reality check to the concept of reservation. Even
while upholding Constitution amendments meant to preserve reservation in promotions as well
as consequential seniority, it contained an exposition of the equality principle that hedged
reservation against a set of constitutional requirements, without which the structure of equal
opportunity would collapse. These were ‘quantifiable data’ to show the backwardness of a
community, the inadequacy of its representation in service, and the lack of adverse impact on
“the overall efficiency of administration”. This placed a question mark on the continuance of
quota policies of various State governments due to non-compliance with these parameters. In
Jarnail Singh (2018), another Constitution Bench reaffirmed the applicability of creamy layer
norms to SC/STs. On this ground, it felt that Nagaraj did not merit reconsideration. However, it
ruled that Nagaraj was wrong to require a demonstration of backwardness for the Scheduled
Castes and Tribes, as it was directly contrary to the nine-judge Bench judgment in Indra
Sawhney (1992), which had laid down that there is no need for a test of backwardness for
SC/STs, as “they indubitably fall within the expression ‘backward class of citizens’.”

It is curious that Jarnail Singh accepted the presumption of the backwardness of Scheduled
Castes and Tribes, but favoured applying the ‘means test’ to exclude from the purview of SC/ST
reservation those who had achieved some level of economic advancement. In this, it specifically
rejects an opinion by the then Chief Justice K.G. Balakrishnan in Ashoka Thakur (2008) that the
‘creamy layer’ concept is a principle of identification (of those who should not get reservation)
and not one of equality. While the Centre has accepted that the ‘creamy layer’ norm is needed to
ensure that only those genuinely backward get reservation benefits, it is justifiably upset that this
principle has been extended to Dalits, who have been acknowledged to be the most backward
among the backward sections. Another problem is the question whether the exclusion of the
advanced sections among SC/ST candidates can be disallowed only for promotions. Most of
them may not fall under the ‘creamy layer’ category at the entry level, but after some years of
service and promotions, they may reach an income level at which they fall under the ‘creamy
layer’. This may result in the defeat of the object of the Constitution amendments that the court
itself had upheld to protect reservation in promotions as well as consequential seniority. Another
landmark verdict in the history of affirmative action jurisprudence may be needed to settle these
questions.
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Ministry of Development of North-East Region

North East Rural Livelihood Project

Posted On: 04 DEC 2019 5:43PM by PIB Delhi

The North East Rural Livelihood Project (NERLP), a World Bank aided project launched in 2012,
was implemented by Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region (MDoNER), to improve
rural livelihoods especially that of women, unemployed youth and the most disadvantaged
people by building community based organizations and developing partnership with Government
and other institutions for knowledge, skill, credit, insurance, extension and market. The project
covered 1,645 villages under 58 development blocks across 11 districts of 4 states of Mizoram,
Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura. The Project has concluded on 30.09.2019 and is running on an
extended time upto 31.12.2019 for completion of closure related activities, mainly audit of the
scheme. The major achievements of the project are as under:

(i):10462 boys and girls were trained in various job skills.

(ii) 2,92,889 households were covered through formation of 28,154 Self Help Groups (SHGs)
and 1,212 Village Federations, as well as formation of 1599 Community Development Groups
(CDG). As a result women have become more enterprising resulting increase in family incomes.
State-wise detail of SHGs, CDGs is atAnnexure I.

 

INSTITUTIONS FORMED UNDER NERLP

 

State
N a m e  o f
District

N o .  o f
V i l l a g e s
Covered

N o .  o f
House Hold
Covered

No. of Self
H e l p
G r o u p s
Formed

No. of  Self
Help Group
Federations
Formed

N o .  o f
C o m m u n i t y
D e v e l o p m e n t
Groups Formed

Mizoram
Aizawl 88 16057 1619 87 88

Lunglei 159 19553 2036 131 157

Nagaland
Peren 79 10561 1033 93 81

Tuensang 117 22445 2180 126 121

Sikkim
South Sikkim 271 16379 1531 59 271

West Sikkim 317 18753 1754 65 316

 
Tripura

West Tripura 164 49809 4704 173 164

North Tripura 121 40717 3900 146 115

Sepahijala 161 39753 3760 141 152

Khowai 113 30297 2966 104 72

Unakoti 86 28557 2671 87 62
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Total 1676 292881 28154 1212 1599

 

(iii) 97% of the members of SHGs formed by the project have Savings Bank Accounts with a
cumulative savings to the tune of Rs.60.51 crores. Project has released a Community
Investment Fund (CIF) of Rs.319.15 crores to 28,154 SHGs. A total number of 5,535 SHGs
have availed bank linkage with a total sanctioned bank loan amount of Rs.58.19 crores. The
average loan amount per SHG from Bank is Rs.1.02 Lakh.

(b): State-wise details of people skilled are as under:

STATE NUMBER OF PEOPLE TRAINED

Mizoram 1601

Nagaland 1438

Sikkim 3491

Tripura 3932

Total Trained 10462

 

MDoNERhas implemented two Livelihood programs, namely, North East Rural Livelihood
Project (NERLP) and North Eastern Region Community Resource Management Project
(NERCORMP). NERLP has concluded on 30thSeptember, 2019 and NERCORMP is scheduled
for completion on 31st March, 2020. Ministry of Rural Development has extended its Scheme,
DAY-NRLM (DeenDayalAntyodayaYojana - National Rural Livelihood Mission), to all the blocks
in all the districts of the North East Region with focus on community mobilisation, institution
building and livelihood financing. In order to avoid duplication of efforts and resources,
MDONERhas decided to restructure the two livelihood programmes of MDoNER i.e. NERLP and
NERCORMP by merging them into one and rename the new project as ‘North East Agri-
Horticulture and Economic Development Project’.

This information was provided by the Union Minister of State (Independent Charge)
Development of North-Eastern Region (DoNER), MoS PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances &
Pensions, Atomic Energy and Space, DrJitendra Singh in written reply to a question in
LokSabha today.

 

****

 

VRRK/NK/JM/PJ

 

(Release ID: 1594966) Visitor Counter : 113



Page 34

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



Page 35

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-12-06

LAUNCH OF 'GOING ONLINE AS LEADERS'
PROGRAMME

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Tribal Affairs

Launch of 'Going Online as Leaders' Programme

Posted On: 05 DEC 2019 4:46PM by PIB Delhi

GOAL (Going Online as Leaders) is a digitally-enabled mentorship initiative of Facebook for
empowering tribal youth to become leaders for tomorrow in the respective fields. GOAL Project
is stated to aim at identifying and mobilizing renowned people from industry (policy makers and
influencers), known for their leadership skills or roles, to digitally empower and personally
mentor tribal youth from tribal communities across multiple locations of India. The initiative has
been designed to identify and attach 1 Mentor who is expert in their respective fields, to four
tribal youth, who will be trained and mentored.

Facebook had started a pilot project on its own in March 2019 in 5 states of India i.e. Madhya
Pradesh, Jharkhand, West Bengal, Odisha, Maharashtra, wherein they have identified 100
Tribal Mentees and 25 Mentors. Further, Facebook envisages to identify 5000 tribals from
various fields to be mentored by 1250 mentors in 5 years in a phased manner.

GOAL (Going Online as Leaders) is a Facebook initiative. Ministry of Tribal Affairs was not
associated with the pilot project implemented by the Facebook, specific details regarding State
wise beneficiaries are not available.  

This information was given by Union Minister of State for Tribal Affairs Smt. Renuka Singh
Saruta in a written reply in Rajya Sabha today.

*****

NB/SK/jk/Tribal Affairs/RS-1/05-12-2019
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-12-06

CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Women and Child Development

Crimes against Children

Posted On: 05 DEC 2019 3:58PM by PIB Delhi

The Government of India has legislated various child centric Acts such as the Commissions for
Protection of Child Rights Act (CPCR) 2005, Protection of Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, 2012 and the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 (JJ
Act) for protection and promotion of child rights. While the JJ Act, 2015 ensures the safety,
security, dignity and well-being of children, the POCSO Act, 2012 is a comprehensive law that
provides protection to children from the offences of sexual assault, sexual harassment and
pornography. It safeguards the interests of the child at every stage of the judicial process by
incorporating child-friendly mechanisms for reporting, recording of evidence, investigation and
speedy trial of offences through designated Special Courts.

However, police and public order are State subjects under the Seventh Schedule to the
Constitution of India. The responsibility of maintaining law and order, protection of life and
property of the citizens including children, rest primarily with the respective State Governments
and UT Administration. The State Governments and UT Administrations are competent to deal
with such offences under the extant provisions of laws. The Government has issued various
Advisories for combating crimes against children.

The POCSO Act has been amended in order to make it more effective in dealing with cases of
child sex abuse in the country and notified on 06.08.2019 and made effective from 16.08.2019.
It addresses the need for stringent measures to deter the rising trend of child sex abuse in the
country on one hand and the menace of relatively new kind of crimes on the other hand. The
following amendments have been brought under POCSO Act, 2012 through POCSO
(Amendment) Act, 2019:-

Section 2 (Definitions) amended to incorporate definition of child pornography;i.
Section 4 (Punishment for penetrative sexual assault) amended to increase quantum of
punishment from minimum 7 years to minimum10 years, and minimum 20 years in case of
child below 16 years;

ii.

Section 5 (Aggravated penetrative Sexual Assault) amended to include penetrative sexual
assault during natural calamity and similar situations and causing death of child;

iii.

Section 6 (Punishment for Aggravated penetrative Sexual Assault) amended to increase
quantum of minimum punishment from 10 years to minimum 20 years and introducing
death penalty as an option;

iv.

Section 9 (Aggravated Sexual Assault) amended to include assault during situation of
natural calamity and similar situations. Punishment stipulated for those who give any kind
of chemical substance/ hormone to induce early sexual maturity in a child for the purpose
of abuse;

v.

Section 14 (Punishment for using Child for pornographic purposes) amended to increase
the punishment to minimum five years and to synchronise with IT Act, 2000;

vi.
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Section 15 (Punishment for storage of pornographic material involving child) amended to
introduce fine (Rs.5000/- on first occasion, Rs. 10,000 on second occasion) for not
reporting child porn material, which could be extended to imprisonment if such material is
propagated. If the material is used for commercial purposes, then the minimum
punishment will be imprisonment for not less than three years which may extend to five
years or with fine or with both and in the event of second or subsequent conviction with
imprisonment for a term which may not be less than five years which may extend to seven
years and also liable to be fine or with.

vii.

Section 34 (Procedure in case of Commission of offence by child and determination of
age by special court) amended to establish consonance with the JJ Act, 2015;

viii.

Section 42(Alternative Punishment) amended in order to acknowledge the amendment
made vide Criminal Law Amendment Act, 2018;

ix.

Section 45 (Power to make rules) amended for consequential amendments in view of
amendments in sub-section (1) and (2) of Section-15.

x.

As per National Crimes Record Bureau (NCRB) reports, the number of cases registered as
crimes against children in the last four reports of NCRB is given below:

 

SL State/UT 2014 2015 2016 2017

1 Andhra Pradesh 2059 1992 1847 2397

2 Arunachal Pradesh 134 181 133 138

3 Assam 1385 2835 3964 4951

4 Bihar 2255 1917 3932 5386

5 Chhattisgarh 4358 4469 4746 6518

6 Goa 330 242 230 196

7 Gujarat 3219 3623 3637 3955

8 Haryana 2540 3262 3099 4169

9 Himachal Pradesh 467 477 467 528

10 Jammu & Kashmir 211 308 222 359

11 Jharkhand 423 406 717 1247

12 Karnataka 3416 3961 4455 5890

13 Kerala 2391 2384 2879 3562

14 Madhya Pradesh 15085 12859 13746 19038

15 Maharashtra 8115 13921 14559 16918

16 Manipur 137 110 134 109

17 Meghalaya 213 257 240 379

18 Mizoram 178 186 188 220

19 Nagaland 25 61 78 93

20 Odisha 2196 2562 3286 3185

21 Punjab 1762 1836 1843 2133

22 Rajasthan 3880 3689 4034 5180
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23 Sikkim 93 64 110 190

24 Tamil Nadu 2354 2617 2856 3529

25 Telangana 1930 2697 2909 3580

26 Tripura 369 255 274 276

27 Uttar Pradesh 14835 11420 16079 19145

28 Uttarakhand 489 635 676 829

29 West Bengal 4909 4963 7004 6551

  TOTAL STATE(S) 79758 84189 98344 120651

30 A&N Islands 50 102 86 119

31 Chandigarh 208 271 222 275

32 D&N Haveli 11 35 21 31

33 Daman & Diu 7 28 31 24

34 Delhi 9350 9489 8178 7852

35 Lakshadweep 1 2 5 4

36 Puducherry 38 56 71 76

  TOTAL UT(S) 9665 9983 8614 8381

  TOTAL (ALL INDIA) 89423 94172 106958 129032

Source: Crime in India        

This information was given by the Minister of Women and Child Development, Smriti Zubin Irani,
in a written reply in the Rajya Sabha today.

 

***

MM/ SB
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-12-06

CHILDREN IN SHELTER HOMES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Women and Child Development

Children in Shelter Homes

Posted On: 05 DEC 2019 3:59PM by PIB Delhi

National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) has conducted a Study on
Education and Vocational Training of Children staying at Observation Homes & Special Homes.
The study was conducted in 50 Homes in the 18 States / UTs, covering all the five regions, i.e.,
East, West, North, South& North-East. These States/UTs are – Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh,
Delhi, Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Manipur, Meghalaya, Odisha, Puducherry, Punjab, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh. The report has
been uploaded on the website of NCPCR.

The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 provides for vocational training
to children placed in various Child Care Institutions, for their rehabilitation based on the interest
and aptitude of the child.The Ministry of Women and Child Development is implementing a
centrally sponsored scheme i.e. “Child Protection Services” (CPS) (erstwhile Integrated Child
Protection Scheme) and providing financial assistance to State Governments/UT
Administrations, with the primary objective of care and protection of children in distress
conditions through institutional and non-institutional care. The Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Model Rules, 2016 framed under JJ Act, inter-alia specify standards for
rehabilitation measures such as education, vocational training, counselling etc. Further CPS also
provides for “After care” services after the age of 18 years to help sustain them during the
transition from institutional to independent life. The Scheme provides for funds for managing the
Aftercare Program by the State Child Protection Society at the State level, based on the number
of districts in the State i.e.

Rs.15 lakhs to State with less than 15 districts.i.
 (ii)      Rs.30 lakhs to State with more than 15 and less than 30 districts.

(iii)      Rs.45 lakhs to State with more than 30 districts.

 

The primary responsibility of implementation of the JJ Act and Scheme lies with the State/UTs.

 

This information was given by the Minister of Women and Child Development, Smriti Zubin Irani,
in a written reply in the Rajya Sabha today.

 

***

MM/ SB
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-12-07

SETTING UP OF INDIAN INSTITUTE OF SKILLS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues

Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship

Setting Up of Indian Institute of Skills

Posted On: 06 DEC 2019 3:36PM by PIB Delhi

The Government of India has approved the proposal for setting up of Indian Institute of Skills
(IISs) in 3 locations in the country namely Mumbai, Kanpur and Ahmedabad. The vision behind
setting up IIS is to build world-class skill training centres by learning from and imbibing best
practices from internationally renowned existing skill institutions. The existing skill ecosystem of
the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE) consists of Industrial Training
Institutes (ITIs), Polytechnics, Advanced Training Institutes (ATIs) which are now known as
National Skill Training Institutes (NSTI) besides a large number of short duration skill training
providers. The proposed IIS will be established in PPP mode. These proposed IIS would have
the following features which would uniquely distinguish them from the other MSDE training
institutions:

 

State-of-art skill centre uniquely conceptualized to bring in best in class infrastructure and
facilities to meet the aspirations of students, who directly enter the skill learning domain
after class X/XII (like ITI / diploma courses) instead of the traditionally preferred pathway of
higher education.

i.

Strong industry/employer connect through collaboration with both public and private sector
leading industry, both for supporting latest training facilities in these institutes and also
opportunities for on-the-job trainings in their industries for students of these institutes.

ii.

Modern training methodology with extensive use of tools such as simulators, virtual
learning and augmented learning platforms.

iii.

Autonomy in governance to enable innovation & promote seamless adoption of modern
curricula, emerging technologies & learning methodologies.

iv.

Promote delivery of qualifications in modular fashion with clear and multiple entry-exit
pathways.

v.

Promote apprenticeship-embedded courses  by leveraging better industry connect,vi.
 Offer higher order qualifications leading up to certificates, diplomas, advanced diplomas,
and even degrees in conjunction with Universities.

vii.

 

This information was given by the Minister of State for Skill Development and Entrepreneurship
Shri R.K. Singh in a written reply in the Rajya Sabha today.

 

****
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-12-07

NATIONAL AYUSH GRID
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

AYUSH

National AYUSH Grid

Posted On: 06 DEC 2019 3:35PM by PIB Delhi

The AYUSH Grid is envisaged as a comprehensive IT backbone covering the
different silos of the AYUSH Sector. Ministry of AYUSH has finalised components of
AYUSH Grid Project in consultation with various stakeholders. The process of
Expression of Interest (EOI) and Request for Proposal (RFP) for on-boarding of
Project Management Consultancy (PMC) for the AYUSH Grid Project has been
completed and the eligible agency discovered through the process has been
selected.

 Ministry of AYUSH has taken up various pilot projects like AYUSH Hospital
Management Information System (A-HMIS), Yoga locator application, Telemedicine,
Yoga Portal, A-HMIS trainings, IT course for AYUSH Professionals, etc. which shall
be merged into AYUSH Grid Project after completion of pilot period.

Ministry of AYUSH has also signed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with
Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) for technical help in
AYUSH Grid Project and accordingly, Ministry has handed over projects of
Dashboard, GIS facility for various functionalities of AYUSH and AYUSH Information
Hub to National e- Governance Division(NeGD)/ Bhaskaracharya Institute for Space
Applications and Geo-Informatics(BISAG).

This information was given by the Minister of State (Independent Charge) for AYUSH,
Shri Shripad Yesso Naik in written reply to a question in Lok Sabha today.

 

*****************

RJ/SK
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-12-07

COUNSELLING PROGRAMMES AND VOCATIONAL
TRAINING STANDARDS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues

Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship

Counselling Programmes and Vocational Training
Standards

Posted On: 06 DEC 2019 3:34PM by PIB Delhi

Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE) under its flagship Scheme Pradhan
Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY 2.0) 2016-20 launched Skills Career Counselling initiative
to counsel one crore candidates in the age group of 15-35 years focusing on School & College
drop-outs, young adults from the community, college students, polytechnic students, ITI
students, Diploma students, Graduates, Post-Graduates, NEET category (Not in Employment
education or Training), etc. pan India from August 2018.

 

Government have notified the National Skills Qualification Framework (NSQF) which is the
National Standard for vocational education and training. NSQF is a competency-based
framework that organizes all qualifications according to a series of levels of knowledge, skills
and aptitude. These levels, graded from one to ten, are defined in terms of learning outcomes
which the learner must possess regardless of whether they are obtained through formal, non-
formal or informal learning. NSQF is a quality assurance and a nationally integrated education
and competency-based skill framework that provides for horizontal as well as vertical mobility
between vocational education, skill training, general education and technical education. This
enables a person to acquire desired competency levels, transit to the job market and, at an
opportune time, return for acquiring additional skills to further upgrade their competences

           

The Ministry has also issued a Gazette Notification for the formation of “National Council for
Vocational Education and Training (NCVET)” on 5th December, 2018. The NCVET would play
the role of National Regulator for both short term and long term skill training and is mandated to
look into development, qualitative improvement and regulation of vocational education and
training, grant recognition to and monitor the functioning of awarding bodies, assessment
agencies and skill information providers.

 

PMKVY and its empanelled training centres are being monitored effectively through various
methodologies including IT interventions and measures such as self-audit reporting, call
validations, surprise visits and monitoring through the Skills Development Management System
(SDMS), SMART, AEBAS, social media platform, etc. Under the scheme, PMKVY Monitoring
Committee reviews and formulates a framework for monitoring issues of the stakeholders. Also,
the Committee has formulated a penalty grid (approved by Steering Committee for PMKVY) for
taking action against erring / non compliant training centres / stakeholders. Based on the penalty
grid, the National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC), the implementing agency of PMKVY
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under MSDE, has suspended training centres for non-compliance of PMKVY guidelines on
multiple parameters. The list of the suspended training centres is published on PMKVY official
website. As on 01.10.2019, 298 TCs/TPs have been suspended across the different locations.   

 

This information was given by the Minister of State for Skill Development and Entrepreneurship
Shri R.K. Singh in a written reply in the Rajya Sabha today.

****
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SEXUAL CASES UNDER POCSO
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Women and Child Development

Sexual Cases under POCSO

Posted On: 06 DEC 2019 3:24PM by PIB Delhi

As per National Crimes Record Bureau (NCRB),the latest data regarding the total number of
sexual assault, aggravated sexual assault, penetrative and aggravated penetrative assault and
child pornography cases registered under Protection of Children from Sexual Offences(POCSO)
Act, 2012 and total number of cases decided pertains to year 2017. The State-wise data is
at Annexure-I.

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 has adequateprovisions
ensuring speedy trial under the Act. Section 28 of the POCSO Act 2012 provides for
establishment of Special Courts for the purpose of providing speedy trial. Further, Section 35 of
the POCSO Act provides that the evidence of the child shall be recorded within a period of thirty
days of the Special Court taking cognizance of the offence and reasons for delay, if any, shall be
recorded by the Special Court. Further, Section 35 also lays down that the Special Court shall
complete the trial, as far as possible, within a period of one year from the date of taking
cognizance of the offence. 

However, Police and Public Order are State subjects under the Seventh Schedule to the
Constitution of India. The responsibilities to maintain law and order, protection of life and
property of the citizens including children, rest primarily with the respective State Governments
and UT Administration.

Besides, the Government of India has taken the following steps to ensure speedy dispensation
of justice:

In furtherance to The Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2018, the Government has finalized
a scheme in August, 2019 for setting up of total of 1023 Fast Track Special Courts
(FTSCs) across the country for expeditious trial and disposal of pending cases pertaining
to rape and POCSO Act, 2012, in a time-bound manner under Centrally Sponsored
Scheme. The Scheme is for one year spread over two financial years i.e.2019-20 and
2020-21. 

21.

The Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013 was enacted for effective deterrence against
sexual offences. Further, the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2018 was enacted to
prescribe even more stringent penal provisions including death penalty for rape of a girl
below age of 12 years. The Act also inter-alia mandates completion of investigation and
trials within 2 months each. 

1.

A “National Database on Sexual Offenders” has been launched on 20th September, 2018 to
facilitate investigation and tracking of sexual offenders across the country by law
enforcement agencies. 

●
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An online analytic tool for police called “Investigation Tracking System for Sexual
Offences” has been launched on 19.02.2019 to monitor and track time-bound
investigation on sexual assault cases in accordance with the Criminal Law (Amendment)
Act, 2018. 

19.

In order to improve investigation, steps have been taken to strengthen DNA analysis units
in Central and State Forensic Science Laboratories. This includes setting up of a State-of-
the-Art DNA Analysis Unit in Central Forensic Science Laboratory, Chandigarh. 

1.

Guidelines have been notified for collection of forensic evidence in sexual assault cases
and the standard composition in a Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit. A total number
of 6023 officers have been trained by the Bureau of Police Research and Development
(BPR&D) and LokNayakJayaprakash Narayan National Institute of Criminology and
Forensic Science. BPR&D has distributed 3,120 Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kits to
State Governments/UT Administration as orientation kit as part of training.

1.

 

A scheme namely Cyber Crime Prevention against Women and Children (CCPWC) has
been approved under which an online cybercrime reporting portal (www.cybercrime.gov.in)
has been launched on 20th September, 2018 to enable public to report complaints
pertaining to child pornography/ child sexual abuse material, rape/gang rape imageries or
sexually explicit content.

●

Annexure-I

 

SL State/UT

Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences Act (Total)

Section 4 & 6 of POCSO Act or POCSO
Act  ( Section 4 & 6) r/w Section 376 IPC

Section 8 & 10 of POCSO Act or
POCSO Act (Section 8 & 10)  r/w
Section 354 IPC

CR CCS CON PAR PCS PCV CR CCS CON PAR PCS PCV CR CCS CON PAR PCS PCV

1
A n d h r a
Pradesh

378 295 8 455 455 9 183 163 5 339 285 6 107 88 3 65 109 3

2
A r u n a c h a l
Pradesh

14 4 0 7 6 0 10 4 0 6 6 0 4 0 0 1 0 0

3 Assam 1149 733 52 1356 1017 53 788 569 46 944 795 46 206 121 6 247 167 7

4 Bihar 1356 809 34 1710 907 35 599 402 21 813 465 21 697 377 11 833 404 12

5 Chhattisgarh 1676 1576 345 1890 1856 409 1095 995 223 1191 1165 269 525 511 109 608 606 126

6 Goa 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

7 Gujarat 1697 1712 12 2333 2329 17 1233 1274 9 1733 1707 11 311 300 3 411 434 6

8 Haryana 1139 941 183 1258 1237 218 656 561 125 769 759 147 367 289 49 375 368 59

9
H i m a c h a l
Pradesh

8 12 1 14 12 1 2 2 0 2 2 0 3 3 0 4 3 0

10
J a m m u  &
Kashmir

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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11 Jharkhand 385 230 17 339 270 25 253 183 13 227 191 21 28 16 2 24 22 2

12 Karnataka 1956 1975 122 2600 2510 139 1308 1430 90 1841 1815 106 367 319 17 409 386 17

13 Kerala 1169 892 33 1258 958 33 250 223 5 239 221 5 524 378 13 538 422 13

14
M a d h y a
Pradesh

1569 1510 284 2275 2014 492 964 908 160 1346 1234 316 571 569 114 881 737 158

15 Maharashtra 5248 4507 498 6991 5321 566 2387 2152 233 3180 2546 284 2746 2250 254 3660 2656 273

16 Manipur 29 32 3 23 34 4 15 22 2 16 22 2 10 9 1 6 11 2

17 Meghalaya 242 151 5 269 207 5 164 98 2 201 144 2 70 46 3 59 54 3

18 Mizoram 194 186 48 196 192 48 129 123 31 131 129 31 57 55 14 57 55 14

19 Nagaland 41 37 9 45 37 16 26 22 4 29 22 9 14 14 4 15 14 6

20 Odisha 249 436 11 454 454 11 150 186 8 204 204 8 46 129 0 129 129 0

21 Punjab 489 384 60 528 543 79 375 290 55 375 395 72 65 45 2 89 82 4

22 Rajasthan 1180 905 89 1164 1150 110 621 506 79 636 623 97 268 189 6 254 253 6

23 Sikkim 87 93 19 124 115 23 55 61 15 83 76 19 25 26 4 34 33 4

24 Tamil Nadu 1587 1642 154 2406 1992 180 1154 1209 110 1776 1469 131 291 297 26 407 346 29

25 Telangana 1632 1061 31 1833 1355 38 1022 685 22 1249 907 28 395 230 6 349 273 7

26 Tripura 139 132 19 192 162 21 90 98 17 152 124 19 47 34 2 39 38 2

27 Uttar Pradesh 4895 4079 819 6303 6287 1796 1609 1412 404 1945 1930 870 3018 2470 389 4011 3949 885

28 Uttarakhand 191 146 17 154 153 17 180 135 17 142 142 17 4 4 0 4 4 0

29 West Bengal 2131 1723 39 1923 1924 41 1197 875 32 1008 990 34 627 490 6 553 504 6

 
T O T A L
STATE(S)

30830 26203 2912 38100 33497 4386 16515 14588 1728 20577 18368 2571 11393 9259 1044 14062 12059 1644

30 A&N Islands 65 75 1 80 93 1 49 54 0 66 71 0 13 17 0 11 17 0

31 Chandigarh 3 2 0 3 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

32 D&N Haveli 12 6 3 8 8 3 6 3 3 5 5 3 2 1 0 1 1 0

33 Daman & Diu 5 3 0 7 7 0 3 1 0 3 3 0 1 1 0 1 1 0

34 Delhi 1623 1714 104 2209 2002 110 940 911 64 1153 1055 66 598 709 35 915 835 39

35 Lakshadweep 4 4 0 22 21 0 3 3 0 20 20 0 1 1 0 2 1 0

36 Puducherry 66 56 0 59 62 0 41 34 0 44 46 0 8 7 0 9 9 0

 
T O T A L
UT(S)

1778 1860 108 2388 2195 114 1042 1006 67 1291 1200 69 623 736 35 939 864 39

 
TOTAL (ALL
INDIA)

32608 28063 3020 40488 35692 4500 17557 15594 1795 21868 19568 2640 12016 9995 1079 15001 12923 1683
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Source: Crime in
India

                                   

 

Annexure-I

 

 

SL State/UT

Section 12 of POCSO Act or
POCSO Act (Section 12) r/w
Section 509 IPC

Section 14 & 15 of POCSO Act POCSO Act  r/w Section 377 IPC Sections 17 to 22 of POCSO Act

CR CCS CON PAR PCS PCV CR CCS CON PAR PCS PCV CR CCS CON PAR PCS PCV CR CCS CON PAR PCS PCV

1
A n d h r a
Pradesh

84 26 0 47 45 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 2 1 0 2 17 0 2 15 0

2
A r u n a c h a l
Pradesh

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

3 Assam 69 39 0 79 51 0 3 2 0 3 2 0 82 2 0 82 2 0 1 0 0 1 0 0

4 Bihar 10 5 0 11 10 0 26 5 0 27 7 0 23 19 2 25 20 2 1 1 0 1 1 0

5 Chhattisgarh 24 20 4 31 27 4 6 6 3 7 7 3 14 13 3 20 20 3 12 31 3 33 31 4

6 Goa 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com
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MATERNITY BENEFITS UNDER PMMVY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Women and Child Development

Maternity Benefits under PMMVY

Posted On: 06 DEC 2019 3:22PM by PIB Delhi

The maternity benefits under Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY) are available to
the eligible beneficiaries for first living child. Normally, the first pregnancy of a woman exposes
her to new kinds of challenges and stress factors. Hence, the scheme provides support to the
mother for safe delivery and immunization of her first living child.    

The Government has accorded high priority to the issue of malnutrition and is implementing
several schemes like Anganwadi Services, Scheme for Adolescent Girls and Pradhan Mantri
Matru Vandana Yojna (PMMVY) under the Umbrella Integrated Child Development Services
(ICDS) Scheme as direct targeted interventions to address the problem of malnutrition among
women and children in the country. 

Government has set up POSHAN Abhiyaan on 18.12.2017 for a three-year time frame
commencing from 2017-18. The goals of POSHAN Abhiyaan are to achieve improvement in
nutritional status of Children from 0-6 years, Adolescent Girls, Pregnant Women and Lactating
Mothers in a time bound manner during the three years with fixed targets as under:

 

S.No. Objective Target

 1.
Prevent and reduce Stunting in children
(0- 6 years)

By 6% @ 2% p.a.

 2.
Prevent and reduce under-nutri t ion (underweight
prevalence) in children (0-6 years)

By 6% @ 2% p.a.

 3.
Reduce the prevalence of anaemia among young
Children(6-59 months)

By 9% @ 3% p.a.

 4.
Reduce the prevalence of anaemia among Women and
Adolescent Girls in the age group of 15-49 years.

By 9% @ 3% p.a.

 5. Reduce Low Birth Weight (LBW). By 6% @ 2% p.a.

           

The Abhiyaan aims to reduce malnutrition in the country in a phased manner, through a life
cycle approach, by adopting a synergised and result oriented approach. The Abhiyaan has
mechanisms for timely service delivery and a robust monitoring as well as intervention
infrastructure. It targets to bring down stunting of the children in the age group of 0-6 years from
38.4% to 25% by the year 2022. The major activities undertaken under this Abhiyaan are
ensuring convergence with various other programmes; Information Technology enabled
Common Application Software for strengthening service delivery and interventions; Community
Mobilization and Awareness Advocacy leading to Jan Andolan- to educate the people on
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nutritional aspects; Capacity Building of Frontline Functionaries, incentivizing States/ UTs for
achieving goals etc.
The maternity benefits under Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY) are available to
all Pregnant Women and Lactating Mother (PW&LM), except those who are in regular
employment with the Central Government or State Government or Public Sector Undertaking or
those who are in receipt of similar benefits under any law for the time being in force, for first
living child in all parts of the country, including Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu. Under PMMVY,
maternity benefit of  5,000/- is provided in three installments to eligible PW&LM during the period
of pregnancy and lactation. The eligible beneficiary also receives the remaining cash incentive
as per approved norms towards maternity benefit under Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY) after
institutional delivery so that on an average, a woman gets  6,000/-.

The PMMVY is reviewed periodically through Video Conferences with States/UTs and through
National and Regional level workshops for its successful implementation. The operational
difficulties faced by the States/UTs in implementation of the scheme, as and when reported, are
addressed through mutual/technical discussions.

 

Annual target cannot be fixed. However, PMMVY is expected to cover 51.70 lakhs beneficiaries
per annum. The State/UT-wise the number of beneficiaries reaping the benefits of the scheme
so far is given below:

 

Sl. No. State/UT Number of Beneficiaries

 1. Andaman & Nicobar Islands 4,023

 2. Andhra Pradesh 8,08,112

 3. Arunachal Pradesh 11,937

 4. Assam 3,84,463

 5. Bihar 8,66,808

 6. Chandigarh 14,969

 7. Chhattisgarh 3,20,612

 8. Dadra & Nagar Haveli 5,443

 9. Daman & Diu 3,093

 10. Delhi 1,26,292

 11. Goa 11,737

 12. Gujarat 5,85,825

 13. Haryana 3,48,926

 14. Himachal Pradesh 1,21,560

 15. Jammu & Kashmir 1,09,260

 16. Jharkhand 3,38,222

 17. Karnataka 6,73,749

 18. Kerala 4,00,665

 19. Lakshadweep 650
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 20. Madhya Pradesh 14,45,609

 21. Maharashtra 12,93,585

 22. Manipur 27,248

 23. Meghalaya 15,822

 24. Mizoram 15,841

 25. Nagaland 14,664

 26. Odisha 7

 27. Puducherry 13,299

 28. Punjab 2,49,023

 29. Rajasthan 9,81,685

 30. Sikkim 6,069

 31. Tamil Nadu 4,81,528

 32. Telangana 3

 33. Tripura 48,512

 34. Uttar Pradesh 22,70,458

 35. Uttarakhand 1,05,579

 36. West Bengal 7,15,083

Total 1,28,20,361

 

This information was given by the Minister of Women and Child Development, Smriti Zubin Irani,
in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today.

 

***

MM/ SB

(Release ID: 1595251) Visitor Counter : 167
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NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR WOMEN
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Women and Child Development

National Commission for Women

Posted On: 06 DEC 2019 3:20PM by PIB Delhi

Government is implementing the POSHAN Abhiyaan since 18th December, 2017 to address the
problem of malnutrition in the country. The salient features of the  Abhiyaan inter-alia include
ensuring convergence with various programmes; incentivizing States/ Union Territories for
achieving targeted goals; Information and Communication Technology enabled Integrated Child
Development Services-Common Application Software; Evaluation by NITI Aayog, Setting up of
National Nutrition Resource  Centre (NNRC) at National level and State Nutrition Resource
Centre (SNRC) in each State/Union Territory; Community Mobilization & Behaviour Change &
Communication, Awareness Advocacy and Information Education Communication,Jan Andolan
by educating people on nutritional aspects, Innovation, Strengthening human resource, 
measuring height and weight of children below 6 years of age for early detection of stunting and
wasting and  strengthening of Training & Capacity Building.

 

The results of the POSHAN Abhiyaan can be known after the programme has completed its
approved period.  However, in the meantime, as per the report of Comprehensive National
Nutrition Survey (CNNS) conducted by UNICEF, prevalence of stunting, wasting and
underweight among children is 34.7%, 17% and 33.4% respectively, which is an improvement
and reduction from the levels reported in National Family Health Survey-4.

 

The main purpose of the POSHAN Abhiyaan is to improve the nutritional status of children and
reduce the level of under-nutrition. For this purpose, ICDS-CAS (ICDS-Common Application
Software) enables growth monitoring of children with the help of auto plotting of growth chart on
the mobile application. Children (0-5 years) are weighed and their height measured at the
Anganwadis across the country and their data are entered in the ICDS-CAS application. Thus, it
enables monitoring of nutritional status of children across the country on monthly basis. SMS
alerts are sent to the concerned authorities for taking remedial action. Severely Acute
Malnourished children with medical complications are referred to Nutrition Rehabilitation Centres
by the health functionaries.

 

State-wise details of fund released under POSHAN Abhiyaan during 2017-18, 2018-19 and the
current year is given below:

   

      Amount in Rs. Lakhs

S. No. State/UT Released in Released in FY 2018-19 Released
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FY 2017 – 18
in FY 2019-

20

1
Andhra
Pradesh

1284.63 8604.68 5582.52

2 Bihar 6724.06 15001.67 10000

3 Chhattisgarh 965.45 9629.51 0

4 Delhi 945.95 2206.88 0

5 Goa 238.07 197.78 0

6 Gujarat 3036.66 11228.04 7531

7 Haryana 400.97 5992.46 0

8
Himachal
Pradesh

1557.26 4153.15 2480

9
Jammu &
Kashmir

388.59 8343.52 0

10 Jharkhand 1555.35 5110.45 0

11 Karnataka 3351.05 9870.89 0

12 Kerala 1273.37 6491.91 0

13
Madhya
Pradesh

3441.49 15894.17 17883

14 Maharashtra 2572.31 20989.28 33061.47

15 Odisha 4600.46 10571.65 0

16 Puducherry 39.24 393.7 497

17 Punjab 819.51 6090.33 0

18 Rajasthan 2045.73 9680.99 0

19 Tamil Nadu 1340.51 12210.93 0

20 Telangana 1736.94 8595.7 7003

21 Uttar Pradesh 8440.6 29582.87 0

22 Uttarakhand 1866.25 4301.57 3696

23 West Bengal 5545.27 19294.11 0

24
Arunachal
Pradesh

52.93 2663.35 0

25 Assam 2298.27 15492.36 14171

26 Manipur 340.46 3865.37 0

27 Meghalaya 462.98 1713.27 1706.8

28 Mizoram 119.38 957.65 902

29 Nagaland 163.74 1251.97 1445.17

30 Sikkim 98.59 328.47 544

31 Tripura 277.91 3695.72 0

32
Andaman &
Nicobar

100.22 416.89 307.62
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33 Chandigarh 158.88 306.82 526.97

34
Dadra &
Nagar Haveli

108.83 129.32 431.16

35 Daman & Diu 42.06 197.66 446.98

36 Laddakh - - -

37 Lakshadweep 60 138.9 126.75

  TOTAL 58453.97 255593.98 108342.44

           

 

This information was given by the Minister of Women and Child Development, SmritiZubinIrani,
in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today.

 

***

MM/ SB

(Release ID: 1595248) Visitor Counter : 96
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BHARATIYA POSHAN KRISHI KOSH
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Women and Child Development

Bharatiya POSHAN Krishi Kosh

Posted On: 06 DEC 2019 3:20PM by PIB Delhi

Ministry of Women and Child Development along with Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF)
announced the Bharatiya Poshan Krishi Kosh (BPKK) in New Delhi on 18th November, 2019.
Bhartiya Poshan Krishi Kosh” project has two components – Development of a Food Atlas and
Documentation of promising practices for Jan-Andolan for POSHAN Abhiyaan.  The Agro-Food
Atlas is to act as a repository of diverse crops across 127 agro-climatic zones of the country
having three parts- crops currently being grown, agro-ecological conditions (soil, organic carbon
content, ground water availability etc) and guidance on how a greater diversity of crops could be
encouraged in a particular district or block to promote dietary diversity and nutrition. The project
includes diverse data sources like National Sample Survey, Agri-Census, Soil Health Cards,
ISRO’s Advanced Wide Field Sensor (AWiFS) and National Aeronautics and Space
Administration’s (NASA’s) Moderate Resolution Imaging Spectro-Radio meter. The project also
documents social, behavioral and cultural practices that promote and reinforce healthy dietary
behaviors. Identification of promising practices with the help of a multi-disciplinary group of
experts and developments of a tool kit to disseminate best strategies for Social and Behavioural
Change Communication, specific to population groups in those regions is also a part of it. 

ATechnical Support Unithas been set-up under NITI Aayog which undertakes/conducts/
facilitates regular monitoring and evaluation of the National Nutrition Mission to assess the
impact of the programme. A National Council on India’s Nutritional Challenges under the
Chairmanship of Vice-Chairman NITI Aayog has been constituted to provide policy
direction,review and effective coordination and convergence between Ministries which have a
sectoral responsibility for the challenge of nutrition. 

Ministry of WCD is addressing the issue of malnutrition through various schemes including
POSHAN Abhiyaan. Under POSHAN Abhiyaan, Community Mobilization and Awareness
Advocacy leading to Jan Andolan, to educate the people on nutritional aspects,are among
various components to generate awareness and public participation. 

This information was given by the Minister of Women and Child Development, Smriti Zubin Irani,
in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today.

 

***

MM/ SB

(Release ID: 1595250) Visitor Counter : 97
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NATIONAL NUTRITION MISSION
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Women and Child Development

National Nutrition Mission

Posted On: 06 DEC 2019 3:19PM by PIB Delhi

Government is implementing the POSHAN Abhiyaan since 18th December, 2017 to address the
problem of malnutrition in the country. The goal of POSHAN Abhiyaan is to achieve
improvement in nutritional status of Children (0-6 years) and Pregnant Women and Lactating
Mothers (PW&LM) in a time bound manner in three years period beginning 2017-18 with fixed
targets as under:

 

S.No Objective Target

1. Prevent and reduce Stunting in children (0- 6 years) By 6% @ 2% p.a.

2.
Prevent and reduce under-nutrition (underweight prevalence) in
children (0-6 years)

By 6% @ 2% p.a.

3.
Reduce the prevalence of anemia among young Children(6-59
months)

By 9% @ 3% p.a.

4.
Reduce the prevalence of anemia among Women and Adolescent
Girls in the age group of 15-49 years.

By 9% @ 3% p.a.

5. Reduce Low Birth Weight (LBW). By 6% @ 2% p.a.

 

The results of the POSHAN Abhiyaanmay be known after the programme has completed its
approved period.  However, as per the report of Comprehensive National Nutrition Survey
(CNNS) conducted by UNICEF, prevalence of stunting, wasting and underweight among
children is 34.7%, 17% and 33.4% respectively, which is an improvement and reduction from the
levels reported in National Family Health Survey-4.

Fund allocation under POSHAN Abhiyaanis  950.00 crore,  3061.30 crore and  3400.00 crore in
year 2017-18,  2018-19  and 2019-20 respectively.

All districts of the country are covered in the POSHAN Abhiyaan.

This information was given by the Minister of Women and Child Development, Smriti Zubin Irani,
in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today.

 

***

MM/ SB
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MATERNITY ENTITLEMENTS UNDER NFSA
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Women and Child Development

Maternity Entitlements Under NFSA

Posted On: 06 DEC 2019 3:18PM by PIB Delhi

The State-wise and Year-wise details of funds utilised by the States/UTs on implementing the
Maternity Benefit Programme (erstwhile Indira Gandhi Matritva Sahyog Yojana) from 2013-14 to
2016-17 is at Annexure-I. Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY) was approved on
17.05.2017. The State-wise and Year-wise details of maternity benefit disbursed under PMMVY
from 2017-18 to 2019-20 (as on 02.12.2019) is at Annexure-II.

The National Food Security Act, 2013 (NFSA) provides that subject to such schemes as may be
framed by the Central Government, every Pregnant Women & Lactating Mother (PW&LM),
except those who are in regular employment with the Central Government or State Government
or Public Sector Undertaking or those who are in receipt of similar benefits under any law for the
time being in force, shall be entitled to maternity benefit of not less than rupees six thousand, in
such instalments as may be prescribed by the Central Government.   

Pradhan MantriMatruVandana Yojana (PMMVY) is applicable to all the entitled beneficiaries
including, those in informal and unorganized sectors, with effect from 01.01.2017. Under,
PMMVY payment of maternity benefits of 5,000/- in beneficiary’s bank/post office account is
provided in three instalments at the stage of early registration of pregnancy, after six months of
pregnancy with at least one antenatal check-up and registration of child birth & first cycle of
immunisation of the child. The eligible beneficiary receives the remaining cash incentive as per
approved norms towards Maternity Benefit under Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY) after
institutional delivery so that on an average, a woman gets  6000/-. The maternity benefits under
PMMVY are available to the eligible beneficiaries for first living child of family.

The budgetary provision of 2,500 crore for implementation of PMMVY during the financial year
of 2019-20 is sufficient to cover the beneficiaries.   

All States/UTs have been provided adequate funds for implementation of PMMVY from the year
2017-18.

As per the PMMVY scheme implementation guidelines issued by the Government in September,
2017, for registration and claim of first instalment, duly filled up Form 1-A along with copy of
Mother and Child Protection Card (MCP Card), proof of identity of Beneficiary and her Husband
(Aadhaar Card or permitted alternate ID proof of both) is required to be submitted. While
submitting the form, the beneficiary is required to submit her and her husband’s Aadhaar details
with their written consents, her/husband/family member’s Mobile Number and her Bank/Post
Office account details. The alternate ID proof includes any one of the following: (i) Aadhaar
Enrolment ID of both, if enrolled for Aadhaar, (ii) Request made to the concerned officials
specifically designated by the State Government/UT Administration responsible for
implementation of scheme for Aadhaar enrolment of both, (iii) Bank or Post Office Photo
Passbook, (iv) Voter ID Card, (v) Ration Card, (vi) Kisan Photo Passbook, (vii) Passport, (viii)
Driving License, (ix)PAN Card, (x) MGNREGS Job Card, (xi) her husband’s Employee Photo
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Identity Card issued by the Government or any Public Sector Undertaking, (xii) Any other Photo
Identity Card issued by the State Governments or Union Territory Administrations, (xiii)
Certificate of identity with photograph issued by a Gazetted Officer on official letterhead, (xiv)
Health Card issued by Primary Health Centre (PHC) or Government Hospital, (xvi)Any other
document specified by the State Government or Union Territory Administration.

For claiming second instalment, beneficiary is required to submit duly filled up Form 1-B after six
months of pregnancy, along with the copy of MCP Card showing at least one Ante-Natal
Checkup (ANC).

For claiming the third instalment, beneficiary is required to submit duly filled up Form 1-C along
with copy of child birth registration and copy of MCP Card showing that the child has received
first cycle of immunization or its equivalent/substitute.

The beneficiaries from the State of Assam & Meghalaya and UT Administrations of Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh are exempted from requirement of submissions of Aadhaar.

Annexure – I

 

State/UT-wise and Year-wise details of funds utilised by States/UTs on implementation of
Maternity Benefit Programme (erstwhile Indira Gandhi Matritva Sahyog Yojana) during the
years 2013-14 to 2016-17

 

Sl.
No.

Name of the States/UTs
2013-14

( in Lakhs)
2014-15

( in Lakhs)
2015-16

( in Lakhs)
2016-17

( in Lakhs)

1 Andhra Pradesh 3174.35 2100.90 499.38 1997.86

2 Arunachal Pradesh 11.91 41.49 20.74 0.00

3 Assam 2186.92 NR NR 515.43

4 Bihar 3849.02 2747.60 0.00 347.11

5 Chhattisgarh 678.66 1081.75 790.44 357.28

6 Goa 115.68 257.60 144.09 25.37

7 Gujarat 1085.70 1611.16 1021.49 1066.78

8 Haryana 46.20 216.42 119.68 162.23

9 Himachal Pradesh 140.37 180.57 297.03 339.50

10 Jammu & Kashmir 689.44 NR 379.51 NR

11 Jharkhand 320.55 331.27 229.32 238.69

12 Karnataka 1124.55 1203.03 781.75 NR

13 Kerala 1274.86 567.47 499.91 374.08

14 Madhya Pradesh 1942.89 2909.29 1164.83 2987.50

15 Maharashtra 2078.19 2663.23 1641.43 1626.44

16 Manipur 36.68 NR NR NR

17 Meghalaya 33.18 0.00 160.00 NR
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18 Mizoram 28.54 19.39 9.70 NR

19 Nagaland 57.09 56.90 28.46 0.00

20 Odisha 1549.84 1788.41 1370.77 1061.36

21 Punjab 355.82 418.59 0.00 17.14

22 Rajasthan 1750.97 2156.69 2678.15 232.81

23 Sikkim 13.71 25.70 8.98 1.20

24 Tamil Nadu 2997.68 2405.76 1419.05 1354.09

25 Telangana - 1877.78 469.45 281.20

26 Tripura 100.82 73.16 172.11 115.24

27 Uttar Pradesh 212.62 99.12 0.00 0.00

28 Uttarakhand 501.03 516.34 343.96 984.81

29 West Bengal 1038.86 2072.69 1317.95 1253.53

30 Delhi 580.82 412.75 461.67 510.55

31 Andaman &  Nicobar Islands 116.36 44.30 70.71 0.60

32 Puducherry 11.71 45.63 NR NR

33 Chandigarh 129.77 32.80 12.35 NR

34 Daman & Diu 5.58 5.56 13.97 0.00

35 Dadra & Nagar Haveli 11.37 0.00 5.60 NR

36 Lakshadweep NR NR NR NR

  Total 28251.74 27963.35 16132.48 13852.94

* Funds utilised includes disbursement of maternity benefits and meeting other administrative
expenses.

Annexure - II

 

State/UT-wise and Year-wise details of maternity benefit disbursed under PMMVY from
2017-18 to 2019-20 (as on 03.12.2019)

 

Sl.
No.

State/UT
2017-18

( in Lakhs)
2018-19

( in Lakhs)

2019-20 (As on
02.12.2019)
( in Lakhs)

1.
Andaman & Nicobar
Islands

37.24 85.12 43.92

2. Andhra Pradesh 4,148.68 17579.76 10655.72

3. Arunachal Pradesh 0.94 205.98 201.00

4. Assam 104.15 3726.91 10165.34

5. Bihar 570.62 6230.17 14178.54
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6. Chandigarh 106.49 298.89 165.81

7. Chhattisgarh 664.6 4912.25 4522.03

8. Dadra & Nagar Haveli 8.35 100.11 64.14

9. Daman & Diu 0.12 56.08 34.44

10. Delhi 407.89 2528.67 1847.37

11. Goa 62.76 273.59 121.37

12. Gujarat 2,479.65 12682.71 9019.97

13. Haryana 1,270.74 8218.45 4711.03

14. Himachal Pradesh 442.26 2686.16 1761.5

15. Jammu & Kashmir 110.92 2595.28 1173.17

16. Jharkhand 700.86 5705.12 4440.33

17. Karnataka 2,070.09 13229.82 11727.55

18. Kerala 1,597.11 7597.99 5819.23

19. Lakshadweep 0.00 12.44 7.32

20. Madhya Pradesh 3178.4 33011.12 19873.81

21. Maharashtra 3,885.88 22033.21 21687.56

22. Manipur 65.64 274.40 745.25

23. Meghalaya 0.00 118.26 475.62

24. Mizoram 8.00 443.51 210.30

25. Nagaland 0.00 101.44 511.29

26. Odisha 0.005 0.225 0.00

27. Puducherry 13.67 315.59 210.75

28. Punjab 786.33 5977.33 2701.90

29. Rajasthan 672.79 21175.55 10449.51

30. Sikkim 4.79 154.81 76.29

31. Tamil Nadu 0.00 4178.43 8205.40

32. Telangana 0.00 0.00 0.00

33. Tripura 11.70 577.30 1077.08

34. Uttar Pradesh 4,442.17 41418.59 37042.36

35. Uttarakhand 416.51 1934.55 1797.88

36. West Bengal 144.43 12615.01 7990.52

Total 28,413.79 2,33,054.82 1,93,715.30

 

This information was given by the Minister of Women and Child Development, SmritiZubinIrani,
in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today.
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AYUSH

Promotion of AYUSH in Rural Areas

Posted On: 06 DEC 2019 3:40PM by PIB Delhi

Under National AYUSH Mission an amount of Rs. 1768.98 crore has been allocated /
released to the various Stats/ UTs as per the proposal received from them since
2014-15 to 2018-19. Further, as per the expenditure report submitted by State / UT
Governments, an amount of Rs. 769.61 crore has been spent.

As on 1st January 2018, there are 7,99,879 registered AYUSH doctors/practitioners in
India.  Out of these 4,43,704 belong to Ayurveda, while 2,93,455 and 51,110 belong
to Homoeopathy and Unani systems respectively. 9125 and 2425 doctors belong to
Siddha and Naturopathy systems respectively.

The Ministry is implementing Centrally Sponsored Scheme of National AYUSH
Mission (NAM) through States/UTs for the promotion of AYUSH system including
Homoeopathy.

The Ministry has setup an apex autonomous National Institute of Homoeopathy at
Kolkata which is conducting under-graduate & post-graduate courses in
Homoeopathy and is also providing health care services through its OPD/IPD.

The Ministry of AYUSH through its apex autonomous Research Council namely,
Central Council for Research in Homoeopathy (CCRH) which has a network of 24
institutes/units  and 06 treatment centres all over India  is undertaking scientific
research in Homoeopathy. The research is undertaken in the broad areas of clinical
research, drug standardization, drug proving, clinical verification, fundamental
research and public health & epidemics. CCRH has also been providing health care
services through the OPDs/IPDs of its institutes.

Swasthya Rakshan Program:- CCRH launched Swasthya Rakshan program which  is
being undertaken in 55 villages/ urban colonies through 11 institutes under the
Council. In this programme the local population is given health education and are
sensitized about adopting hygienic measures and are motivated about benefits &
adopting healthy life style; screening for early diagnosis and first line of treatment by
holding camps periodically in 55 identified villages.

Integrated NPCDCS Program:- Integration of Homoeopathy and  Yoga  in National
Programme for Prevention and Control of Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular Diseases
& Stroke (NPCDCS) has been taken up at Community  Health Centre levels 
in–Krishna district, Andhra Pradesh , Darjeeling district, West Bengal, Sambalpur,
Odisha and Nashik , Maharashtra  .  The program has been undertaken in
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collaboration with Ministry of Health and Family Welfare under NPCDCS programme.

SC Camps:- For the benefit of SC population, Health camps are conducted in the
villages having more than 40% SC population. Under this programme 46 villages
during the year 2017-18, 53 villages during the year 2018-19 and 28 villages during
2019-20 have been adopted to undertake the activity. The objective of the
programme is to provide free medical facilities to the people at their doorstep and
create awareness/ educate people about the healthy lifestyle through health
promotion activities.

CCRH has proposed for increasing the number of homoeopathic doctors for its
following institutes/Units:

 

S. No. Name of the Institute
N u m b e r  o f
d o c t o r s
proposed

1

D r .  D . P .  R a s t o g i  C e n t r a l
R e s e a r c h  I n s t i t u t e  o f
Homoeopathy,  Noida,  Ut tar
Pradesh

40

2
Dr. Anjali Chatterjee Regional
R e s e a r c h  I n s t i t u t e  o f
Homoeopathy, Kolkata

01

3
National Homoeopathy Research
Ins t i tu te  in  Menta l  Hea l th ,
Kottayam

60

4
Regional Research Institute of
Homoeopathy, Agartala

32

 

The activities undertaken for capacity building of the doctors are through:

Continued Medical Education.i.

Participation in seminars, conferences, workshops.ii.

Participation in training programs.iii.
 

Ministry of AYUSH is implementing Centrally Sponsored Scheme of National
AYUSH Mission (NAM) through States/UTs for the promotion of AYUSH in the
Country including rural areas. The Mission envisages better access to AYUSH
services, strengthening of AYUSH educational institutions, and enforcement of
quality control of Ayurveda, Siddha and Unani & Homoeopathy (ASU &H) drugs and
promotion of medicinal plants for sustainable availability of raw-materials for ASU &
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H drugs in the States/UTs. The National AYUSH Mission (NAM) inter-alia makes
provision for the following activities: -

(i) Co-location of AYUSH facilities at Primary Health Centers (PHCs),
Community Health Centers (CHCs) and District Hospitals (DHs).

(ii) Up gradation of exclusive State Government AYUSH Hospitals and Dispensaries.

(iii) Setting up of up to 50 bedded integrated AYUSH Hospital.

(iv) Upgradation of State Government Educational Institutions.

(v) Setting up of new State Government AYUSH Educational Institutions in the
State where it is not available.

(vi) Strengthening of State Government/ Public Sector Undertaking (PSU)
Ayurveda, Siddha, Unani and Homoeopathy (ASU&H) Pharmacies and Drug
Testing Laboratories (DTL).

(vii) Cultivation and Promotion of Medicinal Plants.

This information was given by the Minister of State (Independent Charge) for AYUSH,
Shri Shripad Yesso Naik in written reply to a question in Lok Sabha today.

 

****************
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Posted On: 06 DEC 2019 1:40PM by PIB Delhi

Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY), a Central Sector Scheme, was
announced in August 2003 to address imbalances in availability of tertiary care hospitals and
improve medical education in the country. It has two components:

Setting up of new AIIMS: Out of total twenty-two new AIIMS announced so far, six AIIMS
are functional and another fifteen AIIMS have been approved.

I.

Up-gradation of existing State/Central Government Medical College/Institutions
(GMC):This involves construction of Super Speciality Block/Trauma Centre and
procurement of Medical Equipment and as on date seventy-five projects in twenty-three
states have been approved.

II.

 

The Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY) comprises setting up of new AIIMS
and upgradation   of   existing   Government   Medical   Colleges/Institutions (GMCIs). Over a
period of time, the scheme has been expanded to cover 22 new AIIMS and 75 GMCIs
upgradation projects in seven phases.

 

The present status of the AIIMS and GMC upgradation project under PMSSY is as follows:

Six AIIMS at Bhopal, Bhubaneswar, Jodhpur, Patna, Raipur and Rishikesh are fully
functional.

i.

 

In addition, OPD services in AIIMS Raebareli, AIIMS Mangalagiri and AIIMS Gorakhpur
were commenced in 2018-19. Also, the OPD services have been started in AIIMS Nagpur
in 2019-2020.

 

Further, the academic session for MBBS course at AIIMS Mangalagiri and AIIMS Nagpur
with 50 students was started in 2018-19. Also, 1stsession of undergraduate MBBS course
with 50 seats has also started in AIIMS Raebareli, Kalyani, Gorakhpur, Bathinda, Deoghar
and Bibinagar from the session 2019-20.

 

ii. Out of seventy-five GMC up-gradation projects approved, construction work in forty-three●
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projects has already been completed.
 

 

 

 

 

The detailed status of all the projects under the scheme is given below:

 

Details of new AIIMS&GMC upgradation projects under PMSSY

S.No. State Name of GMC/AIIMS
Status/

Progress of the Construction

1 Andhra Pradesh

1. Sri Venkateshwara Institute of
Medical Sciences, Tirupati

Completed

2.Siddhartha Medical College,
Vijayawada

Completed

3.Govt. Medical College, Anantpur 92%

4. AIIMS Mangalagiri

OPD Block (Substantially
completed)

Residential Block (75%)
Hospital and Academic Campus

(38%)

2 Assam

1.Guwahati Medical College,
Guwahati

Completed

2.Assam Medical College, Dibrugarh 84%

3. AIIMS Guwahati 7.22%

3 Bihar

1.Srikrishna Medical College,
Muzaffarapur

59%

2.Govt. Medical College, Darbhanga 65%

3.Patna Medical College & Hospital,
Patna

2%

4.Government Medical College,
Bhagalpur

27%

5.Government Medical College, Gaya 29%

6. IGIMS, Patna Executing Agency appointed

7. AIIMS, Patna Functional

8. AIIMS, Bihar State Govt. yet to identify site

4 Chhattisgarh
1.Government Medical College,
Bilaspur

22%
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2.Government Medical College,
Jagdalpur

25%

3. AIIMS Raipur Functional

5 Delhi 1.UCMS-GTB hospital -

6 Goa 1.Goa Medical College, Panaji 53%

7 Gujarat

1. BJ Medical College, Ahmadabad Completed

2.Govt. Medical College, Rajkot Completed

3.Government Medical College, Surat DPR approved

4.Government Medical College,
Bhavnagar

39.2%

5. AIIMS Rajkot Executing Agency appointed

8 Haryana

1.Pandit BD Sharma Postgraduate
Institute of Medical Sciences, Rohtak

Completed

2. AIIMS Manethi
State Govt. yet to hand over

encumbrance free land

9
Himachal
Pradesh

1. Government Medical College,
Tanda

Completed

2. Indira Gandhi Govt. Medical
College, Shimla

58%

3. AIIMS Bilaspur 14%

10
Jammu &
Kashmir

1. Government Medical College,
Jammu

Completed

2.Government Medical College,
Srinagar

Completed

3. AIIMS Jammu

Master plan finalized.
Technical Bids for appointment of

construction agency under
evaluation by CPWD.

4. AIIMS Kashmir
Master plan finalized.

NIT for the construction works
under preparation by CPWD.

11 Jharkhand

1.Rajendra Institute of Medical
Sciences (RIMS), Ranchi

Completed

2.Patliputra Medical College,
Dhanbad

93%

3. AIIMS Deoghar 3.5%

12 Karnataka

1.Bangalore Medical College,
Bangalore

Completed

2.Vijayanagar Institute of Medical
Sciences, Bellary

Completed

3.Karnataka Institute of Medical
Sciences, Hubli

Completed

13 Kerala 1.Medical College, Completed



Page 72

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Thiruvananthapuram

2.Kozhikode Medical College 77%

3.T.D. Medical College, Alappuzha 75%

4. SCTIMST, Trivandrum 25%

14
Madhya
Pradesh

1.Govt. Medical College, Rewa Completed

2. NetajiSubhash Chandra Bose
Medical College, Jabalpur

Completed

3. GR Medical College, Gwalior Completed

4. Government Medical College,
Indore

67%

5. AIIMS Bhopal Functional

15 Maharashtra

1.  Grant Medical College & Sir JJ
Group of Hospitals, Mumbai

Completed

2. Government Medical College,
Nagpur

Completed

3. Govt. Medical College, Aurangabad Completed

4.Govt. Medical College,  Latur Completed

5.Govt. Medical College, Akola Completed

6. Shri Vasantrao Naik Govt. Medical
College, Yavatmal.

87%

7. AIIMS Nagpur

OPD Block (Substantially
completed)

Residential Block (80%)
Hospital and Academic Campus

(42.5%)

16 Odisha

1.MKCG Medical College, Behrampur Completed

2.VSS Medical College, Burla. 66.50%

3.Government Medical College,
Cuttack

1%

4. AIIMS Bhubaneswar Functional

17 Punjab

1. Government Medical College,
Amritsar

Completed

2. Govt. Medical College, Patiala Completed

3. AIIMS, Bathinda 44.56%

18 Rajasthan

1.SP Medical College, Bikaner Completed

2.RNT Medical College, Udaipur Completed

3.Govt. Medical College, Kota Completed

4.Government Medical College,
Jaipur

54%

5. AIIMS Jodhpur Functional

19 Tamil Nadu
1.Government Medical College,
Salem

Completed
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2.Government Medical College,
Madurai

Completed

3.Thanjavur Medical College,
Thanjavur

Completed

4.Tirunelveli Medical College,
Tirunelveli

Completed

5. AIIMS Madurai
Pre-investment activities in

progress.

20 Telangana

1. Nizam Institute of Medical
Sciences, Hyderabad

Completed

2.Rajiv Gandhi Institute of Medical
Sciences, Adilabad

76%

3.Kakatiya Medical College, Warangal 96.20%

4. AIIMS Bibinagar Executing Agency appointed

21 Tripura
1.Agartala Govt. Medical College,
Tripura

72%

22 Uttar Pradesh

1. SGPGIMS, Lucknow Completed

2. Trauma Centre (TC) in IMS, BHU,
Varanasi

Completed

3.Jawaharlal Nehru Medical College
of Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh

Completed

4.Govt. Medical College, Jhansi Completed

5.Govt. Medical College, Gorakhpur Completed

6.MLN Medical College, Allahabad 94%

7.LLR Medical College, Meerut Completed

8.Government Medical College, Agra 18%

9.Government Medical College,
Kanpur

33%

10.SSB at Institute of Medical
Sciences, BHU, Varanasi

Completed

11.RIO at Institute of Medical
Sciences, BHU, Varanasi

40%

12. AIIMS Rae Bareli
Residential Block completed.
Hospital and Medical College-

65%

13. AIIMS Gorakhpur 52.01%

23 Uttarakhand 1. AIIMS Rishikesh Functional

24 West Bengal

1.Kolkata Medical College, Kolkata Completed

2.BS Medical College, Bankura Completed

3.Govt. Medical College, Malda Completed

4.North Bengal Medical College,
Darjeeling

62%
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5. AIIMS Kalyani

OPD Block (86%)
Residential Block (65%)

Hospital and Academic Campus
(43%)

 

 

Procurement of medical equipment for upgradation of Government Medical College, Nagpur,
under Phase -II of PMSSY, was undertaken by the Medical College itself. Besides, some of the
GMCIs upgraded under Phase -I and Phase-II of PMSSY were assigned procurement of low-
end medical equipment costing less than Rs. 30 lakhs. However,as far as procurement by the
GMCI is concerned no deficiency in the procurement has been reported to this Ministry.
However, for GMC under Phase III, IV & V procurement of equipment is undertaken by M/s
HITES (Procurement Support Agency) appointed by Government of India.

 

The Minister of State (Health and Family Welfare), Sh Ashwini Kumar Choubey stated this in a
written reply in the Lok Sabha here today.

 

*****
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As per the National Family Health Survey (NFHS) - IV (20015-16), 54.2 percent
women (15-49 years) and 59.5 percent children (6-59 months) in rural area of the
country are anaemic.

●

As per Comprehensive National Nutrition Survey (2016-18), 19% children aged 1-
4 years, 17 % children aged 5-9 years and 32% adolescents aged 10-19 years
have zinc deficiency in the country.

●

The most common cause of anaemia is iron deficiency, caused by inadequate
dietary iron intake or absorption, increased needs for iron during pregnancy or
growth periods, and increased iron losses as a result of menstruation and
helminth (intestinal worms) infestation.

●

Other important causes of anaemia include hemoglobinopathies such as Sickle
Cell anemia, Thalassaemia etc, Malaria and Flurosis.

●

The State/UT-wise detail of anaemia prevalence in women and children in rural
areas as per NFHS-4 is given below:

●

State wise Anaemia prevalence among women of reproductive age (15-49
years)- Rural

 Source NFHS-IV

Sr no State and UT
Any (< 12
gm/dl)

Mild (10.0-
11.9 gm/dl)
 

M o d e r a t e
( 7 . 0 - 9 . 9
gm/dl)

S e v e r e
( < 7 . 0 0
gm/dl)
 

1
A n d a m a n  A n d
Nicobar Islands

65.9 41.3 23.2 1.4

2 Andhra Pradesh 61.2 39.9 19.4 1.9

3 Arunachal Pradesh 43.9 34.3 8.8 0.8

4 Assam 46.3 37.3 8.4 0.6

5 Bihar 60.6 45.8 14.1 0.7

6 Chandigarh 92.3 76.9 15.4 0.0

7 Chhattisgarh 48.2 38.6 8.8 0.8

8
Dadra And Nagar
Haveli

86.6 63.8 21.5 1.3
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9 Daman And Diu 56.3 43.1 11.3 1.9

10 Goa 32.1 26.1 5.1 0.9

11 Gujarat 57.5 41.3 14.5 1.7

12 Haryana 63.9 43.1 19.3 1.5

13 Himachal Pradesh 53.4 39.6 13.1 0.7

14
J a m m u  A n d
Kashmir

48.5 32.5 14.5 1.5

15 Jharkhand 67.3 50.2 16.2 0.9

16 Karnataka 46.2 33.5 11.5 1.2

17 Kerala 32.6 28.1 4.1 0.4

18 Lakshadweep 51.6 35.0 16.1 0.5

19 Madhya Pradesh 53.8 40.2 12.5 1.1

20 Maharashtra 47.8 36.2 10.6 1.0

21 Manipur 26.3 22.1 3.9 0.3

22 Meghalaya 59.6 40.5 17.6 1.5

23 Mizoram 30.0 25.7 4.2 0.1

24 Nagaland 29.5 22.8 5.8 0.9

25 Delhi 78.0 43.7 32.0 2.3

26 Odisha 51.8 40.8 10.2 0.8

27 Puducherry 54.8 41.4 12.3 1.1

28 Punjab 54.3 42.6 11.2 0.5

29 Rajasthan 49.0 35.7 12.1 1.2

30 Sikkim 35.1 27.2 7.3 0.6

31 Tamil Nadu 56.8 40.6 14.4 1.8

32 Tripura 54.1 42.2 11.4 0.5

33 Uttar Pradesh 52.3 38.6 12.6 1.1

34 Uttarakhand 46.2 34.6 10.3 1.3

35 West Bengal 64.3 50.4 13.2 0.7

36 Telangana 58.1 37.3 18.3 2.5

  All India 54.2 40.3 12.8 1.1

 

Table 2: State wise Anaemia prevalence among children (6-59 months)- Rural

Source NFHS-IV

Sr no State and UT Any (< 11 S e v e r e Mild (10.0- M o d e r a t e
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gm/dl)
( < 7 . 0 0
gm/dl)
 

10.9 gm/dl)
( 7 . 0 - 9 . 9
gm/dl)

1
A n d a m a n  A n d
Nicobar Islands

50.0 0.8 22.5 26.7

2 Andhra Pradesh 60.8 2.3 30.6 27.9

3 Arunachal Pradesh 55.0 1.1 24.2 29.7

4 Assam 36.5 0.4 11.7 24.4

5 Bihar 64.0 1.3 32.2 30.5

6 Chandigarh 100.0 12.5 62.5 25.0

7 Chhattisgarh 41.2 0.5 17.0 23.7

8
Dadra And Nagar
Haveli

87.7 2.2 51.5 34.0

9 Daman And Diu 76.7 1.3 35.5 39.9

10 Goa 41.2 0.5 14.8 25.9

11 Gujarat 64.5 1.9 30.7 31.9

12 Haryana 73.0 3.2 41.3 28.5

13 Himachal Pradesh 53.3 2.5 28.1 22.7

14
J a m m u  A n d
Kashmir

55.6 2.6 30.9 22.1

15 Jharkhand 71.5 1.1 38.4 32.0

16 Karnataka 63.4 1.0 30.3 32.1

17 Kerala 35.9 0.4 12.9 22.6

18 Lakshadweep 67.2 0.0 30.0 37.2

19 Madhya Pradesh 69.8 1.9 38.1 29.8

20 Maharashtra 54.0 0.8 25.5 27.7

21 Manipur 23.3 0.2 6.8 16.3

22 Meghalaya 48.9 0.6 17.8 30.5

23 Mizoram 24.5 0.9 8.0 15.6

24 Nagaland 28.0 0.4 11.4 16.2

25 Delhi 88.2 8.7 57.5 22.0

26 Odisha 45.6 0.9 19.7 25.0

27 Puducherry 48.5 0.7 16.3 31.5

28 Punjab 57.1 1.1 28.1 27.9

29 Rajasthan 61.6 2.0 32.5 27.1

30 Sikkim 52.7 0.5 20.7 31.5

31 Tamil Nadu 52.5 1.3 23.9 27.3
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32 Tripura 49.2 0.3 18.8 30.1

33 Uttar Pradesh 62.6 2.1 33.9 26.6

34 Uttarakhand 59.2 2.2 30.6 26.4

35 West Bengal 53.7 0.6 21.4 31.7

36 Telangana 67.4 3.4 39.2 24.8

  All India 59.5 1.5 29.8 28.2

 

Government is implementing various schemes in order to reduce anemia cases in the
country. The details of these schemes/programmes are as below:

 

The Ministry of Health & Family Welfare has launched “Anaemia Mukt Bharat”
strategy for prevention and treatment of anaemia in children (6-59 months), pre-
school children (5-9 years), adolescents girls and boys (10-19 years), pregnant
and lactating women and in women of reproductive age group (15-49 years) in
programme mode through life cycle approach via Iron & Folic Acid (IFA)
supplementation across life stages.

●

Since the initiation of the strategy, various activities have been conducted. These
are in the form of guidelines and dissemination, training package, supply chain
management assessment, quarterly dashboard report for monitoring and review
of programme coverage.

●

Universal screening of pregnant women for anaemia is a part of ante-natal care
and all severely anaemic mothers are line listed and followed up for
comprehensive management at higher facilities.

●

Both the Health Management Information System & Mother Child Tracking
System are reporting the cases of anaemic and severely anaemic pregnant
women.

●

In malaria endemic areas, to tackle the problem of anaemia due to malaria
particularly in pregnant women and children, Long Lasting Insecticide Nets
(LLINs) and Insecticide Treated Bed Nets (ITBNs) are being distributed.

●

Health and nutrition education through IEC & BCC to promote dietary
diversification, inclusion of iron folate rich food as well as food items that
promotes iron absorption.

●

Safe Motherhood Booklet is being distributed to the pregnant women for
educating them on dietary diversification and promotion of consumption of IFA.

●

The details of fund sanctioned and utilized for the anaemia prevention and control
programme during the last three years and current year are given below:

●

Details on funds released and spent on Anemia control for last three
financial years (2016-17, 2017-18, 2018-19 and 2019-209 till Q-2)
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State-wise details of State Programme Implementation Plans Approvals and Expenditure for
Anemia under NHM from the F.Y. 2016-17 to 2019-20

 

                  (Rs. in Lakhs)  

S.No. State 2016-17
(Rs in
lakhs)

2017-18 (Rs in
Lakhs)

2018-19 (Rs in Lakhs)
2019-20  till Q-2 (Rs

in Lakhs)

 

 

     

A.
High
Focus
States

 
S
PI
P

EXP SPIP EXP SPIP EXP SPIP
E
X
P

 

1 Bihar

58
56
.6
9

268.77
4665.7

9
1670.4

2
13205.59 4029.99 12827.90

10
96
.1
7

 

2
Chattis
garh

27
84
.5
0

633.34
4023.2

9
862.81 4041.01 610.77 3351.31

11
34
.9
9

 

3

Himac
hal
Prades
h

60
.7
7

58.22 109.50 29.13 1727.14 1201.32 1207.60
34
0.
85

 

4

Jammu
&
Kashm
ir

73
6.
98

199.78 911.30 86.70 3160.14 2016.69 2311.87
68
2.
90

 

5
Jharkh
and

20
83
.5
3

535.25
1417.0

8
1064.9

4
6524.48 5190.68 3791.72

12
45
.7
6

 

6

Madhy
a
Prades
h

22
12
.2
8

1551.8
6

2075.2
2

1077.6
3

10219.90 5954.13 10644.91

23
23
.4
1

 

7 Orissa
40
8.
91

115.33
2535.5

0
1186.2

2
5498.59 2794.04 2462.95

18
3.
23

 

8
Rajast
han

22
73
.2
8

802.37
1643.5

2
973.49 7828.55 7630.83 9040.06

10
74
.7
5

 

9
Uttar
Prades
h

27
65
.3
0

2352.0
7

7189.9
8

1950.7
5

29094.66 21104.70 26713.02

35
97
.8
0

 

10 Uttarak 13 192.28 490.89 339.49 1289.98 1498.70 1114.02 77  
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hand
3.
28

7.
18

 
Sub

Total

19
31
5.
52

6709.2
6

25062.
07

9241.5
8

82590.04 52031.85 73465.36

12
45
7.
04

 

B. NE
States

                   

11

Arunac
hal
Prades
h

61
.1
1

109.02 692.11 192.45 457.03 273.75 651.03
37
.8
6

 

12 Assam

25
28
.3
4

875.24
2359.0

0
1122.0

0
6422.18 2442.58 4519.78

90
4.
37

 

13
Manipu
r

17
2.
62

155.34 188.13 60.27 404.71 278.77 529.57
57
.1
4

 

14
Meghal
aya

47
0.
40

492.83
1623.6

2
791.87 847.10 2331.98 839.31

14
9.
94

 

15
Mizora
m

22
8.
13

126.76 436.91 121.68 305.12 165.94 336.68
35
.8
5

 

16
Nagala
nd

16
0.
49

115.37 312.61 436.35 413.91 217.30 488.86
40
.0
5

 

17 Sikkim
59
.0
0

15.28 65.87 35.60 137.23 46.59 92.91
11
.7
5

 

18 Tripura
88
.0
7

177.72 501.98 189.33 869.09 543.74 529.08
10
9.
61

 

 
Sub

Total

37
68
.1
6

2067.5
6

6180.2
3

2949.5
6

9856.37 6300.63 7987.22

13
46
.5
6

 

C.
Non-
High
Focus
States

                   

19
Andhra
Prades
h

14
20
.1
8

670.49
1847.0

1
1199.0

6
4661.23 3408.76 4671.53

12
99
.5
3
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20 Goa
57
.6
6

43.00 96.86 62.59 194.96 103.43 131.94
42
.2
9

 

21 Gujarat

20
92
.3
5

1970.5
0

2006.0
9

1777.6
0

4672.28 3684.33 4630.87

13
66
.5
7

 

22
Haryan
a

22
8.
10

36.64 752.23 123.13 1696.82 767.90 1511.18
37
6.
32

 

23
Karnat
aka

14
35
.3
3

1343.7
3

4228.6
5

1435.2
9

6137.54 3016.99 6852.27

12
55
.8
1

 

24 Kerala
59
0.
92

615.72 606.76 436.60 2286.59 2031.74 2768.28
42
4.
73

 

25
Mahar
ashtra

57
61
.6
7

1785.2
6

7415.3
0

1090.5
6

6187.73 3940.79 17158.08
62
8.
94

 

26 Punjab

12
80
.1
4

1161.7
5

1372.6
4

329.04 3934.19 343.36 4255.40
58
6.
93

 

27
Tamil
Nadu

17
46
.7
2

1961.6
7

907.48
1264.4

8
7193.91 5775.45 8824.07

23
14
.0
1

 

28
Telang
ana

15
82
.8
3

417.75 852.06
1388.8

1
3045.94 1587.74 2049.41

85
7.
34

 

29
West
Bengal

37
18
.4
5

1979.3
4

4016.3
5

3394.7
0

9058.50 6348.74 12782.80

22
74
.8
8

 

 
Sub

Total

19
91
4.
36

11985.
84

24101.
43

12501.
85

49069.69 31009.23 65635.83

11
42
7.
36

 

D.
Small
States/
UTs

                   

30
Andam
an &
Nicoba

47
.3
7

10.66 74.65 7.95 32.37 20.50 23.99
11
.1
7
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r
Islands

31
Chandi
garh

15
.9
1

1.87 2.25 0.42 126.57 106.93 1.20
0.
12

 

32

Dadra
&
Nagar
Haveli

11
9.
59

9.54 30.24 102.76 124.16 23.37 15.97
0.
00

 

33
Daman
& Diu

13
.5
6

4.09 24.38 11.17 30.31 7.02 33.20
0.
05

 

34 Delhi
38
.4
5

15.34 203.16 11.08 1523.28 154.58 1839.66
46
.2
9

 

35
Laksha
dweep

7.
07

0.00 14.30 3.03 45.94 4.42 9.71
1.
64

 

36
Puduc
herry

13
0.
83

132.19 124.74 86.68 320.16 186.59 356.80
13
.6
8

 

 
Sub

Total

37
2.
78

173.68 473.72 223.07 2202.79 503.41 2280.53
72
.9
5

 

 
Grand
Total

43
37
0.
82

20936.
35

55817.
45

24916.
06

143718.89 89845.12 149368.93

25
30
3.
91

 

  Note:                      

 
1. SPIP means State Programme
Implementation Plan.

                 

 
2. Expenditure includes expenditure against central Release, State release & unspent
balances at the beginning of  the year. Data is as updated up to 30.09.2019, hence
provisional.

   

 
3. The above data is as per FMR submitted by
States, hence provisional.

               

                                             

 

 

The Minister of State (Health and Family Welfare), Sh Ashwini Kumar Choubey stated this in a
written reply in the Lok Sabha here today.

 

*****
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-12-07

AMRIT PHARMACY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

Amrit Pharmacy

Posted On: 06 DEC 2019 1:35PM by PIB Delhi

AMRIT Pharmacies are being opened and operated by M/s HLL Lifecare Ltd., a
Central Public Sector Undertaking (CPSU) of Ministry of Health & Family Welfare.
The State/UT-wise list of operational AMRIT pharmacies is given below:

 

State/UT-wise list of operational AMRIT

S.No State/UT Name of Hospital where AMRIT Store is operational

1

ASSAM

AMRIT, GMCH, GUWAHATI

2 AMRIT GMCH UNIT 2 , GUWAHATI

3 AMRIT, AMCH, DIBRUGARH

4 AMRIT, FAAMCH, BARPETA

5 AMRIT, JMCH, JORHAT

6 AMRIT, TMCH, TEZPUR

7 AMRIT, SMCH, SILCHAR

8 AMRIT, MAHENDRA MOHAN CHOUDHARI HOSPITAL

9 AMRIT, CIVIL HOSPITAL, BAKSA

10 AMRIT, CIVIL HOSPITAL, SONAPUR

11 AMRIT, CIVIL HOSPITAL, BONGAIGAON

12 AMRIT, CIVIL HOSPITAL GOALPARA

13 AMRIT, CIVIL HOSPITAL, KOKRAJHAR

14 AMRIT, CIVIL HOSPITAL, NALBARI

15 AMRIT, CIVIL HOSPITAL, MORIGAON

16 AMRIT, CIVIL HOSPITAL, NAGAON

17
AMRIT, TOLARAM BAFNA CIVIL HOSPITAL,
AMINGAON

18 AMRIT, KANAKLATA CIVIL HOSPITAL, TEZPUR

19 AMRIT, MANGALDAI CIVIL HOSPITAL, DARRANG

20 AMRIT, NORTH LAKHIMPUR HOSPITAL
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21 AMRIT, SIVASAGAR CIVIL HOSPITAL, JOYSAGAR

22
AMRIT, KUSHAL KONWAR CIVIL HOSPITAL,
GOLAGHAT

23 AMRIT, CANCER HOSPITAL, GUWAHATI

24 AMRIT, CIVIL HOSPITAL, BARNAGAON, UDALGURI

25 AMRIT PHARMACY, CIVIL HOSPITAL, BARPETA

26 AMRIT PHARMACY, CIVIL HOSPITAL, DHEMAJI

27 AMRIT PHARMACY, CIVIL HOSPITAL, DHUBRI

28 AMRIT PHARMACY, CIVIL HOSPITAL, TINSUKIA

29 AMRIT PHARMACY, CIVIL HOSPITAL, CHIRANG

30 AMRIT PHARMACY, CIVIL HOSPITAL, DIPHU

31 AMRIT PHARMACY, CIVIL HOSPITAL, HAILAKANDI

32 AMRIT PHARMACY, CIVIL HOSPITAL, SILCHAR

33 AMRIT PHARMACY, CIVIL HOSPITAL, MAJULI

34 AMRIT PHARMACY, CIVIL HOSPITAL, HAFLONG

35
ANDHRA
PRADESH

AIIMS, MANGALAGIRI

36
BIHAR

AMRIT, IGMS PATNA

37 AIIMS, PATNA

38

CHANDIGARH

AMRIT, NEHRU HOSPITAL, PGIMER, CHANDIGARH

39
AMRIT, ADVANCED CARDIAC CENTRE(ACC),
CHANDIGARH

40 AMRIT, GMCH, SECTOR 32

41
AMRIT, ADVANCED EYE CENTRE(AEC),
CHANDIGARH

42 AMRIT, OPTICALS, AEC, PGIMER CHANDIGARH

43
AMRIT, ADVANCED PAEDIATRIC CENTRE, PGIMER,
CHANDIGARH

44
AMRIT, ADVANCED TRAUMA CENTRE, PGIMER,
CHANDIGARH

45
CHATTISGARH

AMRIT, AIIMS, RAIPUR

46 AMRIT-JNH & RC, SAIL, BHILAI

47

HARYANA

AMRIT PHARMACY - MUNICIPAL CORPORATION,
GURGAON

48
AMRIT, KALPANA CHAWLA GOVERNMENT MEDICAL
COLLEGE, KARNAL, HARYANA

49
AMRIT PHARMACY - PANDIT BHAGWAT DAYAL
SHARMA POST GRADUATE INSTITUTION OF
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MEDICAL SCIENCES (PGIMS), ROHTAK, HARYANA

50
AMRIT PHARMACY - SHAHEED HASAN KHAN
MEWATI GOVERNMENT MEDICAL COLLEGE (SHKM),
NALHAR, MEWAT

51
AMRIT PHARMACY – BHAGAT PHOOL SINGH
GOVERNMENT MEDICAL COLLEGE, SONEPAT,
HARYANA

52 AMRIT PHARMACY – 2 , PGIMS, ROHTAK

53

HIMACHAL
PRADESH

AMRIT, RCC, IGMC, SHIMLA

54
AMRIT, DR. RAJENDRA PRASAD GOVERNMENT
MEDICAL COLLEGE KANGRA, TANDA, KANGRA

55 AMRIT PHARMACY - NAHAN, SIRMOUR

56 KARNATAKA
AMRIT, NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF MENTAL HEALTH
AND NEUROSCIENCES, BANGALORE

57
KERALA

AMRIT, AKKULAM, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

58 AMRIT, DISTRICT HOSPITAL, PEROORKADA

59

MADHYA
PRADESH

AMRIT, AIIMS, BHOPAL

60
AMRIT, MGM MEDICAL COLLEGE AND HOSPITAL,
M.Y, INDORE

61
AMRIT, HAMEDIA HOSPITAL, GANDHI MEDICAL
COLLEGE, BHOPAL

62
AMRIT, NETAJI SUBHASH CHANDA BOSE MEDICAL
COLLEGE, JABALPUR

63 AMRIT, SHYAM SHAH MEDICAL COLLEGE, REWA

64 AMRIT, BUNDELKHAND MEDICAL COLLEGE, SAGAR

65 AMRIT, MEDICAL COLLEGE, GWALIOR

66

MAHARASHTRA

AMRIT, ESIS WORLI

67 AMRIT, ESIS MULUND

68 AMRIT, ESIS NAGPUR

69 AMRIT, CHANDRAPUR MEDICAL COLLEGE

70
AMRIT, VASANTRAO NAIK MEDICAL COLLEGE,
YAVATMAL

71 AMRIT, INDIRA GANDI MEDICAL COLLEGE, NAGPUR

72 AMRIT, SUPER SPECIALITY HOSPITAL, NAGPUR

73 AMRIT, AIIMS, NAGPUR

74 MANIPUR AMRIT, RIMS, IMPHAL

75
MEGHALAYA

AMRIT, NEIGRIMS, SHILLONG

76 AMRIT, CIVIL HOSPITAL, SHILLONG
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77

NEW DELHI

AMRIT, AIIMS, NEW DELHI

78 AMRIT, RML, NEW DELHI

79 AMRIT, LHMC, NEW DELHI

80 AMRIT, SAFDARJUNG HOSPITAL

81 AMRIT, CHARAK PALIKA HOSPITAL

82
AMRIT PHARMACY, CENTRE OF DENTAL
EDUCATION AND RESEARCH (CDER), AIIMS, NEW
DELHI

83
AMRIT PHARMACY, NATIONAL CANCER INSTITUTE,
AIIMS, NEW DELHI

84
ODISHA

AMRIT, AIIMS, BHUBANESHWAR

85 AMRIT, NALCO, BHUBANESHWAR

86 PUDUCHERRY AMRIT, JIPMER, PUDUCHERRY

87

PUNJAB

AMRIT, SANGROOR, PGI OUTREACH OPD

88
AMRIT, GURU GOBIND MEDICAL COLLEGE
HOSPITAL, FARIDKOT, PUNJAB

89
AMRIT, CANCER CARE HOSPITAL, BHATINDA,
PUNJAB

90 AMRIT, CIVIL HOSPITAL, JALALABAD, PUNJAB

91
AMRIT, CANTONMENT GENERAL HOSPITAL,
FEROZPUR

92 RAJASTHAN AMRIT, AIIMS, JODHPUR

93 TAMIL NADU AMRIT, NEYVELI LIGNITE CORPORATION, NEYVELI

94 TRIPURA AMRIT, RCC AGARTALA

95

UTTAR PRADESH

AMRIT, BHU, VARANASI

96
AMRIT, KING GEORGE  MEDICAL UNIVERSITY, OLD
OPD, LUCKNOW

97
AMRIT, SHATABDI PHASE- I KING GEORGE 
MEDICAL UNIVERSITY, LUCKNOW

98 AMRIT, ORTHO BLOCK, KGMU, LUCKNOW

99 AMRIT, NEW OPD BLOCK, KGMU, LUCKNOW

100 AMRIT, QUEEN MARY, KGMU, LUCKNOW

101 AMRIT, BRD MEDICAL COLLEGE, GORAKHPUR

102
AMRIT, SWAROOP RANI, HOSPITAL, MLN,
ALLAHABAD

103 AMRIT, GSVM, LLR HOSPITAL, KANPUR

104
AMRIT, MAHARANI LAXMI BAI MEDICAL COLLEGE,
JHANSI
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105
AMRIT, LPS INSTITUTE OF CARDIOLOGY(IOC),GSVM
MEDICAL COLLEGE,KANPUR

106 AMRIT, LLRM MEDICAL COLLEGE, MEERUT

107 AMRIT, AIIMS, RAEBARELI

108
AMRIT PHARMACY, SUPER SPECIALITY CANCER
INSTITUTE & HOSPITAL, LUCKNOW

109
UTTARKHAND

AMRIT, AIIMS, RISHIKESH

110 AMRIT, THDC, RISHIKESH

111 WEST BENGAL
AMRIT, CHITTARANJAN NATIONAL CANCER
INSTITUTE, KOLKATTA

112

GUJARAT

AMRIT DDPMJAS CIVIL HOSPITAL, AHMEDABAD

113 AMRIT DDPMJAS, JUNAGADH GMERS

114 AMRIT DDPMJAS, VS HOSPITAL AHMEDABAD

115 AMRIT DDPMJAS LG HOSPITAL AHMEDABAD

116 AMRIT DDPMJAS CIVIL HOSPITAL, SOLA

117 AMRIT DDPMJAS GMERS, GANDHINAGAR

118 AMRIT DDPMJAS GMERS HIMMANTNAGAR

119 AMRIT DDPMJAS CIVIL HOSPITAL SURAT

120 AMRIT DDPMJAS PDU RAJKOT

121 AMRIT DDPMJAS GG HOSPITAL JAMNAGAR

122
AMRIT DDPMJAS SIT MEDICAL COLLEGE
BHAVNAGAR

123 AMRIT DDPMJAS SSG HOSPITAL VADODARA

124
AMRIT DDPMJAS SHARDA BEHEN HOSPITAL,
SARASPUR, AHMEDABAD

125
AMRIT DDPMJAS GUJARAT MEDICAL & EDUCATION
RESEARCH SOCIETY, VALSAD

126 AMRIT DDPMJAS GMERS, VADNAGAR

127 AMRIT DPJAS P. K. HOSPITAL, RAJKOT

128 AMRIT DDPMJAS GMERS, GOTRI

129
AMRIT DDPMJAS SMIMER HOSPITAL AND MEDICAL
COLLEGE, SURAT

130
AMRIT DPJAS AMC DENTAL COLLEGE, KHOKHARA,
AHMEDABAD

131
AMRIT DPJAS SARDAR VALLABHAI PATEL
INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES & RESEARCH
(SVPIMSR), AHMEDABAD

132-172 DEENDAYAL PHARMACIES AT 20 DISTRICT AND 21
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AMRIT Pharmacy outlets are generally set up in AIIMS, Government Medical College
Hospitals and large District Hospitals which have about 300 beds.

 

The Minister of State (Health and Family Welfare), Sh Ashwini Kumar Choubey stated
this in a written reply in the Lok Sabha here today.

 

*****
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-12-09

MEASLES OUTBREAKS CONTINUE UNABATED: WHO
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Children under the age of five accounted for most of the 1,40,000 people who died from measles
in 2018, according to new estimates released by the World Health Organisation (WHO) and the
Center for Diseases Control and Prevention (CDC) on behalf of the Measles and Rubella
Initiative, early this week.

Measles is a highly-contagious virus and spreads rapidly in unvaccinated children, causing
symptoms from rash to blindness, pneumonia to death. Rubella virus is the primary cause of
congenital rubella syndrome leading to abortions and children born with birth defects of heart,
eye and brain. Both measles and rubella can be prevented by a highly-effective Measles-
Rubella (MR) vaccine.

India initiated one of the world’s largest measles-rubella campaign to eliminate measles and
control rubella in the country. By November 2019, more than 324 million children and adolescent
between 9 months to 15 years of age have been vaccinated with one dose of MR vaccine.

“The number of children killed last year by a preventable disease is proof that measles
anywhere is a threat to children everywhere. When children go unvaccinated in significant
numbers, entire communities are at risk,” said Henrietta Fore, UNICEF’s executive director.

Data released by WHO has noted that measles cases more than doubled in 2018 compared to
2017. While final data for 2019 is not yet available, reports indicate that the number of measles
cases continues to be dangerously high.

According to WHO, there were 3,53,236 reported cases in 2018 compared to the provisional
reporting of over 4,13,000 cases by mid-November in 2019. Together, this marks a three-fold
increase compared with this same time in 2018.

The health organisation has noted that poor vaccination coverage and large pockets of
unvaccinated children have resulted in devastating measles outbreaks in many parts of the
world – including in countries that had high coverage rates or had previously eliminated the
disease.

“In some cases, conflict, security or a breakdown in services are making it hard to reach children
in remote or hard-to-reach areas. In others, parents are not vaccinating their children due to
complacency, mistrust or misinformation about vaccines,” noted a release issued by UNICEF.

More than an estimated 19 million children worldwide missed out on the first dose of the
measles vaccine by their second birthday in 2018. UNICEF and WHO report that the coverage
of the measles vaccine has stagnated over the past decade, creating the pathway to current
outbreaks. In 2018, only 86% of children globally received the first dose of measles vaccine, and
fewer than 70% received the second recommended dose. This is lower than the 95% coverage
needed to prevent outbreaks.

You have reached your limit for free articles this month.

Register to The Hindu for free and get unlimited access for 30 days.

Already have an account ? Sign in

https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=meterpaywall&utm_medium=30233542&utm_campaign=health&#signin


Page 91

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Sign up for a 30-day free trial. Sign Up

Find mobile-friendly version of articles from the day's newspaper in one easy-to-read list.

Enjoy reading as many articles as you wish without any limitations.

A select list of articles that match your interests and tastes.

Move smoothly between articles as our pages load instantly.

A one-stop-shop for seeing the latest updates, and managing your preferences.

We brief you on the latest and most important developments, three times a day.

*Our Digital Subscription plans do not currently include the e-paper ,crossword, iPhone, iPad
mobile applications and print. Our plans enhance your reading experience.

Why you should pay for quality journalism - Click to know more

Please enter a valid email address.

The soreness or injury from a workout can make you feel like you are hungover

Subscribe to The Hindu now and get unlimited access.

Already have an account? Sign In

Sign up for a 30-day free trial. Sign Up

Support The Hindu's new online experience.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=meterpaywall&utm_medium=30233542&utm_campaign=health
https://subscription.thehindu.com/whypayfornews?utm_source=hindu&utm_medium=articlebottom&utm_campaign=whypay
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=curtainraiser&utm_medium=30233542&utm_campaign=health#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=curtainraiser&utm_medium=30233542&utm_campaign=health


Page 92

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-12-09

2.3 MILLION CHILDREN IN INDIA UNVACCINATED FOR
MEASLES

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Children at risk: In 2017, 2.9 million children in India under one year of age were not vaccinated.
  | Photo Credit: M_PERIASAMY

In 2018, measles caused an estimated 10 million cases and 1,42,000 deaths globally, according
to a report published on December 6. The estimated cases and deaths are much more than
what countries have reported to the World Health Organization and UNICEF. The number of
measles cases reported in 2018 was only 3,53,000.

Measles can be prevented through two doses of vaccination. But the number of children who are
not vaccinated against measles is alarmingly high in six countries. At 2.3 million, India has the
second highest number of children who are not vaccinated against measles, the report
published in Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report (MMWR) says. With 2.4 million, Nigeria has
the most number of unvaccinated children. The other four countries with the most number of
unvaccinated children are Pakistan (1.4 million), Ethiopia (1.3 million), Indonesia (1.2 million)
and the Philippines (0.7 million).

In 2017, 2.9 million children in India under one year of age had not been vaccinated with the first
dose, according to UNICEF. In one year, the number of unvaccinated children in India had
reduced from 2.9 million to 2.3 million. The corresponding reduction in the case of Nigeria has
been much more — from nearly 4 million unvaccinated children in 2017 to 2.4 million in 2018.

There were nearly 70,000 cases of measles in India in 2018, the third highest in the world. In
2019, over 29,000 confirmed cases have been reported to the WHO.

The WHO recommends 95% coverage using two doses of measles vaccine to prevent
outbreaks. Though vaccine coverage with first and second dose has increased globally since
2000, it has not reached anywhere near 95%. In 2018, only 86% of children globally received
the first dose through routine immunisation. In the case of second dose, the coverage globally is
just 69%.

In India, the first dose of measles vaccine is given at nine-12 months of age and the second
dose is given at 16-24 months of age through the national immunisation programme. But it
appears that millions of children in India do not receive measles vaccine through routine
immunisation activities.

According to the MMWR report, in 2018, 19.2 million children globally worldwide did not receive
the first dose through routine immunisation services. Nearly 163 million children in India received
the measles vaccination during mass immunisation campaigns. India accounted for 47% of the
346 million children across the world who received measles vaccine during mass-immunisation
campaigns.

Mass immunisation campaigns are an effective strategy for delivering vaccination to children
who have otherwise been missed by routine services. But it does reflect how many children get
missed by the routine immunisation programme.

The first dose of measles vaccine was introduced as part of the national immunisation

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/M-PERIASAMY/
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programme in the 1990s. Based on the WHO’s recommendation to administer a second dose to
prevent infection and death in 90-95% of vaccinated children, India introduced the second dose
from 2010 onwards. India was one of the last countries to add a second dose of measles
vaccine as recommended by the WHO.

The first mass immunisation campaigns for the second dose of measles vaccine were launched
in 2010 in 14 States where the coverage for the first dose was below 80%. The campaign
targeted children aged nine months to 10 years of age.
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DIVERSION OF TRIBAL LAND FOR DEVELOPMENT
PROJECTS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Tribal Affairs

Diversion of Tribal Land for Development Projects

Posted On: 09 DEC 2019 2:20PM by PIB Delhi

Ministry of Rural Development, Department of Land Resources(DoLR), which is the nodal
Ministry dealing with land acquisition matter, have informed that the land acquisition is
undertaken by the Central and State Governments under various Central and State Acts,
including the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation
and Resettlement Act, 2013 and the provisions of the RFCTLARR Act 2013 are implemented by
appropriate Government as defined under Section 3 (e) of the said Act. DoLR has also informed
that they do not centrally maintain data relating to land acquisition (including displaced tribal
communities) by States or other authorities.

The Government is aware of the impact on tribal community due to such acquisition of tribal
land. To address the issue of Land Acquisition and displacement of tribals, Constitutional and
legal provisions for safeguarding the rights of tribals to land are already in place as under: -

The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights)
Act, 2006, in section 4 (5) states that save as otherwise provided, no member of a forest
dwelling Scheduled Tribes or Other Traditional Forest Dweller shall be evicted or removed
from the Forest Land under his occupation till the recognition and verification procedure is
complete.

i.

 Government has enacted the RFCTLARR Act, 2013. The purpose of the said Act is to
ensure, in consultation with institutions of local self-government and Gram Sabhas
established under the Constitution, a humane, participative, informed and transparent
process for land acquisition with the least disturbance to the owners of the land and the
other affected families and provide just and fair compensation to the affected families
whose land has been acquired or proposed to be acquired.

ii.

Under Section 48 of the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013 (RFCTLARR Act, 2013 in short), a
National Level Monitoring Committee for Rehabilitation and Resettlement has been
constituted in the DoLR vide DoLR’s Order No. 26011/04/2007-LRD dated 2nd March,
2015 for the purpose of reviewing and monitoring the implementation of rehabilitation and
resettlement schemes and plans related to land acquisition under the RFCTLARR, 2013
and National Rehabilitation and Resettlement Policy, 2007.

iii.

By way of safeguards against displacement special provisions have been made for
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes under Sections 41 and 42 of the RFCTLARR
Act, 2013 which protect their interests. The RFCTLARR Act, 2013 also lays down
procedure and manner of rehabilitation and resettlement.

iv.

The First Schedule of the RFCTLARR Act provide for compensation for land owners. The
Second Schedule provide for element of rehabilitation and resettlement for all the affected

v.
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families (both land owners and the families whose livelihood is primarily dependent on land
acquired) in addition to those provided in the first Schedule. Similarly, the Third Schedule
provide for infrastructural amenities for a reasonably habitable and planned settlement in
the resettlement area.
The Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996, also provides that the Gram
Sabha or the Panchayats at the appropriate level shall be consulted before making the
acquisition of land in the Scheduled Areas or development projects and before resettling or
rehabilitating persons affected by such projects in the Scheduled Areas; the actual
planning and implementation of the projects in the Scheduled Areas shall be coordinated
at the State Level.

vi.

Constitutional provisions under Schedule – V also provide for safeguards against
displacement of tribal population because of land acquisitions etc. The Governor of the
State which has scheduled Areas is empowered to prohibit or restrict transfer of land from
tribals and regulate the allotment of land to members of the Scheduled Tribes in such
cases.

vii.

This information was given by Union Minister of State for Tribal Affairs Smt. Renuka Singh
Saruta in a written reply in Lok Sabha today.

*****
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NATIONAL FELLOWSHIP AND SCHOLARSHIP OF ST
STUDENTS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Tribal Affairs

National Fellowship and Scholarship of ST Students

Posted On: 09 DEC 2019 2:20PM by PIB Delhi

The Ministry of Tribal Affairs implements the following schemes for Scheduled Tribe students in
the States/UTs in the country:-

 

Pre-Matric Scholarships for ST studentsi.
Post-Matric Scholarships for ST studentsii.
National Fellowship & Scholarship for Higher Education for ST studentsiii.
National Overseas Scholarships for ST students for studying abroadiv.
Grants in aid to Voluntary Organizations Working for the Welfare of Scheduled Tribesv.
Strengthening Education among ST Girls in Low Literacy Districtsvi.
Grants under Article 275(1) of the Constitution of Indiavii.
Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRS)viii.

Special Central Assistance to Tribal Sub-Scheme (SCA to TSS)ix.
Development of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups(PVTGs)x.

 

The details of funds allocated under the scheme National Fellowship and Scholarship for Higher
Education of ST Students and National Overseas Scholarship for ST candidates for studying
abroad during the last three years are as under:-

                                                                                          (Rs. in lakhs)

National Fellowship and Scholarship for Higher Education of ST
Students

2016-17 2017-18 2018-19

BE RE BE RE BE RE

5000.00 8000.00 12000.00 10000.00 10000.00 10000.00

BE: Budget Estimates                       RE: Revised Estimates

                                                                                              (Rs. in lakhs)

National Overseas Scholarship for ST candidates for studying abroad

2016-17 2017-18 2018-19
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BE RE BE RE BE RE

100.00 39.00 100.00 100.00 200.00 200.00

BE: Budget Estimates                       RE: Revised Estimates

The details of fellowship amount released and Scheduled Tribe candidates awarded the
Fellowship under “National Fellowship” component of the scheme National Fellowship and
Scholarship for Higher Education of ST students during the last three years are as under:-

2016-17 2017-18 2018-19

Expenditure
(Rs in
Lakhs)

Beneficiarie
s

Expenditure
(Rs in
Lakhs)

Beneficiarie
s

Expenditure
(Rs in
Lakhs)

Beneficiarie
s

7312.25 2197 7022.00 2078 8208.91 2456

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Under the scheme, the total number of fresh fellowships each year is 750.  The selection of
award of fellowship is based on merit and there is no State/ University-wise allocation/ ceiling on
number of slots under the scheme.

With the efforts made by the Ministry since 2017-18, number of applications has been increased
and all the 750 fellowship slots are now filled up.  The Ministry has started implementing the
scheme directly from the year 2017-18 onwards.  For this purpose a dedicated portal has been
designed in the Ministry for online applications so as to ensure that fellowship amount is
released to students in time directly into their accounts in DBT (Direct Benefit Transfer) mode. 
Further, the scheme has been integrated with Public Financial Management System (PFMS)
and DBT Bharat Portal.

This information was given by Union Minister of State for Tribal Affairs Smt. Renuka Singh
Saruta in a written reply in Lok Sabha today.

*****

NB/SK/jk/Tribal Affairs-LS-1/09-12-2019
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RASHTRIYA VAYOSHRI YOJANA FOR DISABLED
PERSONS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Persons with Disability including Mentally Ill
People - Schemes & their Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment

Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana for Disabled Persons

Posted On: 10 DEC 2019 3:41PM by PIB Delhi

A Central Sector Scheme namely ‘Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana’ (RVY) is being
implemented by D/o Social Justice and Empowerment (M/o SJ&E) with an objective
to provide to senior citizens, belonging to BPL category and suffering from age-
related disabilities/ infirmities, with such physical aids and assisted living devices
which can restore near normalcy in their bodily functions. 

Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD) under M/o SJ&E
is implementing ‘Assistance to Disabled Persons for Purchase/Fitting of Aids and
Appliances (ADIP)’ Scheme under which aids and assistive devices are distributed
to eligible Divyangjan for their physical, social, psychological and economic
empowerment. Persons with disabilities fulfilling following conditions would be
eligible for assistance under ADIP Scheme:

An Indian citizen of any age.i.

Holds a 40% Disablement Certificate.ii.

Has monthly income from all sources not exceeding Rs. 20,000/- per month.iii.

In case of dependents, the income of parents/guardians should not exceed Rs.
20,000/- per month.

iv.

Who have not received assistance during the last 3 years for the same purpose
from   any source. However, for children below 12 years of age, this limit would
be one year.

v.

This information was given by Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment
Shri Rattan Lal Kataria in a written reply in Lok Sabha today.

                                                                                                          

*****

NB/SK/jk/SJ&E-2/10-12-2019

                                 

(Release ID: 1595713) Visitor Counter : 259



Page 100

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Read this release in: Urdu

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

javascript:__doPostBack('repLang$ctl00$LinkButton1','')


Page 101

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-12-11

DRUG ABUSE AMONG YOUTHS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues

Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment

Drug Abuse Among Youths

Posted On: 10 DEC 2019 3:38PM by PIB Delhi

A National Survey to collect State wise Data on Extent and Pattern of Substance Use
was conducted in the country during the year 2018. The report presents major
findings of the survey in terms of proportion of Indian population in the group of 10-75
years using various substances and those affected by substance use disorders. As
per the report, prevalence in percentage and estimated number of individuals who are
currently users of various psychoactive substances (as per the estimated population
in 2018) is given below.

National Crime Record Bureau under the Ministry of Home Affairs have informed that
a total number of 874, 750 and 778 people have died during 2014, 2015 and 2016
respectively due to drug overdose in the country. Out of which, 543, 493 and 471
people between the age group of 14 and 45 have died during 2014, 2015 and 2016
respectively.  

The National survey was conducted to generate estimates for eight categories of
psychoactive substances: Alcohol, Cannabis, Opioids, Cocaine, Amphetamine
Type Stimulants (ATS), Sedatives, Inhalants and Hallucinogens. As per the
report, Alcohol is the most common psychoactive substance used by Indians.
After Alcohol, Cannabis and Opioids are the next commonly used substances in
India.

The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has formulated and is implementing
a National Action Plan for Drug Demand Reduction (NAPDDR) for 2018-2025. The
Plan aims at reduction of adverse consequences of drug abuse through a multi-
pronged strategy. The activities under the NAPDDR, inter-alia, include awareness
generation programmes in  schools/colleges/Universities, workshops/seminars/with
parents, community based peerled interactions intervention programmes for
vulnerable adolescent and youth in the community, provisioning of treatment facilities
and capacity building of service providers.

The Ministry also implements a “Central Sector Scheme of Assistance for Prevention
of Alcoholism and Substance (Drug) Abuse” under which financial assistance is
provided to eligible Non-Governmental Organizations based on the recommendations
of State Governments/UT Administrations for running Integrated Rehabilitation
Centres for Addicts to provide composite/integrated services for the rehabilitation of
addicts including adolescents. 
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Substance

C h i l d r e n  &
Adolescents (10-17
years)

Adults (18-75 years)

Prevale
nce
( in %)

Estimat
ed  no .
o f
users

Preval
ence
( in %)

Estima
ted no.
o f
users

Alcohol 1.30
30,00,0
00

17.10
15,10,0
0,000

Cannabis 0.90
20,00,0
00

3.30
2,90,00
,000

Opioids 1.80
40,00,0
00

2.10
1,90,00
,000

Sedatives 0.58
20,00,0
00

1.21
1,10,00
,000

Inhalants 1.17
30,00,0
00

0.58
60,00,0
00

Cocaine 0.06
2,00,00
0

0.11
10,00,0
00

ATS 0.18
4,00,00
0

0.18
20,00,0
00

Hallucinogen
s

0.07
2,00,00
0

0.13
20,00,0
00

This information was given by Minister of State for Social Justice and
Empowerment Shri Rattan Lal Kataria in a written reply in Lok Sabha today.

                                                                                                          

*****
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THE CONSTITUTION (ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-
SIXTH AMENDMENT) BILL, 2019

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty-Sixth Amendment) Bill, 2019 was introduced in
Lok Sabha by the Minister of Law and Justice, Mr. Ravi Shankar Prasad, on December 9,
2019. The Bill amends provisions related to reservation of seats for Scheduled Castes
(SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs).
 

●

The Constitution provides for reservation of seats for SCs and STs and representation of
the Anglo-Indian community by nomination, in Lok Sabha and Legislative Assemblies of
states. This has been provided for a period of 70 years since the enactment of the
Constitution and will expire on January 25, 2020.  The Bill seeks to extend the reservation
for SCs and STs by another 10 years till January 25, 2030. 

●

 

DISCLAIMER: This document is being furnished to you for your information.  You may choose to reproduce or
redistribute this report for non-commercial purposes in part or in full to any other person with due
acknowledgment of PRS Legislative Research (“PRS”).  The opinions expressed herein are entirely those of
the author(s).  PRS makes every effort to use reliable and comprehensive information, but PRS does not
represent that the contents of the report are accurate or complete.  PRS is an independent, not-for-profit
group.  This document has been prepared without regard to the objectives or opinions of those who may
receive it.
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MEASURES TAKEN BY GOVERNMENT TO PREVENT
CRIME AGAINST WOMEN

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Home Affairs

Measures taken by Government to prevent Crime against
Women

Posted On: 10 DEC 2019 1:25PM by PIB Delhi

Union Minister of State for Home Affairs, Shri G. Kishan Reddy, in a written reply to a question
regarding crime against women, in Lok Sabha today, said that women safety is a high priority for
the Government and several initiatives have been taken for safety of women across the country,
which are given below:

 

The Criminal Law (Amendment), Act 2013 was enacted for effective deterrence against
sexual offences. Further, the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2018 was enacted to
prescribe even more stringent penal provisions including death penalty for rape of a girl
below the age of 12 years. The Act also inter-alia mandates completion of investigation and
trials within 2 months each.

●

Emergency Response Support System provides a pan-India, single, internationally
recognized number (112) based system for all emergencies, with computer aided dispatch
of field resources to the location of distress.

●

Using technology to aid smart policing and safety management, Safe City Projects have
been sanctioned in first Phase in 8 cities (Ahmedabad, Bengaluru, Chennai, Delhi,
Hyderabad, Kolkata, Lucknow and Mumbai).

●

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has launched a cyber-crime portal on 20th September
2018 for citizens to report obscene content.

●

MHA has launched the ‘National Database on Sexual Offenders’ (NDSO) on 20th

September 2018 to facilitate investigation and tracking of sexual offenders across the
country by law enforcement agencies.

●

In order to facilitate States/UTs, MHA on 19th February 2019 launched an online analytic
tool for police called ‘Investigation Tracking System for Sexual Offences’ to monitor and
track time-bound investigation in sexual assault cases in accordance with the Criminal Law
(Amendment) Act 2018.

●

One Stop Centre (OSC) scheme is being implemented across the country since 1st April
2015 which is exclusively designed to provide integrated services such as medical aid,
police assistance, legal counselling/ court case management, psycho-social counselling and
temporary shelter to women affected by violence under one roof. As per available
information, 728 OSCs have been approved by Government of India, 595 OSCs are
operational in the country.

●

In addition to the above-mentioned measures, MHA has issued advisories from time to
time with a view to help the States/UTs to deal with crimes against women, which are

●
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available at www.mha.gov.in.
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CAG HINTS AT MASSIVE DIVERSION OF LPG
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various

Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India, in a report on the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana (PMUY), has highlighted the risk of diversion of domestic LPG cylinders for commercial
use, as 1.98 lakh beneficiaries had an average annual consumption of more than 12 cylinders.

The CAG said this level of consumption seemed improbable in view of the BPL (below poverty
line) status of such beneficiaries.

“Similarly, 13.96 lakh beneficiaries consumed 3 to 41 refills in a month. Further, IOCL [Indian Oil
Corporation Limited] and Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited (HPCL) in 3.44 lakh
instances issued 2 to 20 refills in a day to a PMUY beneficiary having single-bottle cylinder
connection,” it said.

The scheme was launched in May 2016 to safeguard the health of women and children by
providing them with clean cooking fuel. Its target was revised to eight crore LPG connections.

As on 31 March 2019, the oil marketing companies had issued 7.19 crore connections, which is
about 90% of the target to be achieved till March 2020.

To rule out existing LPG connections in beneficiaries’ household, de-duplication was to be
carried out based on Aadhaar of all family members.

“Audit noticed that out of 3.78 crore LPG connections, 1.60 crore (42%) connections were
issued only on the basis of beneficiary Aadhaar which remained a deterrent in de-duplication,”
said the report.

Errors in identification

The CAG said laxity in identification of beneficiaries was noticed as 9,897 connections were
issued against Abridged Household List Temporary Identification Numbers (AHL TINs), where
names of all family members and the beneficiary were blank in the Socio-Economic and Caste
Census (SECC)-2011 list.

Lack of input validation check in the IOCL software allowed issue of 0.80 lakh connections to
beneficiaries aged below 18. Data analysis also revealed that 8.59 lakh connections were
released to beneficiaries who were minor as per the SECC-2011 data, which was in violation of
PMUY guidelines and LPG Control Order, 2000.

It also exposed a mismatch in the name of 12.46 lakh beneficiaries between the PMUY
database and SECC-2011 data. The CAG, on field visits, also found that connections were
given to “unintended” persons.

The audit also highlighted the delay of more than 365 days in the installation of 4.35 lakh
connections against the stipulated time period of seven days.
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STATUS OF WOMEN AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT
UNDER SDGS OF UN

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Women and Child Development

Status of Women and Child Development Under SDGs of
UN

Posted On: 12 DEC 2019 1:34PM by PIB Delhi

The SDGs are a comprehensive list of 17 Global Goals and 169 associated targets, which
integrate economic, social and environmental dimensions of development. The SDGs were
adopted by 193 countries including India at the UN Sustainable Development Summit in
September 2015 which came into effect on 1st January 2016 and are to be achieved by end of
2030. The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) has developed a
National Indicator Framework (NIF) consisting of 306 country specific indicators in consultation
with various Ministries for monitoring of progress on the SDGs. MoSPI has prepared the
Baseline Report of NIF to assess the present status of SDGs which includes the status of
women and child development in the country. The report is available on the website of MoSPI
(www.mospi.gov.in).

The SDGs are addressed in the national development agenda of the Government of India which
are being implemented through various development schemes/programmes. NITI Aayog has
done the mapping of all the SDGs and associated targets with the Central Ministries, Centrally
Sponsored and Central Sector Schemes as well as major government initiatives. Central
Ministries are striving to achieve the SDG targets by 2030 through the implementation of
different development schemes in collaboration with the State Governments and Union
Territories. Ministry of Women and Child Development has taken several efforts through policy
implementation and schematic interventions in this direction. Major schemes of the Ministry are
as follows:

(i) Anganwadi Services Scheme is a unique programme for early childhood care and
development. It offers a package of six services, viz. Supplementary Nutrition, Pre-School Non-
Formal Education, Nutrition and Health Education, Immunization, Health Check-Up and Referral
Services. The beneficiaries under the Scheme are children in the age group of 0-6 years,
pregnant women and lactating mothers.

(ii) PoshanAbhiyaan (National Nutrition Mission) targets to reduce the level of stunting,
under-nutrition, anemia and low birth weight babies by reducing mal-nutrition/under nutrition,
anemia among young children as also, focus on adolescent girls, pregnant women and lactating
mothers.

(iii) Pradhan MantriMatruVandanaYojana (PMMVY) scheme provides cash incentive
amounting to Rs. 5,000 in three instalments directly to the Bank/Post Office Account of Pregnant
Women and Lactating Mother(PW&LM) in DBT Mode during pregnancy and lactation in
response to individual fulfilling specific conditions.

(iv) Scheme for Adolescent Girls aims at out of school girls in the age group 11-14, to

http://www.mospi.gov.in
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empower and improve their social status through nutrition, life skills and home skills. The
scheme has nutritional and non nutritional components which include nutrition, iron and folic acid
supplementation, health check up and referral service, nutrition and health education
mainstreaming out of school girls to join formal schooling, bridge course/ skill training, life skill
education, home management etc, counselling/ guidance on accessing public services.

(v) National Creche Scheme provides day care facilities to children of age group of 6 months to
6 years of working women. The facilities are provided for seven and half hours a day for 26 days
in a month. Children are provided with supplementary nutrition, early childcare education, and
health and sleeping facilities.

(vi) Child Protection Services Scheme aims to contribute to the improvement in the well-being
of children in difficult circumstances, as well as, reduction of vulnerabilities to situation and
actions that leads to abuse, neglect, exploitation, abandonment and separation of children from
parent. The Scheme aims to spread awareness regarding the ways and means to prevent all
children from child abuse of any kind including child sexual abuse.

(vii) Mahila Shakti Kendra scheme empowers rural women through community participation by
involvement of Student Volunteers. The scheme is envisaged to work at various levels. At the
national and state level, technical support to the respective government on issues related to
women is provided.

(viii) SwadharGreh scheme targets the women victims of unfortunate circumstances who are in
need of institutional support for rehabilitation so that they could lead their life with dignity.

(ix) Ujjawala is a comprehensive scheme to combat trafficking with the objective to prevent
trafficking of women and children for commercial sexual exploitation, to facilitate rescue victims
and placing them in safe custody, to provide rehabilitation services by providing basic
amenities/needs, to facilitate reintegration of victims into the family and society, to facilitate
repatriation of cross border victims.

(x) Working Women Hostel aims at providing safe and affordable accommodation to working
women. These hostels have Day care facility for the children of inmates too. The Ministry
provides financial support for establishing such hostels by NGOs or State Governments.

(xi) BetiBachaoBetiPadhao (BBBP) scheme is a tri-ministerial initiative of Ministries of Women
and Child Development, Health & Family Welfare and Human Resource Development with a
focus on awareness and advocacy campaign for changing mindsets, multi-sectoral action in
select districts, enabling girls' education and effective enforcement of Pre-Conception & Pre
Natal Diagnostic Techniques (PC&PNDT) Act. The specific objectives of the scheme include
preventing gender biased sex selective elimination; ensuring survival and protection of the girl
child and ensuring education and participation of the girl child.

(xii) One Stop Centre (OSC) facilitates access to an integrated range of services including
police, medical, legal, psychological support and temporary shelter to women affected by
violence. The Scheme is funded through Nirbhaya Fund.

(xiii) Women Helpline – The Scheme is being implemented since 1st April, 2015 to provide 24
hours emergency and non-emergency response to women affected by violence through referral
and information about women related government schemes/programmes across the country
through a single uniform number (181).

This information was given by the Union Minister of Women and Child Development, Smriti Zubin
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Irani, in written reply in the Rajya Sabha today.
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IMPLEMENTATION OF POSHAN ABHIYAN SCHEME
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Women and Child Development

Implementation Of POSHAN Abhiyan Scheme

Posted On: 12 DEC 2019 1:29PM by PIB Delhi

Government is implementing POSHAN Abhiyaan, earlier known as National Nutrition Mission,
since 18th December 2017 to address the problem of malnutrition in the country.The Abhiyaan
aims to reduce malnutrition in the country in a phased manner, through a life cycle approach, by
adopting a synergised and result oriented approach. To ensure a holistic approach, all districts
of States/UTs have been covered in the Abhiyaan. Target is to bring down stunting of the
children in the age group of 0-6 years from 38.4% to 25% by the year 2022. The goals of
POSHAN Abhiyaan are to achieve improvement in nutritional status of children from 0-6 years,
adolescent girls, pregnant women and lactating mothers in a time bound manner during the
three years with fixed targets as under:

 

S.No Objective Target

1. Prevent and reduce Stunting in children (0- 6 years) By 6% @ 2% p.a.

2.
Prevent and reduce under-nutrition (underweight
prevalence) in children (0-6 years)

By 6% @ 2% p.a.

3.
Reduce the prevalence of anemia among young
Children(6-59 months)

By 9% @ 3%
p.a.

4.
Reduce the prevalence of anemia among Women and
Adolescent Girls in the age group of 15-49 years.

By 9% @ 3% p.a.

5. Reduce Low Birth Weight (LBW).
By 6% @ 2%
p.a.

 

The results of the POSHAN Abhiyaan can be known after the programme has completed its
approved period.  However, in the meantime, as per the report of Comprehensive National
Nutrition Survey (CNNS) conducted by UNICEF, prevalence of stunting, wasting and
underweight among children is 34.7%, 17% and 33.4% respectively, which is an improvement
and reduction from the levels reported in National Family Health Survey-4.

The funds released for the scheme are being utilized by most of the State Governments except
Odisha and West Bengal. Odisha has recently approved implementation of POSHAN Abhiyaan
in the State and West Bengal is yet to implement the Abhiyaan. State-wise statement of funds
released and utilisation under POSHAN Abhiyaan is at Annexure.

Meetings were heldwithChief Ministers of 15 States during the last six months to review the
progress of POSHAN Abhiyaan, in which apart from the senior officers of Ministry,
representatives of Ministry of Health & Family Welfare and NITI Aayog also participated.
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National Council under the Chairmanship of Vice Chairman, NITI Aayog and the Executive
Committee under the Chairmanship of Secretary, Ministry of Women & Child Development
(MWCD) also monitor the progress of POSHAN Abhiyaan.   Secretary, MWCD has also
reviewed the progress of POSHAN Abhiyaan with the Chief Secretaries and Secretaries of
Women and Child Development of States during his visits to the States.  Recently, a national
conference was organised on 13th and 14th November, 2019 with State Secretaries of Women
and Child Development for in-depth review of POSHAN Abhiyaan and other Schemes. Series of
Video Conferences were also organized in order to accelerate the progress of POSHAN
Abhiyaan.   Letters are also sent regularly to Chief Secretaries and Secretaries of Women and
Child Development of States regarding monitoring and effective implementation of POSHAN
Abhiyaan.

 

Annexure

State-wise statement of funds released and utilisation under POSHAN Abhiyaan
Amount in Rs. Lakhs

S. No. State/UT
Released in
FY 2017 – 18

Released in
FY 2018-19

Released in
FY 2019-20

Total
Released

Total central
Fund

Utilisation

1
Andhra
Pradesh

1284.63 8604.68 5582.52 15471.83 7351.5

2 Bihar 6724.06 15001.67 10000 31725.73 18367.8

3 Chhattisgarh 965.45 9629.51 0 10594.96 2891.94

4 Delhi 945.95 2206.88 0 3152.83 1173.36

5 Goa 238.07 197.78 0 435.85 92.58

6 Gujarat 3036.66 11228.04 7531 21795.7 10269.5

7 Haryana 400.97 5992.46 0 6393.43 1950.26

8
Himachal
Pradesh

1557.26 4153.15 2480 8190.41 4519.44

9
Jammu &
Kashmir

388.59 8343.52 0 8732.11 1427.14

10 Jharkhand 1555.35 5110.45 0 6665.8 2030.54

11 Karnataka 3351.05 9870.89 0 13221.94 217.96

12 Kerala 1273.37 6491.91 0 7765.28 679.83

13
Madhya
Pradesh

3441.49 15894.17 17883 37218.66 11576.56

14 Maharashtra 2572.31 20989.28 33061.47 56623.06 23039.73

15 Odisha 4600.46 10571.65 0 15172.11 0

16 Puducherry 39.24 393.7 497 929.94 220.7

17 Punjab 819.51 6090.33 0 6909.84 30.88

18 Rajasthan 2045.73 9680.99 0 11726.72 5345.45

19 Tamil Nadu 1340.51 12210.93 0 13551.44 8037.3
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20 Telangana 1736.94 8595.7 7003 17335.64 4548.79

21 Uttar Pradesh 8440.6 29582.87 0 38023.47 14143.75

22 Uttarakhand 1866.25 4301.57 3696 9863.82 3432.43

23 West Bengal 5545.27 19294.11 0 24839.38 0

24
Arunachal
Pradesh

52.93 2663.35 0 2716.28 368.3

25 Assam 2298.27 15492.36 14171 31961.63 7355.56

26 Manipur 340.46 3865.37 0 4205.83 1233.24

27 Meghalaya 462.98 1713.27 1706.8 3883.05 1954.55

28 Mizoram 119.38 957.65 902 1979.03 1310.52

29 Nagaland 163.74 1251.97 1445.17 2860.88 1378.4

30 Sikkim 98.59 328.47 544 971.06 338.14

31 Tripura 277.91 3695.72 0 3973.63 810.75

32
Andaman &
Nicobar

100.22 416.89 307.62 824.73 173.04

33 Chandigarh 158.88 306.82 526.97 992.67 241.73

34
Dadra &
Nagar Haveli

108.83 129.32 431.16 669.31 238.14

35 Daman & Diu 42.06 197.66 446.98 686.7 197.66

36 Ladakh - - - - -

37 Lakshadweep 60.00 138.90 126.75 325.65 198.90

  TOTAL 58453.97 255593.98 108342.44 422390.39 137146.37

 

This information was given by the Union Minister of Women and Child Development, Smriti Zubin
Irani, in written reply in the Rajya Sabha today.
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THE PERSONAL DATA PROTECTION BILL, 2019
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and

potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power

The Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019 was introduced in Lok Sabha by the Minister of
Electronics and Information Technology, Mr. Ravi Shankar Prasad, on December 11, 2019.
The Bill seeks to provide for protection of personal data of individuals, and establishes a
Data Protection Authority for the same. 
 

●

Applicability: The Bill governs the processing of personal data by: (i) government, (ii)
companies incorporated in India, and (iii) foreign companies dealing with personal
data of individuals in India. Personal data is data which pertains to characteristics,
traits or attributes of identity, which can be used to identify an individual.  The Bill
categorises certain personal data as sensitive personal data.  This includes financial
data, biometric data, caste, religious or political beliefs, or any other category of data
specified by the government, in consultation with the Authority and the concerned
sectoral regulator.
 

●

Obligations of data fiduciary: A data fiduciary is an entity or individual who decides
the means and purpose of processing personal data. Such processing will be subject
to certain purpose, collection and storage limitations.  For instance, personal data
can be processed only for specific, clear and lawful purpose.  Additionally, all data
fiduciaries must undertake certain transparency and accountability measures such
as: (i) implementing security safeguards (such as data encryption and preventing
misuse of data), and (ii) instituting grievance redressal mechanisms to address
complaints of individuals.  They must also institute mechanisms for age verification
and parental consent when processing sensitive personal data of children.
 

●

Rights of the individual: The Bill sets out certain rights of the individual (or data
principal). These include the right to: (i) obtain confirmation from the fiduciary on
whether their personal data has been processed, (ii) seek correction of inaccurate,
incomplete, or out-of-date personal data, (iii) have personal data transferred to any
other data fiduciary in certain circumstances, and (iv) restrict continuing disclosure
of their personal data by a fiduciary, if it is no longer necessary or consent is
withdrawn.
 

●

Grounds for processing personal data: The Bill allows processing of data by
fiduciaries only if consent is provided by the individual. However, in certain
circumstances, personal data can be processed without consent.  These include: (i) if
required by the State for providing benefits to the individual, (ii) legal proceedings,
(iii) to respond to a medical emergency.
 

●

Social media intermediaries: The Bill defines these to include intermediaries which
enable online interaction between users and allow for sharing of information. All such
intermediaries which have users above a notified threshold, and whose actions can
impact electoral democracy or public order, have certain obligations, which include

●
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providing a voluntary user verification mechanism for users in India.
 
Data Protection Authority: The Bill sets up a Data Protection Authority which may: (i)
take steps to protect interests of individuals, (ii) prevent misuse of personal data, and
(iii) ensure compliance with the Bill. It will consist of a chairperson and six members,
with at least 10 years’ expertise in the field of data protection and information
technology.  Orders of the Authority can be appealed to an Appellate Tribunal. 
Appeals from the Tribunal will go to the Supreme Court.
 

●

Transfer of data outside India: Sensitive personal data may be transferred outside
India for processing if explicitly consented to by the individual, and subject to certain
additional conditions. However, such sensitive personal data should continue to be
stored in India.  Certain personal data notified as critical personal data by the
government can only be processed in India. 
 

●

Exemptions: The central government can exempt any of its agencies from the
provisions of the Act: (i) in interest of security of state, public order, sovereignty and
integrity of India and friendly relations with foreign states, and (ii) for preventing
incitement to commission of any cognisable offence (i.e. arrest without warrant)
relating to the above matters. Processing of personal data is also exempted from
provisions of the Bill for certain other purposes such as: (i) prevention, investigation,
or prosecution of any offence, or (ii) personal, domestic, or (iii) journalistic purposes. 
However, such processing must be for a specific, clear and lawful purpose, with
certain security safeguards.
 

●

Offences: Offences under the Bill include: (i) processing or transferring personal data
in violation of the Bill, punishable with a fine of Rs 15 crore or 4% of the annual
turnover of the fiduciary, whichever is higher, and (ii) failure to conduct a data audit,
punishable with a fine of five crore rupees or 2% of the annual turnover of the
fiduciary, whichever is higher.  Re-identification and processing of de-identified
personal data without consent is punishable with imprisonment of up to three years,
or fine, or both.
 

●

Sharing of non-personal data with government: The central government may direct
data fiduciaries to provide it with any: (i) non-personal data and (ii) anonymised
personal data (where it is not possible to identify data principal) for better targeting of
services.
 

●

Amendments to other laws: The Bill amends the Information Technology Act, 2000 to
delete the provisions related to compensation payable by companies for failure to
protect personal data.

●

 

DISCLAIMER: This document is being furnished to you for your information. You may choose to reproduce or
redistribute this report for non-commercial purposes in part or in full to any other person with due
acknowledgement of PRS Legislative Research (“PRS”). The opinions expressed herein are entirely those of
the author(s). PRS makes every effort to use reliable and comprehensive information, but PRS does not
represent that the contents of the report are accurate or complete. PRS is an independent, not-for-profit
group. This document has been prepared without regard to the objectives or opinions of those who may
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THE CONSTITUTION (ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-
SIXTH AMENDMENT) BILL, 2019

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty-Sixth Amendment) Bill, 2019 was introduced in
Lok Sabha by the Minister of Law and Justice, Mr. Ravi Shankar Prasad, on December 9,
2019. The Bill amends provisions related to reservation of seats for Scheduled Castes
(SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs).
 

●

The Constitution provides for reservation of seats for SCs and STs and representation of
the Anglo-Indian community by nomination, in Lok Sabha and Legislative Assemblies of
states. This has been provided for a period of 70 years since the enactment of the
Constitution and will expire on January 25, 2020.  The Bill seeks to extend the reservation
for SCs and STs by another 10 years till January 25, 2030. 

●

 

DISCLAIMER: This document is being furnished to you for your information.  You may choose to reproduce or
redistribute this report for non-commercial purposes in part or in full to any other person with due
acknowledgment of PRS Legislative Research (“PRS”).  The opinions expressed herein are entirely those of
the author(s).  PRS makes every effort to use reliable and comprehensive information, but PRS does not
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THE CONSTITUTION (SCHEDULED TRIBES) ORDER
(SECOND AMENDMENT) BILL, 2019

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order (Second Amendment) Bill, 2019 was introduced
in Rajya Sabha on January 9, 2019 by the Minister of Tribal Affairs, Mr. Jual Oram.
 

●

The Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order, 1950, specifies the tribal and tribal communities
which are deemed to be Scheduled Tribes. The Bill amends Part VI of the Order which
specifies the Scheduled Tribes in Karnataka.  
 

●

It amends the Order by substituting: (i) “Naikda, Nayaka” with “Naikda, Nayaka (including
Parivara and Talawara)”, and (ii) “Siddi (in Uttar Kannada district)” with “Siddi (in Belagavi,
Dharwad and Uttar Kannada districts)”.

●

 

DISCLAIMER: This document is being furnished to you for your information.  You may choose to reproduce or
redistribute this report for non-commercial purposes in part or in full to any other person with due
acknowledgement of PRS Legislative Research (“PRS”).  The opinions expressed herein are entirely those of
the author(s).  PRS makes every effort to use reliable and comprehensive information, but PRS does not
represent that the contents of the report are accurate or complete.  PRS is an independent, not-for-profit
group.  This document has been prepared without regard to the objectives or opinions of those who may
receive it.
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STAGGERING SPREAD: ON VACCINES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Even as reported measles cases globally during 2000 to 2018 decreased by 59%, there has
been a spike since 2016. Compared with over 1,32,000 reported cases in 2016, the numbers
shot up to over 3,53,000 in 2018. While the numbers in 2018 were more than double the
previous year, the numbers in 2019 have already surpassed those of 2018. By mid-November
2019, over 4,00,000 cases were reported globally. Since measles surveillance is generally
weak, WHO and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention resorted to estimating the
number of measles cases and deaths. Based on an updated estimation model, there have been
nearly 10 million cases and over 1,42,000 measles deaths in 2018. Last year, the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Liberia, Madagascar, Somalia, and Ukraine accounted for 45% of all
reported cases. The situation worsened in Congo by November, with a nearly four-fold increase
in cases (from 65,000 in 2018 to 2,50,000 in 2019) and over 5,100 deaths. The situation in
Ukraine is grim. After a 50% drop in the number of cases in 2018 compared with 2017, the trend
has now reversed — 58,000 cases by mid-November this year, which is 4,000 more than in
2018. There has been a decline in the other three countries mentioned that reported the most
number of cases last year.

Vaccine hesitancy has been highlighted for the staggering spread in cases globally. In DR
Congo, there is low institutional trust, misinformation, vaccine shortage and even attacks on
health-care centres and workers leading to the spread of both measles and Ebola. The
Philippines and the small Pacific island of Samoa serve as a textbook case of the sudden
emergence of vaccine hesitancy. Mass immunisation using a newly approved dengue vaccine in
Philippines, before the risks associated with the vaccine were reported by the manufacturer,
shattered public trust in vaccines; so low vaccine coverage led to measles and polio outbreaks.
In Samoa, an error in preparing the measles, mumps, and rubella (MMR) injection led to the
death of two infants. Fear-mongering led to a fall in vaccine uptake, leading to an outbreak of
measles. But in many European countries and the U.S., vaccine hesitancy has been on religious
grounds and primarily due to anti-vaccination campaigns spreading fake news about vaccine
safety. To counter rising hesitancy, about a dozen European countries have already introduced
laws making vaccination mandatory. New York City too introduced such a law when the U.S.
nearly lost its measles elimination status. Such laws may prove counterproductive in the long
run, and the only way to increase vaccine uptake is by educating the public. With 2.3 million
children not vaccinated against measles last year, India has much to do to protect its young
citizens.
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IT IS TIME TO REVIEW INDIA’S RESERVATIONS
ARCHITECTURE

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Dec 13, 2019-Friday
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The decision to extend reservations to Scheduled Castes (SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST) in
Parliament and state assemblies is both a welcome move and on expected lines. When the
Constitution was drafted, the provision was meant for a limited period of time. But this has
persisted for two reasons. One, SCs and STs remain India’s most marginalised communities.
Atrocities persist. They remain underrepresented in the mainstream. Reserved seats ensure
their voice is heard. Two, no party in India can be seen as acting against Dalit and tribal
interests, for fear of losing their votes.

But while this extension is both understandable and necessary, it is time to review India’s entire
architecture of reservations. The implementation of the Mandal Commission recommendations
saw the extension of reservations in government positions to the Other Backward Classes
(OBCs). This, too, could be understood in the context of their underrepresentation. But over the
past three decades, reservations have been granted to a range of other groups. With the
expansion of reservations to economically backward segments among general groups, the 50%
limit set by the Supreme Court has been breached.

There are two issues. The first is conceptual. Reservation was a tool meant to address historical
injustice, and create a level playing field. But it has come to be seen as a route to upward
economic mobility, and even as an exercise in asserting power. The second issue is how the
dreams of the founders, in which individual rights would become the primary marker of
citizenship, remains unfulfilled. And group rights and collective identities end up reigning
supreme. Even as the representation of Dalits and tribals in Parliament is assured, it is time to
debate the rationale and record of ever-expanding reservations.
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SKILL DEVELOPMENT TRAINING FOR MINORITY
COMMUNITIES AND NORTH EASTERN REGION

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues

Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship

Skill Development Training for Minority Communities and
North Eastern Region

Posted On: 13 DEC 2019 3:39PM by PIB Delhi

Under Skill India Mission, the Ministry of Minority Affairs is implementing various
schemes for skill development of youth belonging to minority communities on pan
India basis namely “Seekho aur Kamao”- a placement linked Skill Development
scheme for minorities, Upgrading the Skills and Training in Traditional Arts/ Crafts for
Development (USTTAD) for preservation of traditional crafts/arts and “Nai Manzil” to
integrate education with skills for economic empowerment of minority communities.
As per the available information, budget of Rs. 420 crores has been allocated to the
Ministry for the above schemes.

 

The Government  is  implement ing more than 40 sk i l l  deve lopment
schemes/programmes across 20 Central Ministries/Departments, for providing a
variety of skill development training programmes to the prospective youth of the
country including North Eastern region.  The major schemes are Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana (DDU-GKY), Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana
– National Urban Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NULM), Capacity Building scheme for
North Eastern Region (NER) and Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (2016-20).
As per the available information, under the above mentioned schemes a total of
407945 candidates have been trained in last three years and current year in North
East region, out of which 243026 candidates belong to Assam.

 

Directorate General of Training, MSDE in 2011 has formulated the scheme
Enhancing Skill Development Infrastructure in NE States with an objective to enhance
the existing infrastructure of skill development in North Eastern States including
Assam. The scheme has been revised with enhanced coverage and cost of
Rs.417.93 crore in September 2018 and will be continued till 31st March, 2020. The
scheme inter-alia envisages funding for establishment of 34 new Industrial Training
Institutes along with upgradation of 22 existing Government ITIs by introducing of
three new trades per ITI and supplementing infrastructure deficiencies in 28 ITIs by
constructing new hostel, boundary wall and supplementing old and obsolete tools and
equipment. An amount of      Rs. 180.84 crores has been released to States covered
under the scheme for the purpose.
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PMKVY 2016-20 scheme also provides additional incentives for participation of youth
in training from NE region. For incentivising the youth, there is a provision of monthly
travel allowance and post placement support for candidates of NE States. Also,
Training Centres (TCs) are paid 10% additional cost for training in the NE States.
Further, the provision has been made for allowing residential training for maximum of
50% of the candidates in NE region alongwith 20% residential training in other parts
of India outside NE region.

 

This information was given by the Minister of State for Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship Shri R.K. Singh in a written reply in the Rajya Sabha today.

 

****
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YOUTH IN SKILL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Human resources, Youth, Sports and related issues

Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship

Youth in Skill Development Programmes

Posted On: 13 DEC 2019 3:39PM by PIB Delhi

Under Skill India Mission, the Government is implementing various schemes for
imparting employable skills to the youth through short term and long term training.
Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE) is implementing its
flagship scheme Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY 2.0) for imparting
short term training across the country. Long term training is provided through
Industrial Training Institutes (ITIs).

Under PMKVY, Training Partners (TPs) use variety of channels for mobilisation,
namely, Mass Media (radio, television, newspapers, mobile phones etc.), Small
Media (posters, flyers, leaflets, guidelines, training materials, standalone banners
etc.) and Kaushal Melas /Mobilisation Camps (camp-based approach). TPs are
mandated to conduct Kaushal and Rozgar Melas every six months with press/media
coverage; they are also required to participate actively in National Career Service
Melas and on-ground activities.

According to ‘Young India And Work- A Survey Of Youth Aspirations’ conducted by
Observer Research Foundation and World Economic Forum published in October
2018, 76% of youth reported high interest in enrolling themselves in skill development
programmes. 71% of the youth reported being unaware of government-run skills
development programmes in their area. 51 percent of youth perceive the lack of
professional guidance in identifying jobs that match their skills to be the main barrier
in finding a desirable job. The report presents findings from the Youth Aspirations in
India Survey in which 5,764 youth between the ages of 15 and 30 years were asked
about their employment, education and skilling aspirations. Data was collected from
seven states in India, including Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Maharashtra, Odisha, Uttar
Pradesh, West Bengal, and Delhi.

MSDE’s Skills Career Counselling Scheme aims to counsel one crore candidates
from the age group of 15-35 years focusing on School & College dropouts, young
adults from the community, college students, polytechnic students, ITI students,
Diploma students, Graduates, Post-Graduates, NEET category (Not in Employment
education or Training), etc. pan India from August 2018. The above mentioned
initiatives are undertaken to generate awareness and provide professional guidance,
thereby enhancing enrolment of youth in the skill development schemes.

MSDE organizes India Skills competition at State and regional levels to penetrate
these competitions to the remotest part of the country and also participates in World
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Skills competition.  The Ministry has been implementing National Entrepreneurship
Awards (NEA) to recognize and honour outstanding young first generation
Entrepreneurs and their Ecosystem Builders for their outstanding contribution to
entrepreneurship development. The Ministry has also announced “Kaushalacharya
Awards” to recognize the contribution made by skill trainers in the vocational training
ecosystem.

This information was given by the Minister of State for Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship Shri R.K. Singh in a written reply in the Rajya Sabha today.
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-12-14

PROGRAMMES TO CONTROL ANAEMIA AMONG
WOMEN

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

Programmes to Control Anaemia Among Women

Posted On: 13 DEC 2019 12:48PM by PIB Delhi

The anemia control programme review indicated challenges in IFA supply chain management,
demand generation and monitoring. Considering, the slow progress i.e. less than 1% per annum
in reduction of anaemia from 2005 to 2015, the Government of India has launched the Anemia
Mukt Bharat (AMB) strategy under the Prime Minister’s Overarching Scheme for Holistic
Nourishment (POSHAN) Abhiyaan and the targets has been set to reduce anaemia by 3% per
year.

The 6x6x6 strategy under AMB implies six age groups, six interventions and six institutional
mechanisms. The strategy focuses on ensuring supply chain, demand generation and strong
monitoring using the dashboard for addressing anemia, both due to nutritional and non-
nutritional causes.

 

The six population groups under AMB strategy are:a.
 

Children (6-59 months)Children (5-9 years)Adolescents girls and boys (10-19
years)Pregnant womenLactating womenWomen of Reproductive Age (WRA) group (15-49
years)

●

 

The six interventions are:b.
 

Prophylactic Iron and Folic Acid Supplementation●

Deworming●

Intensified year-round Behaviour Change Communication (BCC) Campaign and delayed
cord clamping

●

Testing of anaemia using digital methods and point of care treatment,●

Mandatory provision of Iron and Folic Acid fortified foods in Government funded health
programmes

●

Addressing non-nutritional causes of anaemia in endemic pockets with special focus on
malaria, hemoglobinopathies and fluorosis and the six institutional mechanisms.

●

 

The six institutional mechanisms are:c.
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Inter-ministerial coordination●

National AnemiaMukt Bharat Unit●

National Centre of Excellence and Advanced research on Anemia Control●

Convergence with other ministries●

Strengthening supply chain and logistics●

AnemiaMukt Bharat Dashboard and Digital Portal- one-stop shop for Anemia.●

 

This comprehensive strategy is expected to yield positive results in Anemia control.

The Minister of State (Health and Family Welfare), ShAshwini Kumar Choubey stated this in a
written reply in the Lok Sabha here today.
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-12-14

VACCINATION FOR PNEUMONIA
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

Vaccination for Pneumonia

Posted On: 13 DEC 2019 12:48PM by PIB Delhi

As per National Family Health Survey (NFHS), the prevalence in children under 3
years of age of Acute Respiratory Infection (ARI) which includes pneumonia and
bronchitis was 19.3% in NFHS 2(1998-99), 5.8% in NFHS 3(2005-06) and was 2.7%
in NFHS 4 (2015-16) in children under 5 years of age. 

The State/UT-wise data of the prevalence of ARI as per NFHS-2,3 &4 is at as under:

 

State/UT-wise Percentage Prevalence of Acute Respiratory Infection among
Children

State

NFHS 2
(1998-99)
P r e v a l e n c e  i n
children under 3
years of age

NFHS 3
(2005-06)
Prevalence in
children under 3
years of age

NFHS 4
(2015-16)
P r e v a l e n c e  i n
chi ldren under 5
years of age

India 19.3 5.8 2.7

Andaman and Nicobar Islands NA NA 1.5

Andhra Pradesh 19.3 2 0.5

Arunachal Pradesh 25.4 6.7 2.1

Assam 17.8 7.3 1

Bihar 21.7 6.8 2.5

Chandigarh NA NA 2.8

Chhattisgarh 26 4.4 2.2

Dadra & Nagar Haveli NA NA 1.9

Daman and Diu NA NA 0.6

Delhi 16.9 6.4 2.4

Goa 17.1 3.6 1.4

Gujarat 11 4.7 1.4

Haryana 11.8 2.7 3.2

Himachal Pradesh 10.8 1.4 1.6
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Jammu and Kashmir 22.2 7.6 5.4

Jharkhand 22 5.2 3.2

Karnataka 7.9 1.7 1.2

Kerala 22.8 2.7 0.8

Lakshadweep NA NA 0.9

Madhya Pradesh 29.2 3.7 2.1

Maharashtra 13.5 4.6 2.4

Manipur 26.9 4.7 1.7

Meghalaya 28.8 1.9 5.8

Mizoram 11.2 4.1 2.2

Nagaland 18.4 4.2 1.4

Odisha 22.5 2.8 2.4

Puducherry NA NA 2.7

Punjab 14.4 6.9 4.1

Rajasthan 22 6.9 2.1

Sikkim 30 5 0.3

Tamil Nadu 10.3 3.7 2.8

Telangana NA NA 2

Tripura NA 14.2 2.6

Uttarakhand NA 4.3 4.6

Uttar Pradesh 21.1 7.1 4.7

West Bengal 24.8 13 3.3

 

 

Prevalence of symptoms of ARI in last two weeks preceding the survey

 

Under National Health Mission, the Government of India is implementing following
interventions to address pneumonia:

 

SAANS (Social Awareness and Actions to Neutralize Pneumonia Successfully)
Initiative to accelerate action to reduce deaths due to Childhood Pneumonia. The
SAANS initiative encompasses a three tiered strategy: i) National Childhood
Pneumonia Management Guidelines on treatment and management of Childhood
Pneumonia; ii) Skill building and training of service providers for identification and

●
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standardized management of Pneumonia; and iii) a 3600 communication SAANS
Campaign to ensure greater awareness on childhood Pneumonia among families
and parents in order to trigger behaviour change and improve care seeking.

Universal Immunization Programme (UIP) focuses on Measles, Haemophilus
Influenzae (B) and Pneumococcal Vaccine for prevention of pneumonia.

●

Early initiation and exclusive breastfeeding for first six months and appropriate
Infant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF) practices are promoted under Mothers’
Absolute Affection (MAA) initiative. 

●

 

Facility based Integrated Management of Neonatal and Childhood Illness (F-IMNCI)
training to build capacity of Medical Officer and Nurses in PrimaryHealth Centres,
First Referral Unit, Community Health Centres, and District Hospital on Acute
Respiratory Infection (ARI) Management.

Pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV) has been introduced since May 2017 in a
phased manner under Universal Immunization Program. Since its inception, 93.20
lakhs children have been vaccinated with Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine (PCV) till
October 2019 in the states of Bihar, Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, 19 districts
of Uttar Pradesh and 18 districts of Rajasthan.

Following steps have been taken to disseminate knowledge about Pneumococcal
Conjugate Vaccine (PCV) vaccination under Universal Immunization Program of
National Health Mission:

 

Awareness amongcommunity has been generated utilizing audio-visual and print
material like poster, banner, leaflet, TV spot and radio spot and use of Social
media through WhatsApp, Twitter and Facebook messages.

●

Awareness among service providers like  medical officers and Front Line Workers
like Accredited Social Health Activists(ASHAs), Auxiliary Nurse Mid wives (ANMs)
and Anganwadi workers(AWWs)has been created through trainings.

●

 

The Minister of State (Health and Family Welfare), ShAshwini Kumar Choubey stated
this in a written reply in the Lok Sabha here today.

****

MV
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-12-14

BREAST MILK BANKS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

Breast Milk Banks

Posted On: 13 DEC 2019 12:47PM by PIB Delhi

As per the “National Guidelines on Establishment of Lactation Management Centres in Public
Health Facilities”, Breast Milk Banks in India are known as Comprehensive Lactation
Management Centres (CLMC) and Lactation Management Unit (LMU), depending on the level of
health facilities where these units are established. The national guidelines with operational and
technical guidance on establishment of Lactation Management Centres in public health facilities
have been shared, and funding support is provided to the States and UTs for the same as per
proposals received in their Annual Programme Implementation Plans.

The foremost endeavour of the health care providers in a health centre is to conserve the natural
act of breastfeeding.  Lactation Management Centres are in no way intended to lessen the
importance of mother’s own milk or the practice of breastfeeding. If mother’s own milk is
insufficient or not available for any unavoidable reason, Donor Human Milk (DHM) is the next
best alternative to bridge the gap.

The Minister of State (Health and Family Welfare), ShAshwini Kumar Choubey stated this in a
written reply in the Lok Sabha here today.
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-12-14

MATERNAL MORTALITY RATE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

Maternal Mortality Rate

Posted On: 13 DEC 2019 12:42PM by PIB Delhi

The details of States/UTs who have achieved National Health Policy target of MMR 100 per
lakh live births well ahead of 2020 isas under:

 

Sl. No India/States 2015-17

1 Andhra Pradesh 74

2 Jharkhand 76

3 Gujarat 87

4 Haryana 98

5 Karnataka 97

6 Kerala 42

7 Maharashtra 55

8 Tamil Nadu 63

9 Telangana 76

10 Uttarakhand 89  

11 West Bengal 94  

Source: Sample Registration System Report of Registrar General of India

 

The Minister of State (Health and Family Welfare), Sh Ashwini Kumar Choubey stated this in a
written reply in the Lok Sabha here today.

****
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-12-14

FSSAI’S HYGIENE RATING SCHEME
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

FSSAI’s Hygiene Rating Scheme

Posted On: 13 DEC 2019 12:43PM by PIB Delhi

As informed by Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI), FSSAI’s
Hygiene Rating Scheme is a user driven, technology-enabled scheme applicable to
food businesses supplying food directly to consumers either on or off the premise.
Food businesses are rated on the basis of food hygiene and safety conditions found
at the time of inspection and are given a score between (five to one) as per their
hygiene and food safety compliance. This scheme has been recently introduced for
food service sector such as hotels & restaurants, cafeterias, etc.

 

The main purpose of this scheme is to :

Allow consumers to make an informed food choice about where to eat and
inculcate   right eating habits.

i.

Encourage food businesses to adopt high hygiene standards and to sustain them
so as to showcase the same to their consumers.

ii.

In addition, there is already a Regulation namely the Food Safety and Standards
(Licensing and Registration of Food Businesses), Regulations, 2011to check the
reuse of cooking oil by the caterers. In the said regulation, the following guidelines
are provided:

Re-use of cooking oil should be avoided;i.

In case of reheating of oil, use maximum three times to avoid the formation of
trans-fat. It is ideal to use once, if possible.

ii.

Re-heating and reuse of oil should be avoided as far as possible. Avoid using
left over oil wherever possible. However, vegetable oil having developed Total
Polar Compound more than 25% shall not be used.

iii.

Further, on 10.08.2018, the FSSAI launched a new initiative ‘Repurpose Used
Cooking Oil’ which is an ecosystem that will enable the collection and conversion of
used cooking oil to bio-diesel. FSSAI has issued directions on 30thJanuary, 2019
requiring Food Business Operators (FBOs), whose consumption of edible oils for
frying is more than 50 liters per day,to maintain usage records and dispose the used
cooking oil to authorized aggregators for being delivered to bio-diesel manufacturers.
Detailed guidelines have also been issued for handling & disposal of used cooking oil
by FBOs to ensure safe handling and disposal of used cooking oil.
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The Minister of State (Health and Family Welfare), ShAshwini Kumar Choubey stated
this in a written reply in the Lok Sabha here today.
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-12-16

YEAR END REVIEW -2019 OF MINISTRY OF
CORPORATE AFFAIRS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Ministry of Corporate Affairs

Year End Review -2019 of Ministry of Corporate Affairs

Several initiatives taken for providing Ease of Doing
Business to law abiding corporates

Creation of Institution of a robust Insolvency & Bankruptcy
framework

Posted On: 15 DEC 2019 11:21AM by PIB Delhi

In pursuance to objective of providing greater “ Ease of Doing Business” to all stakeholders, bring
about greater transparency in corporate structure and fostering better Corporate compliance so as
to enhance the efficiency of the processes under Companies Act ,2013 , the Ministry of Corporate
Affairs ( MCA) has taken several landmark initiatives / decisions during last one year ( January-
November ,2019) .

India has improved its ranking on the World Bank’s “Doing Business” 2020 report. As per the
report, India has moved up 14 positions to 63rd position as compared to 77th position in 2018.
India’s leap of 14 ranks in the Ease of Doing Business ranking is significant considering that there
has been continuous improvement since 2015 and for the third consecutive year India is amongst
the top 10 improvers. Ministry of Corporate Affairs has contributed towards insolvency resolution.
As per the latest Report in the Resolving Insolvency Index, India’s ranking jumped 56
places to 52 in 2019 from 108 in 2018. Recovery rate increased from 26.5% in 2018 to 71.6%
in 2019 and time taken in recovery improved from 4.3 years in 2018 to 1.6 years in 2019.

A number of steps to provide Ease of Doing Business to law abiding corporates have been
implemented by the Ministry in the recent past, which are as follows :

Integrated Incorporation Form - Simplified Proforma for Incorporating Company
Electronically (SPICe) introduced which extends 8 services (CIN, PAN, TIN, DIN, Name,
EPFO, ESIC and GSTN) from three Ministries through a single form.

●

De-criminalization of technical & procedural violations under Companies Act and
reducing the burden on criminal courts & NCLT by shifting 16 offences sections to
monetary penalty regime vide Companies (Amendment )Bill , 2019  notified on 31st

July ,2019

●

Government Process Re-Engineering by Introducing “RUN – Reserve Unique Name” web
service for name reservation for companies & LLPs, Re-engineering the Process of
allotment of Director Identification Number (DIN),  Zero MCA  fee for company incorporation
up to Rs 15 lakh authorized capital, Condonation of Delay Scheme (CODS) 2017.

●
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Revised De-Minimis exemption under Competition Act 2002 for speeding up Mergers &
Acquisitions of companies in the country.

●

Introduction by CCI of an automatic system of approval for combinations under
Green Channel. Under this process, the combination is deemed to have been
approved upon filing the notice in the prescribed format. This system would
significantly reduce time and cost of transactions.

●

Exemptions from various provisions of Companies Act to Private companies,
Government Companies, Charitable companies, Nidhis and IFSC (GIFT city)
companies.

●

Provisions relating to issue of shares with Differential Voting Rights (DVRs) modified
with the objective of enabling promoters of Indian companies to retain control of their
companies in their pursuit for growth and creation of long-term value for
shareholders, even as they raise equity capital from global investors.

●

Enabling provisions with regard to Mediation and Conciliation under the Companies
Act, 2013 enforced.

●

Harmonising norms with SEBI by reducing the time limits of public offers so that
investors get securities within three days of application instead of earlier six days

●

Import of section 232(6) of the Act has been clarified which would result into harmonisation
of practices in ascertaining the “appointed date” of merger/amalgamation and provide due
clarity on the accounting treatment, thereby allowing stakeholders to align the “appointed
date” of merger/amalgamation in accordance with their business considerations or legal
requirements. This would also contribute significantly in the ease of Doing Business.

●

Provisions relating to creation of Debenture Redemption Reserve (DRR) revised with
the objective of deepening the bond market & reducing the cost of capital by:

●

removing the requirement for creation of a DRR of 25% of the value of outstanding
debentures in respect of listed companies, NBFCs registered with RBI and for Housing
Finance Companies registered with National Housing Bank (NHB) both for public issue as
well as private placements;

●

Reduction in DRR for unlisted companies from the present level of 25% to 10% of the
outstanding debentures.

●

Launched Independent Director’s Databank to provide an easy to access & navigate
platform for the registration of existing Independent Directors as well as individuals
aspiring to become independent directors.

●

Setting up Central Registration Centre for name reservation and incorporation of companies
& LLPs within 1-2 days as opposed to an average of at least 15 days earlier.

●

During the last three years more than 1,25,000  companies have been incorporated every
year in the country in this manner, as compared to 50-60,000 companies in earlier years.

●

Dematerialisation of Securities of Unlisted Public Companies●

Companies (Registered Valuers & Valuation) Rules●

Companies (Adjudication of Penalties) Rules amended making the process
transparent and non-discretionary.

●

National Guidelines on Responsible Business Conduct●

Withdrawal of more than 14,000 prosecutions under the Companies Act, 2013.●

Rationalization of Related Party Transaction related provisions●

Initiation of Phase-II of Decriminalization of Penal provisions under Companies Act,
2013.

●

First National CSR Awards distributed●
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Steps taken for creation of an Institution of a robust Insolvency & Bankruptcy framework
are as follows:

.

The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Second Amendment) Bill, 2019 was introduced
in the Lok Sabha on 12th December,2019 . The Statement of objects and reasons of
the Bill states that a need was felt to give the highest priority in repayment to last
mile funding to corporate debtors to prevent insolvency , in case the company goes
into corporate insolvency resolution process or liquidation , to prevent potential
abuse of the Code by certain classes of financial creditors , to provide immunity
against prosecution of the corporate debtor and action against the property of the
corporate debtor and successful resolution applicant subject to fulfilment of certain
conditions .

●

The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment) Bill, 2019 was passed by
Parliament and has come into effect from 16.8.2019. This amendment Bill provides for
the timely conclusion of cases, greater flexibility for corporate restructuring for
maximizing value of assets, protecting primacy of secured creditors and removing
voting deadlock of homebuyers, etc.

●

The Insolvency and Bankruptcy (Insolvency and Liquidation Proceedings of Financial
Service Providers and Application to Adjudicating Authority) Rules, 2019 were issued
on 15th Nov, 2019 which provide a generic framework for insolvency and liquidation
proceedings of Financial Service Providers (FSPs) other than banks. The Rules apply
to such FSPs or categories of FSPs, as will be notified by the Central Government
under section 227 from time to time in consultation with appropriate regulators, for
the purpose of their insolvency and liquidation proceedings. The Rules essentially
aim to serve as an interim mechanism to deal with any exigency pending introduction
of a full-fledged enactment (FRDI Bill) to deal with financial resolution of Banks and
other systemically important financial service providers.

●

Notification of clause (e) of section 2 of IBC was issued on 15th Nov, 2019 and 
enforced from 1st Dec, 2019 to extend the scope of the IBC by bringing the resolution
and bankruptcy of personal guarantors of corporate debtors under IBC. Insolvency
Resolution and Bankruptcy of personal guarantors under the IBC would complement
the insolvency resolution of the corporate debtor and put personal guarantors &
corporate guarantors on the same level playing field. It will bring much needed
borrowing discipline and propel a cultural change in banking relationships.

●

The Insolvency and Bankruptcy (Application to Adjudicating Authority for Insolvency
Resolution Process for Personal Guarantors to Corporate Debtors) Rules, 2019
& The Insolvency and Bankruptcy (Application to Adjudicating Authority for
Bankruptcy Process for Personal Guarantors to Corporate Guarantors) Rules, 2019
were issued on 15th Nov, 2019 and will be enforced from 1st Dec, 2019. The rules
provide for resolution for individuals under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code
(IBC) which is being implemented in a phased manner. The IBC envisages
reorganisation and insolvency resolution of corporate persons, partnership firms and
individuals in a time bound manner for maximisation of value of assets of such
persons, to promote entrepreneurship, availability of credit and balance the interests
of all stakeholders. The provisions of the IBC relating to corporate processes
(insolvency resolution, fast track resolution, liquidation and voluntary liquidation)

●
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have since been operationalised. These Rules provide for the process and forms of
making applications for initiating insolvency resolution and bankruptcy proceedings
against personal guarantors to CDs, withdrawal of such applications, forms for public
notice for inviting claims from the creditors, etc.
The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 was amended twice in 2018 to disqualify
undesirable persons from regaining control of companies undergoing resolution and to
balance the interests of various stakeholders in the Code, especially interests of home
buyers and micro, small and medium enterprises, promoting resolution over liquidation of
corporate debtor by lowering the voting threshold of committee of creditors and streamlining
provisions relating to eligibility of resolution applicants

●

Achievements of Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 (IBC) so far :

Out of 21,136 applications filed :-●

9,653 cases involving a total amount of approx. Rs.3,74,931.30 Cr have been disposed off
at pre-admission stage of IBC.

●

2838 cases were admitted into Corporate Insolvency Resolution Process (CIRP) out of
which 306 cases are closed by appeal/review/withdrawn.

●

In the 161 resolved cases, the realizable amount is Rs. 1,56,814 crore.●

World Bank Doing Business Report 2020 - Resolving Insolvency Index :-●

India’s ranking jumped 56 places to 52 in 2019 from 108 in 2018.●

Recovery rate increased from 26.5% in 2018 to 71.6% in 2019.●

Time taken in recovery improved from 4.3 years in 2018 to 1.6 years in 2019.●

 

***
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-12-18

NO STATE-WISE MINORITY CLASSIFICATION, SAYS SC
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Minorities Incl. Linguistic Minorities - Schemes

& their performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies

S.A. Bobde  

Religion has no borders, Chief Justice of India Sharad A. Bobde said on Wednesday, as the
Supreme Court dismissed a petition to recognise Hindus as minorities in the States where they
are low in population.

The petition asked the court to frame guidelines to “identify and define” religious minorities in
every State, especially where Hindus are in a minority, to protect their culture and interests. “The
States have been carved language-wise. But religion is beyond all borders, especially political
borders. It has to be taken on a pan-India basis,” the Chief Justice observed.

The observation came on a petition from advocate A.K. Upadhyay that said the Hindus were not
declared a minority community in several States, and they were deprived of the benefits of the
status. Attorney General K.K. Venugopal, for the government, submitted that Hindus were a
minority in eight States.

For the purposes of Articles 29 (protection of the interests of minorities) and 30 (the right of
minorities to administer educational institutions) of the Constitution, it was necessary that the
religious and linguistic minorities be determined State-wise on the basis of the numeric
proportions of various communities in each State, Mr. Upadhyay said.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-12-18

PACKAGED FOODS ‘BREACH’ SALT LIMITS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Several packaged snacks and fast foods breach safe limits for salt and fat content, an analysis
conducted by the Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) says.

The agency tested salt, fat, trans-fat and carbohydrates in 33 popular “junk foods”: 14 samples
of chips, salted snacks, instant noodles and instant soup, and 19 samples of burgers, fries, fried
chicken, pizzas, sandwiches and wraps. The samples were collected from grocery and fast food
outlets in Delhi. The CSE relied on the Recommended Dietary Allowance (RDA) — the daily
ceiling for salt, fat, carbohydrates and trans-fat. The RDA is based on scientific consensus and
has been agreed upon by the World Health Organisation and the National Institute of Nutrition in
India. It says that ideally, no more than 5 g of salt, 60 g of fat, 300 g of carbohydrate and 2.2 g of
trans-fat should be consumed by an adult every day. The RDA from breakfast, lunch and dinner
should be no more than 25% each, and from snacks, no more than 10%.

The CSE found that per 100 g, one packet of packaged nuts, soup or noodles had salt and fat
well over the limit. For instance, Haldiram Aloo Bhujia, with a serve size of 231 g, had the
equivalent of 7 gm of salt and 99 gm of total (saturated and unsaturated) fat. A serving of
Nestle’s Maggi Masala (70 g) exhausted 50% of composite RDA for a snack, and a serving of
Haldiram’s nut cracker exhausted 35% of the salt RDA and 26% of the fat RDA.

The proposed Food Safety and Standards (Labelling and Display) Regulations say companies
must declare calories (energy), saturated fat, trans-fat, added sugar and sodium per serve.
Labels must show the per serve share of the RDA on the pack. Though discussed since 2015 in
many drafts — the latest in July — the rules have yet to become law.

The CSE took the values prescribed in the drafts for their calculations and concluded that all of
the popular snacks and fast foods ought to be displaying a ‘Red Octagon’, a warning symbol
employed in packaged foods in Chile and Peru. The Red Octagon, which should be printed on
the front of the pack, has a number and the name of the food component within that indicates
how widely off the RDA a particular ingredient is.

Special discount offer on The Hindu subscription only for Today’s paper readers

Already have an account ? Sign in

Find mobile-friendly version of articles from the day's newspaper in one easy-to-read list.

Enjoy reading as many articles as you wish without any limitations.

A select list of articles that match your interests and tastes.

Move smoothly between articles as our pages load instantly.

A one-stop-shop for seeing the latest updates, and managing your preferences.

We brief you on the latest and most important developments, three times a day.

*Our Digital Subscription plans do not currently include the e-paper ,crossword, iPhone, iPad
mobile applications and print. Our plans enhance your reading experience.

https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=todayspaper&utm_medium=30334483&utm_campaign=tp-national&#signin


Page 145

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

To continue enjoying The Hindu, You can turn off your ad blocker or Subscribe to The Hindu.

Sign up for a 30 day free trial.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=adblocker&utm_medium=signin&utm_campaign=adblocker


Page 146

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-12-18

SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD LAUNCHES NATIONAL
BROADBAND MISSION

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and
potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power

Ministry of Communications

Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad launches National Broadband
Mission

All villages in the country will be covered by 2022

Broadband Mission to fulfill all aspirations of the people

Enables fast track growth of digital communication
infrastructure

Bridges digital divide for digital empowerment and
inclusion

Posted On: 17 DEC 2019 5:17PM by PIB Delhi

The Minister for Communications, Law & Justice and Electronics and Information Technology,
Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad has said that the National Broadband Mission is to fulfill all aspirations
of the people and enables fast track growth of digital communication infrastructure. He was
addressing the gathering after launching the National Broadband Mission (NBM) at an event,
here today. The Minister of State for Communications, Human Resources Development and
Electronics & Information Technology, Shri Sanjay Shamrao Dhotre, the Secretary (Telecom),
Shri Anshu Prakash and other senior officials were present on the occasion. A large number of
representatives from the telecom industry, officers from various Ministries of the Government of
India, various State Governments and senior officers of the Department of Telecommunications
participated in the event.

 

Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad also launched the Logo of the NBM, a Booklet on this occasion.

 

The vision of the NBM is to fast track growth of digital communications infrastructure, bridge the
digital divide, facilitate digital empowerment and inclusion and provide affordable and universal
access of broadband for all. Some of the objectives of the Mission which is structured with
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strong emphasis on the three principles of universality, affordability and quality are:

 

Broadband access to all villages by 2022●

Facilitate universal and equitable access to broadband services for across the country
and especially in rural and remote areas

●

Laying of incremental 30 lakhs route km of Optical Fiber Cable and increase in tower
density from 0.42 to 1.0 tower per thousand of population by 2024

●

Significantly improve quality of services for mobile and internet●

Develop innovative implementation models for Right of Way (RoW) and to work with
States/UTs for having consistent policies pertaining to expansion of digital
infrastructure including for RoW approvals required for laying of OFC

●

Develop a Broadband Readiness Index (BRI) to measure the availability of digital
communications infrastructure and conducive policy ecosystem within a State/UT.

●

Creation of a digital fiber map of the Digital Communications network and
infrastructure, including Optical Fiber Cables and Towers, across the country

●

Investment from stakeholders of USD 100 billion (Rs 7 Lakh Crore) including Rs
70,000 crore from Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF)

●

Address policy and regulatory changes required to accelerate the expansion and
creation of digital infrastructure and services

●

Work with all stakeholders including the concerned Ministries / Departments/
Agencies, and Ministry of Finance, for enabling investments for the Mission

●

 

Snapshot of growth in Telecom Parameters

 

Year 2014 2019

Mobile Subscribers (in millions)
30% Growth

907.42 1173.75

Internet Subscribers(in millions)
165% Growth

251.59
 

665.31

Broadband Subscribers(in millions)
530% Growth

99.2 625.42

Tele-density (%)
20% Growth

75.23 % 90.52 %

Rural Tele-density (%)
31% Growth

44.01 % 57.59 %

Data Consumption (in GB per subscriber
per month)
1120% Growth

Less than 0.80 GB 9.77 GB

 

*****
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A DUTY TO PUBLISH: ON RTI
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency & Accountability

including Right to Information and Citizen Charter

The Right to Information Act’s role in fostering a more informed citizenry and an accountable
government has never been in doubt ever since its implementation in 2005. But there have been
persistent and growing misgivings. Section 4 of the Act calls for pro-active and voluntary
dissemination of information, but only a few Central and State institutions have published
relevant information; here, Rajasthan has taken a lead through its Jan Soochna portal. The
other problem has been persisting vacancies in the State and Central Information Commissions,
which was raised in a plea in the Supreme Court on Monday. A three-judge Bench led by the
CJI allowed the request and asked the Centre and States to expedite filling up the vacancies.
The CJI also curiously observed that officials were sensing fear leading to paralysis of action
due to the working of the RTI, going on to elaborate that the kind of queries that were sometimes
being asked were not always in public spirit and were posed by people who had no “locus
standi” in the matter regarding the queries. This argument by the CJI is difficult to accept as the
RTI Act explicitly rejects the need for locus standi in Section 6(2) — “an applicant making
request for information shall not be required to give any reason for requesting the information...”.
This clause is present for vital reasons — seeking locus standi in order to respond to public
requests could result in a chilling effect as public authorities (PAs) could choose to deny
information to general citizens on subjective grounds. Besides, information commissioners and
public officials have the authority to reject requests based on criteria that enable exemption from
information disclosure. Data on RTI requests since 2005 show that the yearly rejection rate
(requests rejected as a percentage of those received) has come down steadily to 4.7% in 2018-
19. A change in the Act that seeks locus standi as a criterion could dramatically increase this
number. Rather than focusing on locus standi, public authorities would be advised to provide for
greater voluntary dissemination on government portals, which should ease their load.

A Transparency Audit report submitted to the Central Information Commission (CIC) in
November 2018 sought feedback from 2,092 PAs under the CIC to evaluate implementation of
Section 4 of the Act. Only 838 (40%) responded and even here, 35% of the PAs fared poorly
with little transparency in parameters such as organisation and functions, budget and
programme, e-governance, and other information disclosures. The other key misgiving with RTI
implementation has been the persisting problem of vacancies in the CIC and State commissions
— the CIC has four vacancies and 33,000 pending cases. After the top court’s directions, this
lacuna should be addressed by governments quickly.
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NUMBER OF CHILDREN, ADOLESCENTS WITH
DIABETES RISING IN INDIA, WARNS IDF

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Representational image.   | Photo Credit: AP

“The number of children and adolescents with diabetes is increasing every year in India,”
warned the International Diabetes Federation (IDF), which released the 9th edition of the IDF
Diabetes Atlas recently.

According to the latest edition of the Diabetes Atlas, there has been a 51% increase in diabetes
cases worldwide, with South East Asia (SEA) showing an increase of 74%. There were 88
million diabetes cases reported in the SEA region in 2019, with an estimate arriving at 153
million by 2045.

Globally, there are 463 million people suffering from diabetes. This number is projected to reach
578 million by 2030 and 700 million by 2045.

“India has 15,900 new cases of Type I diabetes, along with 95,600 existing cases of Type 1
diabetes among children up to the age of 14 in 2019,” the IDF notes.

This edition of the Diabetes Atlas also emphasises actions that can be taken at various levels
with a view to strengthening the global fight to reduce the impact of diabetes.

“Many countries still lack a national diabetes plan, and at least half the world’s population does
not have full coverage for essential health services. Most countries are also falling short of the
WHO’s (World Health Organisation) 2025 target of halting the rise of Type 2 diabetes. Urgent
national actions are required to improve Type 2 diabetes prevention and the management of all
types of diabetes,”' said Professor Nam H. Cho, president, IDF.
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YEAR END REVIEW -2019 OF MINISTRY OF
PETROLEUM & NATURAL GAS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas

Year End Review -2019 of Ministry of Petroleum & Natural
Gas

Several initiatives taken by Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas to address the priorities like Energy Access,
Energy Efficiency, Energy Sustainability and Energy
Security

Posted On: 18 DEC 2019 3:35PM by PIB Delhi

The Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas is concerned with exploration and production of Oil &
Natural Gas, refining, distribution and marketing, import, export and conservation of petroleum
products. Oil and Gas being the important import for our economy, many initiatives have been
taken by the Ministry for increasing production and exploitation of all domestic petroleum
resources to address the priorities like Energy Access, Energy Efficiency, Energy Sustainability
and Energy Security.

 

PRADHAN MANTRI UJJWALA YOJANA (PMUY)●

With the objective to provide clean cooking fuel to poor households, especially in rural
areas ensuring universal coverage of LPG as cooking gas in the country, the Government
launched Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) in May 2016, with an initial target of 5
crore. It was further revised to providing 8 crore connections to an adult woman of poor
households by March, 2020, which has already been achieved on 7th September, 2019 i.e.
7 months ahead of the target.

Implementation of this scheme enhanced economic productivity and quality of life of women, by
removing drudgery associated with collection of wood. The free time, thus, available with them,
can be utilized in multi spheres for improving their life standards.

PAHAL●

The Government, as a measure of Good Governance, has introduced well targeted system of
subsidy delivery to LPG consumers through PAHAL. The initiative of the Government was aimed
at rationalizing subsidies, based on approach to cut subsidy leakages, but not subsidies
themselves.

PAHAL Scheme was launched on 15th November 2014, initially in 54 districts. It was
subsequently extended to rest of the country from 01.01.2015 for providing the direct benefits
transfer of LPG subsidy to the bank account of the LPG consumers. As on 13th December 2019,
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25.84 crore LPG consumers have joined the PAHAL Scheme and Rs. 1,22,666.82 crore have
directly been transferred to the bank accounts of LPG consumers.

PAHAL Scheme has been designed to ensure that the benefit meant for the genuine
domestic customer reaches them directly and is not diverted. The scheme has helped in
identifying ‘ghost’ connections, multiple connections and inactive connections which in
turn has resulted in curbing diversion of subsidized LPG to commercial purposes.

REFORMS IN EXPLORATION AND LICENSING POLICY●

The Government notified ‘Reforms in Exploration and Licensing Policy, for enhancing domestic
exploration and production of oil and gas’ on 28th February 2019, with the objective  to intensify
exploration activities, attract foreign and domestic investment and enhance domestic production.
The salient features of Policy Reforms are as under:

Shifting of focus from ‘revenue’ to ‘production maximisation’.i.
No Revenue Sharing with Government in Category- II & III sedimentary basins.ii.
Boost to exploration activities by assigning greater weightage to exploration work
programme.

iii.

For unexplored areas in Category I basins, 70% weightage to Minimum Work Programme
and 30% weightage to Revenue Sharing with a cap of 50% at Highest Revenue Sharing
point (HRP);  and

a.

For Category II and III sedimentary basins, 100% weightage for Minimum Work
Programme.

b.

Shorter exploration period for early development.iv.
Fiscal concessions for early monetization and commercial production.v.
Marketing and Pricing freedom for natural gas.vi.
The policy envisages bidding out of 66 small and marginal producing nomination fields
operated by National Oil Companies (NOCs) to have collaboration with private E&P
players for inducting new and innovative technology, infusing fresh investment and best
management practices to enhance production of oil and gas by adopting Enhanced Oil
Recovery/Improved Oil Recovery (EOR/IOR) methods. NIO for bidding out 66 fields has
been issued by ONGC and OIL in the last week of June 2019.

vii.

The MoU of ONGC and OIL were restructured with 50% weightage for physical
production, Other physical parameters 30%, Financial performance parameters 20%.

viii.

Redefining the Role of DGH by delegation of additional powers and functions to DGH to
strengthen the compliance/regulatory, developmental and coordination role of DGH.

ix.

Simplified and investor friendly Model Bid documents, including increasing of bidding cycle
frequency from twice to thrice in a year.

x.

Promoting Ease of Doing Business:xi.

Simplified contractual terms with emphasis on cutting downa.
approvals of Government/DGH/Management Committee and expeditious grant
of approvals

Setting up of Empowered Coordination Committee (ECC) under the chairmanship of
Cabinet Secretary for expediting process of approvals.  

b.

New Dispute Resolution Mechanism for amicable and speedy redressal of contractual
dispute.

c.
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Electronic Single Window mechanism based on IT workflow and processes for processing
of approvals. Standard Operating procedures (SoPs) for grant of approvals under PSC
have also been finalized.

d.

 

OPEN ACREAGE LICENSING POLICY (OALP) BIDDING ROUNDS●

During the year 2019, 32 blocks covering approximately 59,000 sq.km area have been awarded
under OALP bid Rounds II and III and 7 Blocks with an area of approximately 18500 sq.km have
been awarded under OALP Bid Round-IV.

 

PETROLEUM EXPLORATION LICENSES●

 

Central Government has already granted Petroleum Exploration Licenses (PELs) for all the
offshore blocks and also recommended to all the concerned State Governments to grant PELs
for all on-land blocks allocated under Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy (HELP)
regime.

NATIONAL SEISMIC PROGRAMME●

As on 30.11.2019, surface coverage of 41,902 Line Kilo Meter (LKM), out of 48,143 LKM has
been achieved under NSP.

 

NATIONAL DATA REPOSITORY (NDR)●

The NDR was established by the Government to assimilate, preserve and upkeep the vast
amount of data which could be organized and regulated for use in future exploration and
development, besides use by R&D and other educational institutions. The operation of NDR was
formally launched on 28th June, 2017 in DGH Office, Noida. Total data uploaded in NDR till 30
November, 2019 is 2.30 million line kilometres of 2D Seismic Data, 0.78 million square
kilometres of 3D Seismic data and 17588 exploratory wells. The data availability in NDR will help
investors to carve out blocks for submission of expression of interest under OALP.

 

MONETIZATION OF NEW EXPLORATION LICENSING POLICY (NELP) DISCOVERIES●

42 (cumulative) NELP discoveries were monetized as on 31st October, 2019.

 

REFINERY●

 

Out of the 23 refineries operating in the country, 18 are in public sector, 3 are in private sector
and 2 as a joint venture, with a total refining capacity of 249.366 MMTPA. Out of the refining
capacity of 249.366MMT, 142.066 MMT is in the public sector, 19.10 MMT in joint venture and
the balance 88.20 MMT is in the private sector. The country is not only self-sufficient in the
refining capacity for its domestic consumption, but also exports a sufficient quantity of petroleum
products.
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AUTO FUEL VISION AND POLICY●

 Introduction of BS-IV & BS-VI fuels in the Country:

Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas vide order dated 19.01.2015 has notified for
implementation of BS-IV Auto Fuels in the entire country.  Accordingly, BS-IV Auto Fuels
has been implemented in the entire country w.e.f. 01.04.2017.

a.

It has also been decided that the country will leapfrog directly from BS-IV to BS-VI fuel
standards and BS-VI standards will be implemented in the entire country w.e.f. 01.04.2020.

b.

Considering the serious pollution levels in Delhi, the Government has already commenced
supply of BS-VI in National Capital Territory (NCT) of Delhi w.e.f. 01.04.2018.

c.

The Government has also started supply of BS-VI auto fuels in 20 Districts of Rajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh & Haryana adjoining NCT of Delhi.

d.

LIBERALIZATION OF NORMS OF PRIVATE SECTOR PARTICIPATION IN THE RETAIL
SECTOR

●

The Government has approved the guidelines for granting authorization to market transportation
fuels i.e. Motor Sprit (MS) / High Speed Diesel (HSD). Necessary notification in this regard has
been published in the Gazette of India on 08.11.2019.

DPIIT’S PUBLIC PROCUREMENT (PREFERENCE TO MAKE IN INDIA) ORDER●

Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas has prescribed minimum local content for Petroleum and
Natural Gas products under Department of Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade Public
Procurement (Preference to Make in India) Order, 2017 on 25th June, 2019. During the current
Financial Year, Policy to Provide Purchase Preference (linked with Local Content (PP-LC)) was
reviewed by the Steering Committee constituted under the Policy by MoP&NG. As per the
recommendation of Steering Committee, Policy has been extended for a further period of one
year w.e.f. 1st October, 2019.

 

NATIONAL GAS GRID●

overnment of India has identified the requirement of development of additional 15000 Km of Gas
Pipeline and various pipeline sections to complete the Gas Grid. The status of new pipeline
projects being implemented by Govt. PSUs which are part of National Gas Grid are as under:  

 

Jagdishpur – Haldia&Bokaro – Dhamra Pipeline Project (JHBDPL): The 2655 km.
pipeline project is being executed by GAIL at an investment of Rs.12,940 Cr., which
includes 40% capital grant (i.e. Rs.5,176 Cr) from the Government of India and the
project is scheduled to be completed progressively by December, 2020. JHBDPL will
cater to the energy requirements of five states, namely Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Odisha and West Bengal.

I.

 

Barauni to Guwahati Pipeline: Pipeline from Barauni to Guwahati is being
implemented as an integral part of JHBDPL project to connect North East Region
(NER) with the National Gas Grid. The approx. length of the pipeline is 729 km,

II.
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having capacity of 2 to 2.5 MMSCMD with an estimated project cost of Rs. 3308
crores. Completion of the project is scheduled by December 2021.

 

North East Gas Grid: “Hydrocarbon Vision 2030 for North-East India” (Vision
Document) released by MoP&NG on 09.2.2016 comprehensively examines the gaps
in Natural Gas infrastructure and proposes Natural Gas pipeline grid in North-east
region. Thus, a joint venture of five oil and gas CPSEs i.e. GAIL, IOCL, OIL, ONGC
and NRL named as “Indradhanush Gas Grid Ltd” (IGGL) has been entrusted for the
development of Natural Gas Pipeline Grid in North-East, i.e. North East Gas Grid
(NEGG), in all North Eastern States i.e. Assam, Sikkim, Mizoram, Manipur,
Arunachal Pradesh, Tripura, Nagaland and Meghalaya, in a phased manner at an
estimated project cost of Rs. 9265 crore. Further, a CCEA Note seeking Capital
Grant required as Viability Gap Funding (VGF) to Indradhanush Gas Grid Limited
(IGGL) for setting up the North East Natural Gas Pipeline Grid (NEGG) is under
consideration.

III.

 

Kochi-Koottanad- Bangalore-Mangalore (Ph-II) Pipeline Project (KKBMPL): The
construction work to develop Kochi-Kottanad-Managlore-Bangalore pipeline
(KKBMPL) and Ennore-Thiruvallur-Bengluru-Puducherry-Nagapatinam-Madurai-
Tuticorin Pipeline (ETBPNMT) in the southern part of the country is in progress.
Efforts are underway for development of these pipeline project and provide
accessibility of natural gas sources (domestic and imported both) to southern cities
by connecting KKMBPL and ETBPNMT projects with the existing gas grid.

IV.

 

PROMOTION OF LNG / CNG IN VEHICLES●

 

As on October, 2019, about 55.17 lakh households are availing the benefit of domestic gas in
the form of PNG for cooking purpose. Oil & Gas companies along with its Joint Venture/
subsidiary CGD companies have firmed up plans to expand the coverage of PNG network to
achieve additional 1 Crore PNG households by 2024. The Government has given priority in
allocation of domestic gas (the cheapest gas available in country) for supply to households in
the form of Piped Natural Gas (PNG)(Domestic) and Transport segment in the form of
Compressed Natural Gas (CNG)(Transport) across the country. City Gas Distribution (CGD)
networks have been declared as a "Public utility" under Industrial Dispute Act (IDA) 1947. At
present (October, 2019), 1838 CNG stations are making available CNG to meet the requirement
of 34.54 Lakh CNG vehicles in the country.

 

Government is meeting 100% gas requirement of PNG (Domestic) and CNG (Transport)
segment of the City Gas Distribution (CGD) networks across the country.

 

CITY GAS DISTRIBUTION (CGD) BIDDING●
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Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board (PNGRB) formed under the Petroleum and
Natural Gas Regulatory Board Act, 2006, grants authorization for
setting up of City Gas Distribution (CGD) network in the cities / geographical areas of the
country through open bidding process. Supply of domestic PNG to households, setting up of
CNG stations for vehicles, providing PNG to small industries and commercial establishments
can be carried out only by the
authorised entity.

 

In 9th and 10th CGD Bidding Rounds, 86 and 50 Geographical Areas (GAs) have been
authorized respectively. As per the commitment made by the various entities for the 50 GAs
during 10thCGD Bidding Round, 2,02,92,760 domestic PNG (piped natural gas) connections and
3,578 CNG (compressed natural gas) stations for transport sector would be installed during a
period of 8 years up to 31st March 2029, in addition to 58,177 inch-km of steel pipeline. After
completion of 10th Round of CGD bidding, CGD would be available in 229 GAs comprising 407
districts spread over 27 States and Union Territories, covering approximately 70 percent of
India’s population and 53 percent of its geographical area.

 

Ø LIQUEFIED NATURAL GAS (LNG) REGASIFICATION

 

At present, the country is having 6 LNG terminals meeting regasification capacity of 39.2
Million Metric Tonne per Annum (MMTPA). These 6 terminals are located at Dahej (17.5
MMTPA), Hazira (5 MMTPA), Dabhol (1.7 MMTPA), Kochi (5 MMTPA), Mundra (5 MMTPA)
and Ennore (5 MMTPA). Dabhol terminal capacity utilization will also be enhanced to 5
MMTPA with breakwater in coming years.

 

SWACHH BHARAT ABHIYAN●

Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas received Swachh Bharat Award under Swachhata Action
Plan Category in Swachh Mahotsav 2019, held on 06th September 2019. MoPNG has allocated
a budget of Rs 342.50 crore for 2018 -19, but with the help of continuous monitoring through
various meetings including apex level review meetings, MoPNG including Oil & Gas CPSEs, has
achieved an expenditure figure of around Rs 473 crore, showing an achievement of around
138%.

Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas (MoPNG), its attached offices, and Oil & Gas CPSEs, under
the administrative control of MoPNG, celebrated Swachhta Pakhwada fortnight from 01st July
2019 to 15th July, 2019, with full zeal and enthusiasm. On 16th September 2019, Minister of
Petroleum & Natural Gas and Steel, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan distributed the Awards to all the
winners of the Swachhta Pakhwada 2019, and also to the winners of Inter-refinery Swachhta
Ranking 2018-19. As a result of this initiative led by MoPNG, there were more than 60,000
activities undertaken across India and more than 200,000 trees were planted. Various activities
were organized as a part of Pakhwada 2019 such as Cleanliness Drives (8450), Awareness
Campaigns (5844), Competitions for School Students / Communities (1750) and many more
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activities. This year, the Swachhta Pakhwada saw an unprecedented public participation of more
than 25,00,000 people.

A “Jan-Andolan” for Swachhata was launched on the theme of “Say No To Single Use Plastic”
by the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas from 11th September to 27th October, 2019 to pay
homage to Mahatma Gandhi on his 150th birth anniversary. With a collaborative effort, all the
CPSEs and other organizations under MoPNG joined hands to make a cleaner and greener
India. The valuable contributions made by the Ministry, its attached offices and Oil and Gas
CPSEs have gone towards making “Swachhata Hi Seva-2019” Campaign a huge success, and
a stepping stone to eradicate Single Use Plastic from every nook and corner of our great nation,
thereby making Swachh Bharat a reality.

 

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION/ IMPORTANT AGREEMENTS/ CONTRACTS●

 

The 13th Edition of India’s flagship hydrocarbon Conference, PETROTECH-2019 was
organised in February 2019 in New Delhi. This biennial International Conference presents
the Indian hydrocarbon sector prevailing global oil and gas dynamics.

a.

On 22nd September 2019, Hon’ble PM hosted a roundtable for CEOs of US Energy sector
in Houston. During the event, Tellurian and PLL signed an MOU wherein PLL and its
affiliates intend to negotiate the purchase of up to 5 MMTPA of LNG from the proposed
Driftwood LNG project.

b.

India co hosted AMER8 (Asian Ministerial Energy Roundtable 8) in Abu Dhabi in
September 2019. India will host AMER9 in Indian in 2021.

c.

On 10th September 2019, Hon’ble PM and H.E. PM of Nepal, jointly inaugurated South
Asia’s first cross-border petroleum products pipeline from Motihari in India to Amlekhgunj in
Nepal through video conference.

d.

On 5th October 2019, Hon’ble PM and H.E. Sheikh Hasina, PM of Bangladesh jointly
inaugurated the project to Import of Bulk LPG from Bangladesh through video-link.

e.

On 8-9 Oct 2019, Minister PNG jointly inauguration the completed infrastructure works
funded by Mongolia for the Oil Refinery in Shainshand, Mongolia. The refinery project is
funded by India under LOC.

f.

The 3rd meeting of ITT (International Think Tank) was held in New Delhi on 13th October
2019 to discuss the challenges and the way forward for the Indian oil and Gas sector for
the future.

g.

The 3rd Edition of CERAWeek India Energy Forum event held in New Delhi from 14th –
15th October, 2019. During the event, Minister for Petroleum & Natural Gas met with CEOs
of global oil and gas majors.

h.

An MoU signed between Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserves Limited (ISPRL) and Saudi
Aramco for exploring opportunity to fill two caverns in Padur SPRs.

i.

An MoU was signed between MoPNG and Ministry of Energy of Russia on use of Natural
Gas in transportation sector on 05th September 2019.

j.

A Joint Statement on Cooperation between India and Russia in Hydrocarbon Sector for
2019-2024 was issued in Vladivostok, Russia on 4th September 2019 after Hon’ble PM’s
annual bilateral summit with H.E. Russian President. The Joint Statement provides a
Roadmap to for India's private and public companies to explore the possibility of
collaborating in LNG projects, including in the Arctic.

k.
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ETHANOL BLENDED PETROL (EBP) PROGRAMME●

 

Ethanol Supply Year (ESY) 2018-19, 188.57 crore litre of Ethanol has been procured by
OMCs for blending purpose. For ESY 2019-20, the Government has fixed an enhanced
remunerative price for ethanol procurement, based on raw material utilized viz. for C heavy
Molasses at Rs. 43.75/- per litre, for B heavy Molasses at Rs. 54.27 per litre, for sugarcane
juice/ sugar/ sugar syrup at Rs. 59.48/- per litre and for Damaged Food grains at Rs. 47.63/-
per litre. Sugar and sugar syrup have been allowed for the first time for ethanol production
to support the industry in liquidating their excess stocks. Government has published a long-
term ethanol procurement policy so that the industry can take a long-term view on fresh
investments in this sector. The amended provisions of Industries (Development &
Regulation) Act, giving control on production, movement and storage of ethanol to the
Central Government, have now been implemented in 13 States.

i.

 

BIO-DIESEL PROGRAMME●

 

order to encourage production of biodiesel from Used Cooking Oil (UCO), Oil Marketing
Companies have floated Expression of Interest on 10.08.2019, for supply of biodiesel
produced from UCO at 100 locations across the country. This has been extended to 200
locations on 10.10.2019. The ex-factory UCO based biodiesel price has been fixed for three
years. The price for the first year has been fixed at Rs 51/litre, for the second year at Rs
52.7/litre and for the third year at Rs 54.5/litre. GST and transportation shall be payable in
addition to this price. MoP&NG has issued Gazette Notification dated 30.4.2019 on the
subject ‘Guidelines for sale of Bio-diesel for blending with High Speed Diesel for
transportation purposes - 2019’.

I.

 

2ND GENERATION ETHANOL●

 

Subsequent to opening up of alternate route i.e. Second Generation (2G) route for ethanol
production, Oil Marketing Companies are in the process of setting up 12 2G bio-refineries with
an investment of Rs.14,000 crores. Five 2G bio-refinery projects in Bhatinda, Bargarh,
Numaligarh, Panipat and Gorakhpur are in advanced stage of construction.

 

In order to encourage setting up of second generation bio-fuels plants, Government has
launched a scheme namely i.e. “Pradhan Mantri JI-VAN (Jaiv Indhan- Vatavaran Anukool fasal
awashesh Nivaran) Yojana” for providing financial support to integrated bio-ethanol projects,
using lignocellulosic biomass and other renewable feedstock. Under this scheme, proposals for
assistance have come from IOCL (Panipat plant), BPCL (Bargarh), HPCL (Bhatinda), MRPL
(Davangere), and NRL (Numaligarh) apart from IOC R&D for a Demonstration plant at Panipat.
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61 LAKH IHHL TOILETS & 5.6 LAKH COMMUNITY
TOILETS COMPLETED, THUS EXCEEDING TARGETS.

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs

61 Lakh IHHL Toilets & 5.6 Lakh Community Toilets
Completed, thus exceeding targets.

Projects worth Rs 1.06 Lakh Crore Completed/under
implementation under Smart City Mission.

Construction of 96.50 Lakh Houses involving Central
Assistance of Rs.1.51 Lakh Crore approved under PMAY-U

Works completed for 2,326 projects worth Rs. 7,221 Crore,
Contracts Awarded & Work in Progress on 2,962 projects
with an investment of Rs. 65,000 Crore under AMRUT

667 km of Metro Rail Lines presently operational in 18 cities
& about 934 km (including 82 km Delhi-Meerut RRTS) under
construction in various cities

First meeting of Consultative committee attached to
Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs held

Posted On: 19 DEC 2019 5:24PM by PIB Delhi

Shri Hardeep S Puri, Minister of State(I/C) for Housing & Urban Affairs has stated that urban
areas of 35 states / UTs have become ODF (All states/UTs except a few ULBs from West
Bengal) and in all, 4,320 cities have declared themselves ODF, of which 4,166 cities have been
certified through third party verification.  He also informed that about 61 lakh individual toilets
and 5.6 lakh Community Toilets have been completed, thus exceeding the targets.  Today, 96%
of wards in the country are covered by door to door collection, 73% of wards are practicing
source segregation, and 60% waste generated is being scientifically processed.  He was
addressing the MPs of the Consultative Committee attached to the Ministry of Housing & Urban
Affairs, here today.  Earlier, he welcomed all the Members of the Parliament of the Consultative
Committee attached to the MoHUA and informed that the Government is implementing – Atal
Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation(AMRUT), Smart Cities Mission(SCM),
Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban(SBM-U) Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban(PMAY-U),
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Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Urban Livelihoods Mission(DAY-NULM), Heritage City
Development and Augmentation Yojana(HRIDAY) and Metro Rails. These complement each
other helping the all-round development of our cities.  The meeting was attended by Members of
Parliament, Shri M.V.V.Satyanaraya, Shri Ramcharan Bohra, Shri Abir Ranjan Biswas, Shri
Rajmani Patel, Shri K.T.S.Tulsi, and Shri Sanjay Singh.   Shri Durga Shanker Mishra, Secretary,
MoHUA and senior officers of the Ministry also attended the meeting.  Shri Durga Shanker
Mishra, Secretary, MoHUA gave an overall view of various Missions of the Housing and Urban
Affairs Ministry.  This was followed by presentation by the respective Mission Directors about
their Missions. 

 

            Providing details of the Smart City Mission, Shri Puri informed that the Mission covers
100 cities selected through a challenge process at the national level. A comprehensive exercise
of citizen engagement laid foundation for preparing Smart City Proposals (SCPs) for
participating in national level Challenge.  Investments worth Rs 2.05 lakh crore have been
proposed by 100 Smart Cities as part of their smart city plans with Central Assistance of Rs
48,000 crore. These projects will be funded through - Central Assistance & State contribution,
PPP, debt/loans and through convergence from other schemes. Projects worth Rs 1.06 lakh
crore have either been completed or are under implementation. Remaining projects are at
different stages of implementation. It is heartening to see that projects with an investment of
about Rs 20,000 crore are being implemented or are under tendering on PPP basis. This shows
the interest the Mission has evoked in the private sector.

 

            Speaking about Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban, Shri Puri informed that it seeks to
provide houses to all eligible families/ beneficiaries by 2022. 4421 cities/towns have been
covered under the Mission. Of the validated demand of 1.12 crore houses, construction of 96.50
lakh houses involving central assistance of Rs.1.51 lakh crore has been approved.  Central
assistance of Rs. 57,914 crore has been released out of budgetary allocations and Extra
Budgetary Resources (EBR).  More than 57 lakh houses have been grounded of which
construction of about 29 lakh is complete.            As part of PMAY-U a Technology Sub-Mission
envisaging adoption of modern, innovative, disaster resistant and green technologies for various
geo-climatic zones has been launched. 24 Emerging Technologies have been identified,
evaluated and promoted under the Mission. Over 14 Lakh houses are being constructed using
these technologies all over the country.

            As regards, Atal Mission for Rejuvenation & Urban Transformation, he informed
that the scheme focuses on development of basic urban infrastructure in 500 Mission
cities- potable water for every household; improvement treatment capacity of sewerage;
develop city parks and Reform implementation.  Against the total plan size of Rs. 77,640
crore of all the SAAPs, Rs. 39,000 crore (50%) has been allocated to water supply
followed by sewerage & septage project at over Rs. 32,000 crore (42%).  Works have been
completed for 2,326 projects worth Rs. 7,221 crore, contracts awarded & work in progress
on 2,962 projects with an investment of Rs. 65,000 crore, 460 projects costing over Rs.
10,000 crore are under tendering and DPRs worth about Rs.1000 crore are under
preparation. AMRUT also focuses on Reforms-11 reforms comprising 54 milestones.
These reforms broadly cover online services to citizens, establishing single window for
all approvals, establishing municipal cadre, achieving at least 90% of billing and
collection of taxes/user charges, etc.  Against a target for replacement of 99 lakh
streetlights with LED lights, 67 lakh streetlights have been replaced so far. Online
Building Permission System (OBPS) has been implemented in 1,887 cities across the
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country including 440 AMRUT towns. Implementation of OBPS resulted in a quantum
jump in India’s rank in the World Bank Doing Business Report (DBR) in construction
permits component of Ease of Doing Business (EoDB) to 27 in 2020 from 181 in 2018.

            In so far as Deendayal Antodaya Yojana – National Urban Livelihood Mission is
concerned, it addresses livelihoods concerns of urban poor by enabling them access to
self-employment and skilled wage employment opportunities, provide shelters equipped
with essential services to the urban homeless and assists the urban street vendors by
facilitating access to suitable spaces, institutional credit, social security, etc. The primary
target of DAY-NULM is urban poor, including urban homeless and particular emphasis is
laid on mobilization of vulnerable sections of urban population such as SCs/STs,
minorities, female-headed households, street vendors, rag pickers etc.  The Mission has
made 42.95 lakh urban poor households part of Self Help Groups (SHGs).Over 3 lakh
SHGs provided Revolving Fund and about 6 lakh loans provided to SHGs.4.62 lakh
beneficiaries assisted for setting up of individual/group micro enterprises. Over 10 lakh
individuals/youth trained and certified in different skills fit for livelihood in urban areas;
5.58 lakh got placement. Central Assistance amounting to Rs 2,753 Cr released to
States/UTs since 2014 under DAY-NULM.

            As regards Urban Transport, Shri Puri informed that 667 km of metro rail lines are
presently operational in 18 cities and about 934 km (including 82 km Delhi-Meerut RRTS)
are under construction in various cities. “Our other initiatives in urban transport include:
National Urban Transport Policy, which seeks to promote greater use of public transport
and non-motorized modes of travel and use of cleaner technologies; Metro Rail Policy
which bridges the much-needed gap for ascertaining and enhancing the feasibility of
metro rail projects from economic, social and environmental perspective. Transit
Oriented Development (TOD) Policy, 2017 to encourage compact mixed-use development
which reduces the need for travel and improve the access to public transport within the
walkable distance of transit stations; National Common Mobility Card to enable seamless
travel by different metros and other transport means across the country besides retail
shopping and purchases. This is India’s first indigenously developed AFC System which
fulfils the dream of One Nation One Card; Metrolite- Cost effective Metro system for tier-2
and tier-3 cities; and Metroneo being formulated envisages standards for rubber tyre-
based mass rapid transit system named ‘Metroneo’ with exclusive right of way as an
option for public transport in smaller cities” he added.

 

            Shri Sanjay Singh, MP mentioned the issue of Swachhtha App and the negative
response of people and desired to know as to what is being done about it.
Shri K.T.S.Tulsi, MP desired to know about the policy relating to BRTS corridors in the
country.  Shri Ramcharan Bohra, MP desired to know about the area based development
schemes under the Smart City Mission.  The Hon’ble Housing & Urban Affairs Minister
responded to the queries and thanked the Members for their participation.

******

 

RJ
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YEAR END REVIEW -2019 OF MINISTRY OF SKILL
DEVELOPMENT AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship

Year End Review -2019 of Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship

Several initiatives taken by Ministry of Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship, with emphasis on Convergence,
Increased Scale, Meeting Aspiration and Improved Quality

Posted On: 19 DEC 2019 12:35PM by PIB Delhi

The Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship is responsible for co-
ordination of all skill development efforts across the country, removal of disconnect
between demand and supply of skilled manpower, building the vocational and
technical training framework, skill up-gradation, building of new skills, and innovative
thinking not only for existing jobs but also jobs that are to be created. The Ministry
aims to Skill on a large Scale with Speed and high Standards in order to achieve its
vision of a 'Skilled India'.

 

The Vision Statement of the Ministry has been “To create an ecosystem of
empowerment by skilling on a large scale at speed with high standards and to
promote a culture of innovation based entrepreneurship which can generate wealth
and employment so as to ensure Sustainable Livelihoods for all citizens in the
Country.”

The Ministry has strived towards this vision, by putting special emphasis in 2019 on
Convergence, Increased Scale, Meeting Aspiration and Improved Quality. This has
led to enhanced skilling opportunities and trained workforce in the country, and also
inculcation and support to the entrepreneurial spirit among the people. The initiatives
of the Ministry are as follows:

 

Convergence

 

National Skill Development Mission (NSDM): Ministry of Skill Development1.
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& Entrepreneurship (MSDE) formed in 2014 to give a fillip and focus to the
skill development and entrepreneurship efforts in the country. Because of
the efforts under NSDM, more than One Crore youth are being imparted
skills training annually under various programs of the Central Government.

 

Skill India Portal: A strong IT Platform, namely Skill India portal launched
to converge the skilling data of various Central Ministries, State
Governments, Private Training Providers and Corporates on a single
platform. This will now enable data driven decision making by the
policymakers and help remove information asymmetry in the skilling
ecosystem. This will also be single touch point for the citizens of India to
access skilling opportunities and seeking related services.

2.

 

 Increased Scale

Industrial Training Centres (ITIs): Expanded and modernized the existing
Long-Term Training eco-system in India. The total number of Industrial
Training Centres (ITIs) increased by 12% from 11964 in 2014 to 14939 in
2018-19. The trainee enrolment has increased by 37% from 16.90 Lakh to
23.08 Lakh during the period.

3.

 

Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY): Launched the Flagship
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (1.0 & 2.0) in 2015 to provide free
skill training avenues to youths of India. Under the program about 87
Lakhs youth have been trained till date. Under the placement linked
program under PMKVY 2016-19, more than 54% have been linked to
employment.

4.

 

Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Kendra (PMKK): Out of the 812 allocated PMKKs,
681 centres had been established and target to train over 18 Lakh
candidates under PMKVY scheme was allotted out of which training has
been imparted to 9,89,936 candidates, 8,85,822 Assessed, 7,40,146 certified
and 4,35,022 candidates have been placed successfully. 501 centres had
been inaugurated by Hon’ble Members of Parliament for the respective
parliamentary constituency and/or other representatives for their
respective constituency.

5.

 

Recognition of Prior Learning: There is the deepening of the Recognition
of Prior Learning (RPL). RPL program, under PMKVY 2016-19, was

6.
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launched to recognize the prior skills acquired by Individuals. Till date,
more than 26 lakh people have been oriented under the RPL program of
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY). Under the Best in Class
Employer category of RPL, more than 11 lakh employees have been
oriented into formal skilling with the assistance of companies.

 

RPL in Supreme Court: Under Recognition of Prior Learning Program
(RPL) Training in Supreme Court, TATA Strive and Maruti Suzuki have
completed training one batch of cooks and drivers respectively of Supreme
Court. Training was spread over two days in which safety aspects,
personal grooming, soft skills and few technical aspects were covered.

7.

 

MoU with India Post Payments Bank: BFSI (Banking, Financial Services &
Insurance) Sector Skill Council under MSDE has entered into a MoU with
India Post Payments Bank to certify 1,70,000 Grameen Dak Sewaks under
RPL Best in Class Employers. As on date, a total of 9,046 candidates have
been certified under the same.

8.

 

Centre Accreditation: Significant creation of Short-term standardized
skilling capacity through Centre Accreditation and Affiliation portal –
SMART. 11,977 Centres have been accredited and affiliated till date which
has an annual Training capacity of about 50 Lakh/Annum.

9.

 

Skill Development in Jammu & Kashmir: A meeting held between officials
of MSDE, Govt. of J&K, and State Skill Development Mission (JKSSDM) to
discuss ways to ensure 100% coverage of all the eligible beneficiaries
from J&K and the steps to be undertaken thereby for this. Officials from
various Organisations including NSDC, DJSS and various Sector Skill
Councils (SSCs) were also present in the meeting. To promote long term
skilling, NSTI Jammu has been made operational. Trainers are being
trained to impart NSQF LEVEL-6 training.

10.

 

Skill Development in Leh: For better outreach of the skill training to all
parts of the country, a NSTI extension centre was opened in Leh. Ministry
is taking all possible steps to create a precision trained workforce in the
nation.

11.

 

SANKALP: A regional workshop on SANKALP was held in Kohima,12.
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Nagaland on 3rd–4th September, 2019. Six States namely Nagaland,
Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka, Jharkhand, Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim
participated in the workshop. Workshops with District Officials and
trainers were also held alongside the regional workshop. Apart from it, a
workshop was also held in Delhi and Maharashtra under SANKALP.
Further, a delegation visit to Seoul, Korea was undertaken which was
organized by the World Bank and video conferences were held with
States/ UTs for reviewing the status of State Incentive Grant (SIG)
baseline and submission of State proposal under SANKALP.

 

STRIVE: The main focus of the scheme is to improve the performance of
ITIs. Under phase one, 314 ITIs have been selected & 198 Performance
Based Grant Agreements have been signed. The scheme also works
towards increasing Capacities of State Governments to Support ITIs and
Apprenticeship training. Till date, 31 States have signed MoU i.e.
Performance Based Funding Agreement (PBFA). To improve Teaching
and Learning techniques, NSQF Trainings are being imparted to training
officers, Principals and Instructors across the 36 States and UTs for
NSQF.

13.

 

International Collaboration: Minister of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship met officials from counterparts working in skill
development across countries like Singapore, UAE, Japan, Canada,
Australia to further build capacity for skilled workforce in the country,
jointly work on transnational standards and bridging demand for skilled
workforce in these countries by collaborating with them and supplying
them with trained professionals.

14.

 

PM-YUVA Yojana (Pradhan Mantri Yuva Udyamita Vikas Abhiyan) is
implementing a pilot project in 300 institutes (200 Industrial Training
Institutes (ITIs)/National Skill Training Institutes (NSTIs), 50 Polytechnics,
25 PMKKs/ PMKVY and 25 Jan Shikshan Sansthan (JSS)), across 12
States and Union Territories (Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry, Telangana, Kerala, West Bengal, Bihar, Assam, Meghalaya,
Uttarakhand, Maharashtra).

15.

 

The project aims to promote entrepreneurship as an alternative career choice and
enable sustained long-term mentoring support through the journey to potential
and early stage entrepreneurs, by imparting entrepreneurship education and
mentoring support to trainees/ beneficiaries from skilling ecosystem. The pilot
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project is expected to reach out to around 70,000 youth through entrepreneurship
awareness and education sessions. The project is likely to create 600 new and
1000 scale-up enterprises by March, 2020. The approved budget for the pilot
project is Rs 12 crores.

 

Collaboration with Reliance Jio: To strengthen the industry connect, DGT
and MSDE have collaborated with Reliance Jio to set up training labs at 6
NSTIs for their home connect division. A job mela was organised at 6
locations. i.e. NSTI Chennai, Bengaluru, Mumbai, Hyderabad & Kolkata
along with Govt, ITI Pusa New Delhi. 4OO candidates have been selected
for this training.

16.

 

MoU with Cisco, Quest Alliance & Accenture: Employability skill Labs at 6
NSTIs have been set up under this partnership with the Directorate
General of Training (DGT) of the Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship (MSDE) and Cisco, Quest Alliance & Accenture. Youth
across India enrolled in industrial training institutes(ITIs) will be trained in
digital literacy, career readiness, employability skills, and advanced
technology skills such as data analytics.

17.

 

Meeting Aspirations

 

Kaushalyacharya Awards: To recognize and appreciate the good works
done by trainers, Kaushalacharya Awards 2019 ceremony was organized
on 5th Sept 2019 to felicitate 53 trainers from different sectors for their
exceptional contribution towards creating a future-ready and skilled
workforce.

18.

 

National Entrepreneurship Awards 2019: MSDE conferred NEA 2019 to 30
Young Entrepreneurs and 6 Organizations / Individuals, building
Entrepreneurship eco-system in the country. The awards were presented
to honor outstanding contributions in entrepreneurship development. The
award included a trophy, a certificate and prize money up to Rs 10 lakhs.
This is in line with promoting entrepreneurship amongst the youth so as
to create more job givers than job seekers in the nation.

19.

 

Skill Saathi Counseling Program: MSDE also launched the Skill Saathi20.
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program which was aimed to sensitize the youth of the country on various
avenues under Skill India Mission and increase the aspiration for skill
development. Close to 40 lakh students were counselled under the
program.

 

Policy action to offer vocational courses: Under this, the MSDE initiated a
drive to create a policy action on offering vocational courses in schools
and equal weightage to vocational courses for admission in UG courses.
The Draft Credit Framework for vertical and horizontal mobility from
vocational to general and vice-versa has been developed. The framework
is under finalization in consultation with Ministry of Human Resource
Development (MHRD).

21.

 

500 skills hubs in government schools: MSDE has also finalized a plan for
setting up 500 skill hubs and labs in government schools. Working
closely with CBSE to develop “Hubs of Excellence in Skills” for school
students, MSDE will introduce high quality, technology-oriented skill
programs to schools. Skill India currently engages with 9100+ schools
and has integrated skills from 20 sectors. So far 7.5 lakh students have
benefited from it. These initiatives are being planned in conjunction with
States.

22.

 

Embedded apprenticeship degree program: MSDE and MHRD have
together rolled out the SHREYAS program where apprenticeship degree
programs in retail, media and logistics are embedded into degree
programs such as BA/BSc/BCom (Professional) courses in the higher
educational institutions. So far, the program has been included in 25
colleges with 643 students enrolled.

23.

 

 Catalyzing demand for formal skills by promoting Apprenticeship
through Apprenticeship Pakhwada: MSDE held an Apprenticeship
Pakhwada which was celebrated across the nation where industries and
State Governments committed  close to training of 7 lakh apprentices in
this current fiscal year, which if converted will almost double the number
of apprentices trained over the last amendment made to the
Apprenticeship Act of 1961. MSDE is also promoting Third Party
Aggregators (TPAs) who will  be key catalysts for promoting
apprenticeship training which is one of the most sustainable form of skill
development.

24.
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India Institute of Skills (IIS): In order to bring a certain standard and
stature in terms of quality and quantity to skills, MSDE recently
announced setting up of the Indian Institute of Skills (IIS) in Mumbai
which would be to the stature and repute of IIMs and IITs of the country.
This project is in partnership with the Tata Group, with over 4.5 acres of
land provided by the Government. The Tata Group will invest around Rs.
300 crores and on completion, IIS will have a capacity of training 5,000
trainees every year.

25.

 

MoU with SBI: MSDE has also signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with SBI for engagement of 5000 apprentices as banking front
office executive and tele-callers in the current financial year 2019-20, as
part of an initiative to launch partnerships for promotion of
apprenticeship in the financial sector.

26.

 

Skill Vouchers: MSDE is also developing a skill vouchers program for
micro, small and medium enterprises (MSME), as a provision model to
enhance the delivery and quality of the programs. Vouchers are expected
to be provided to learners and entrepreneurs towards the training
program they see most value in.

27.

 

WorldSkills International Kazan 2019: The 22 winners of IndiaSkills 2018
and their experts had represented the country with their outstanding
performance at the WorldSkills International 2019 (WSK), held in Kazan,
Russia. India won one gold, one silver, two bronze and 15 Medallions of
Excellence at the biggest competition for skills. India ranked 13th among
63 countries that participated at WorldSkills International 2019, marking it
to be the best finish for the country in the coveted skill championship.
They were felicitated with certificates and cash prizes for their remarkable
performance.

28.

 

Improved Quality

 

Reforms to Apprenticeship Act of 1961: The ministry introduced a wide
range of reforms to the Apprenticeship Act of 1961, to make it
significantly easier for industry to take on much needed apprentices. The

29.
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comprehensive reforms under Apprenticeship rules 1962 include:

Increasing upper limit for engaging apprentices from 10% to 15%;●

Decreasing the size limit of an establishment with mandatory obligation to engage
apprentices from 40 to 30;

●

Payment of stipend for 1st year has been fixed rather than linking it to minimum
wages;

●

10% to 15% hike in stipend for 2nd and 3rd year to apprentice;●

Duration of apprenticeship training for optional trade can be from 6 months to 36
months.

●

 

Dual System of Training: The MSDE is also scaling up the ITIs Dual
System Training (DST) scheme to at least 1000 ITIs. The DST is a model of
training inspired by the German method and provides industry exposure
through industry led trainings to students of the various ITIs. In the first
100 days, 40 National Skill Training Institutes (NSTIs) have signed
partnership agreements and as many as 739 MoUs have been signed. The
duration of the practical training portion of the course has also been
made flexible and adaptive to the industry schedule. All the 138 plus
courses under CTS have been brought under the ambit of DST, as against
only 17 courses earlier. ITIs are exclusively permitted to conduct training 
under DST with deemed affiliation in the 3rd shift. 

30.

 

New Age Skills: In a bid to keep up with the times, MSDE has also
launched new age courses in 12 NSTIs. These include Internet of Things –
Smart Healthcare; Internet of Things – Smart cities; 3D printing; Drone
pilots; Solar Technicians and Geo Informatics among many others.

31.

 

Formation of District Skill Committees: In order to get to the grass roots
of the country with its various reforms and empower every citizen, the
ministry has formed District Skill Committees (DSC) in all Districts as part
of its Aspirational Skilling Abhiyaan under the Sankalp program, which is
funded by World Bank. The MSDE is handholding these District Skill
Committees through the Directorate General of Training (DGT) to further
identify skill gap at a local level and then strengthen the ecosystem for
local market driven skill development opportunities.

32.

 

Mahatma Gandhi National Fellowship (MNGF):  MSDE has also constituted
the Mahatma Gandhi National Fellowship (MNGF) for 75 districts across 6

33.
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states. Under these 75 young professionals shall be selected and will be
deputed in identified 75 districts for supporting the district officials in
district level planning, monitoring of activities related to skilling'
management of data/information, coordination among different
stakeholders in districts' assistance to District Skill Development
Committee.

 

Indian Skill Development Services (ISDS): To ensure that the skilling of
the country’s youth gets the importance that it deserves, the government
has carved out an altogether new administrative service much like the
Indian Revenue Service or the Post and Telegraph Service. The Indian
Skill Development Services (ISDS) has been created through a notification
by the MSDE. This service has been created for the Training Directorate of
the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship. ISDS will be a
Group ‘A’ service where induction will take place through Indian
Engineering Service Examination, conducted by UPSC. The fresh batch of
the newest central government services, the Indian Skill Development
Services commenced their training program at the Administrative Training
Institute (ATI), Mysuru on September 9, 2019. The Indian Skill
Development Service (ISDS) has 263 All India posts. The cadre comprises
of 3 posts at Senior Administrative Grade, 28 posts at Junior
Administrative Grade, 120 posts at Senior Time Scale and 112 posts at
Junior Time Scale.

34.

 

Community mentors called Business Sakhis: Based on the learnings from
various schemes and programmes introduced for  women’s
entrepreneurship promotion, in 2018, NIESBUD in association with UNDP,
NIRDPR and TISS jointly developed a new concept and system that is
providing mentorship support services of both psycho-social and
business supports through a cadre of community mentors called
Business Sakhis (Biz-Sakhis).The curriculum was released on 9th
Nov.2019 on the occasion of  NEA ceremony.  These mentors will provide
backward (with financial institutions for example) and forward (with more
lucrative business ideas and market) linkages. Moreover, the mentor will
provide the aspiring entrepreneur with the much-needed psychological
support that a woman will need to face all the obstacles that prevent her
from starting or sustaining her own business. They act as community-
based business consultants for enterprise development.

35.

 

 Train the trainer programme: The curriculum for Five days TOT programmes36.
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for the faculty of ITI was developed and the Trainers Training programmes on
employability, entrepreneurship and life skills are designed and organized for
4068 trainers of PMKVY at pan-India Level. The institute has organized the
Entrepreneurship Development programmes for the most-needy skilled
unemployed youth from OBC/SC/ST/Manual Scavengers and women.

 

Launch of an MIS portal for Jan Shikshan Sansthan: An MIS portal was
launched for Jan Shikshan Sansthans (JSS). The benefits from the
adoption and implementation of the solution have been enhanced
monitoring & management capabilities, along with scaling up scheme
operation. The ministry now plans create a JSS setup in every district in
the country.

37.

 

 eSkill India platform:  In a technology driven environment, e-learning is
pivotal in deepening the reach of skilling opportunities for the Indian youth.
NSDC created an e-Skill India, a multilingual e-learning aggregator portal,
providing e-skilling opportunities to the Indian youth. eSkill India leverages the
skilling opportunities from Indian and global leaders in online learning, by
consolidating online courses curated by leading knowledge organizations that
share NSDC’s commitment of making India a Skill Capital of the World. eSkill
India provides anytime, anywhere skilling —beyond the boundaries of location
and time.  Today, eSkill India has onboarded organizations such as TCS,
BetterU, IBM, SAS, BSE, Apollo Medvarsity, Enguru, Amrita Technologies,
iPrimed, Wadhwani Foundation, English Edge, Fair and Lovely, AIFMB, etc.
offering high-quality courses in diverse sectors such as Agriculture, Healthcare,
Telecom, Employability, Management, Retail, Pharma, Banking and Finance,
Data Science, Artificial Intelligence, etc. which enable a one stop shop to the
skill seekers via a single learning platform. The courses are available in English,
Hindi and 9 regional languages. The learners are guided through self-paced
interactive videos and quizzes.

38.

 

*****
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-12-20

WHO MOVES A STEP CLOSER TO CHEAPER BREAST
CANCER TREATMENT

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The bio-therapeutic medicines are produced from biological sources such as cells rather than
synthesised chemicals. | Representational image  

The World Health Organization (WHO) announced Wednesday that it had for the first time
approved a “biosimilar” medicine — one derived from living sources rather than chemicals — to
make breast cancer treatment affordable to women globally.

The Trastuzumab drug has shown “high efficacy” in curing early stage breast cancer and in
some cases more advanced forms of the disease, the WHO said in a statement.

But the annual cost of the original drug is an average (of) $20,000, “a price that puts it out of
reach of many women and healthcare systems in most countries,” the statement added.

However the biosimilar version of trastuzumab is generally 65% cheaper than the original.

“With this WHO listing, and more products expected in the pre-qualification pipeline, prices
should decrease even further,” the WHO said.

The cheaper but equally effective bio-therapeutic medicines are produced from biological
sources such as cells rather than synthesised chemicals.

They are usually manufactured by companies after the patent on the original product has
expired.

“WHO pre-qualification of bio-similar trastuzumab is good news for women everywhere,” said
WHO director general Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus.

“Women in many cultures suffer from gender disparity when it comes to accessing health
services. In poor countries, there is the added burden of a lack of access to treatment for many,
and the high cost of medicines.

“Effective, affordable breast cancer treatment should be a right for all women, not the privilege of
a few, ” he added.

A few bio-similars of trastuzumab have come on the market in recent years, but none had
previously been pre-qualified by WHO.

WHO pre-qualification gives countries the assurance that they are purchasing “quality health
products”.

“We need to act now and try to avoid more preventable deaths,” said Dr. Mariangela Simao,
WHO assistant director general for Medicines and Health Products.

“The availability of bio-similars has decreased prices, making even innovative treatments more
affordable and hopefully available to more people.”
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-12-21

43 MILLION CHILDREN, AGED 13-15 YEARS, USED
TOBACCO IN 2018, SAYS WHO

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

World Health Organisation  

For the first time, the World Health Organisation (WHO) has projected that the number of males
using tobacco is on the decline, and noted that approximately 43 million children (aged 13-15
years) used tobacco in 2018. Among them were 14 million girls and 29 million boys.

Every year, more than 8 million people die from tobacco use. More than 7 million of those
deaths are from direct tobacco use while around 1.2 million are due to non-smokers being
exposed to second-hand smoke, noted the WHO, adding that most tobacco-related deaths
occur in low- and middle-income countries, areas that are targets of intensive tobacco industry
interference and marketing.

The findings, published recently in a new WHO report, demonstrate how government-led action
can protect communities from tobacco, save lives, and prevent people from suffering tobacco-
related harm.

“Declines in tobacco use amongst males mark a turning point in the fight against tobacco,” said
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General, WHO.

During nearly the past two decades, overall global tobacco use has fallen, from 1.397 billion
persons in 2000 to 1.337 billion persons in 2018, according to the WHO global report on ‘Trends
in Prevalence of Tobacco Use 2000-2025’, third edition.

The new report shows that the number of male tobacco users has stopped growing and is
projected to decline by more than 1 million fewer male users come 2020 (or 1.091 billion)
compared to 2018 levels, and 5 million less by 2025 (1.087 billion).

By 2020, WHO projects there will be 10 million fewer tobacco users, male and female,
compared to 2018, and another 27 million less by 2025, amounting to 1.299 billion. Some 60%
of countries have been experiencing a decline in tobacco use since 2010.

“Reductions in global tobacco use demonstrate that when governments introduce and
strengthen their comprehensive evidence-based actions, they can protect the well-being of their
citizens and communities,” said Ruediger Krech, Director, Health Promotion, WHO.

Despite such gains, progress in meeting the global target set by governments to cut tobacco use
by 30% by 2025 remains off track. Based on current progress, a 23% reduction will be achieved
by 2025. Only 32 countries are currently on track to reach the 30% reduction target.
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YEAR ENDER 2019 MINISTRY OF MINORITY AFFAIRS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various

Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Ministry of Minority Affairs

Year Ender 2019 Ministry of Minority Affairs

2019 Marked by Several Initiative for Welfare of Minorities

80 Lakh Students Sanctioned Pre-Matric Scholarships;
Over 1.25 Lakh Youths Provided Skill Development Training

Posted On: 20 DEC 2019 5:30PM by PIB Delhi

In the year 2019, Ministry of Minority Affairs, under the dynamic and energetic leadership of
Union Minister for Minority Affairs Shri Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi, focussed on educational
empowerment of Minorities, especially Muslim girls, and job-oriented skill development of youths
belonging to Minority communities. “Development with Dignity” has been the goal of Minority
Affairs Ministry. 

Educational Empowerment-

More than 80 lakh students from six notified Minority communities- Jain, Parsi, Buddhist,
Christian, Sikh and Muslim- have been sanctioned pre-matric, post matric, merit-cum-means and
other scholarships in first six months of the Modi Govt-2. These students include 60 per cent
girls.

Besides, in the year 2019, celebrating 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, Ministry of
Minority Affairs provided “Begum Hazrat Mahal Girls Scholarships” to 3 lakh economically
backward girls belonging to the six notified Minority communities.

Under the programme to connect Madrasas with formal education, more than 750 teachers
including large number of women teachers, from Madrasas from various states have been
trained by the Ministry of Minority Affairs this year so that these teachers can impart mainstream
education to Madrasa students across the country.

Union Minority Affairs Minister Shri Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi speaking on the subject said, “besides
traditional teachings in Madrasa, Urdu, Arabic and other languages, Madrasa teachers are also
being provided training for mainstream formal education like Hindi, Maths, English, Science,
Computer, regional languages etc. These teachers are being provided training from reputed
institutions of the country such as IIT, Aligarh Muslim University, Jamia Millia Islamia, Jamia
Hamdard, Anjuman-e-Islam, Amity University and other reputed educational institutes”.

About more than 650 school dropout students have also been provided bridge course by the
Ministry in 2019 so that these students can continue their higher studies or go for a job.

Skill Development/Employment Opportunities-
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More than 1 lakh 25,000 youths belonging to Minority communities were provided job-oriented
skill development training through various schemes such as “Gharib Nawaz Employment
Scheme”, “Seekho aur Kamao”, “Nai Manzil”, “Usttad”, “Nai Raushni” in 2019.

The Ministry of Minority Affairs has decided to organise 100 “Hunar Haat” in the next five years
across the country to provide market and employment and employment opportunities to master
artisans, craftsmen and traditional culinary experts. First “Hunar Haat” of the Modi Government-2
was organised in Jaipur from 24th August to 1st September, 2019. More than 200 master
artisans and culinary experts including a large number of women artisans from every corner of
the country participated in this “Hunar Haat”. Then “Hunar Haat” was organised at North Central
Zone Cultural Centre in Prayagraj (UP) from 01st to 10th November, 2019 where more than 300
master artisans and culinary experts including a large number of women artisans from every
corner of the country participated.   “Hunar Haat”, organised by Ministry of Minority Affairs, from
14th to 27th Nov, 2019 at India International Trade Fair, Pragati Maidan, was inaugurated on
15.11.2019. All the “Hunar Haat”, being organised in 2019 and 2020 will be based on the theme
of “Ek Bharat Shresth Bharat”. “Hunar Haat” was also organized at Sabarmati River Front
Ahmedabad, Gujarat from 07th to 15th December, 2019. The next “Hunar Haat” is being
organised at Mumbai from 20th to 31st December, 2019 and then Lucknow (10th to 20th January,
2020); Hyderabad (11th to 19th January, 2020); Chandigarh (from 20th January to 1st February,
2020) and Indore (08th to 16th February, 2020). 

In the coming days, “Hunar Haat” will also be organized in New Delhi,

Gurugram, Bengaluru, Chennai, Kolkata, Lucknow, Dehradun, Patna, Indore,

Bhopal, Nagpur, Raipur, Hyderabad, Puducherry, Chandigarh, Amritsar, Jammu, Shimla, Goa,
Kochi, Guwahati, Ranchi, Bhubneshwar, Ajmer and other places.

Thousands of master artisans, craftsmen, including large number of women artisans and people
associated with them were provided employment and employment opportunities through “Hunar
Haat” in 2019.

The Ministry of Minority Affairs has also sanctioned 100 “Hunar Hubs” in different parts of the
country in the first six months of the Modi Government-2. Training is being provided to master
artisans, craftsmen and traditional culinary experts according to modern needs in these “Hunar
Hubs”. More than 2 lakh 65 thousand artisans and craftsmen and people associated with them
have been provided employment and employment opportunities through “Hunar Haat” in the last
about 2 years. 

“Pradhanmantri Jan Vikas Karykram” (PMJVK)-

Under “Pradhanmantri Jan Vikas Karykram” (PMJVK) of the Ministry of Minority Affairs, 104
Common Service Centres have been approved across the country in the first six months of the
Modi Govt-2. These centres will work as a single-window assistance centre for the needy people
to provide information regarding Central Government and State Governments schemes as well
as to assist them in getting benefits of these welfare schemes.

Under PMJVK, several development projects—Toilet facilities- 53, Solar

Power Facilities in Schools- 16, Additional Class Rooms- 324, Health Centres- 223, Anganwadi
Centres- 52, Residential Schools- 33, Degree Colleges-7,

School Buldings-98, Hostel-98, ITI-4, Hunar Hubs-100, Skill Development Centres-10,    Medical
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          College-1             and      Polytechnics-   3          have     been sanctioned/constructed in
2019. Besides, a Yunani College is being constructed in Bareily in UP with an estimated cost of
Rs 130 crore. Girls hostel, school buildings etc. are being constructed in Aligarh Muslim
University, Mallapuram in Kerala and Murshidabad in West Bengal.

Haj-

India has become the first country in the entire world which has made the entire Haj 2020
process 100 per cent digital. Online application, E-Visa, Haj mobile app, “E-MASIHA” health
facility, “E-luggage pre-tagging” providing all information in India itself regarding
accommodation/transportation in Makkah Madinah have been provided to Indian Muslims going
for Haj.

Union Minister for Minority Affairs Shri Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi signed Bilateral annual Haj 2020
agreement between India and Saudi Arabia with Haj & Umrah Minister of Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, His Excellency Dr. Mohammad Saleh bin Taher Benten on 01st December, 2019 in
Jeddah.

For the first time facilities have been provided for digital pre-tagging of baggages of pilgrims.
This will ensure the Indian pilgrims will get information in India itself about building along with the
room allotted to the pilgrims and transportation like details of bus to be taken by the pilgrims
after reaching to the airport in Saudi Arabia. Even SIM card has been linked to mobile app which
will ensure Haj pilgrims immediately getting all the latest information regarding Haj in Makkah-
Madina on their mobile phone. This year, a 100-line information centre has been established at
Haj House, Mumbai for providing information regarding entire Haj process. While on one hand
health card is being provided to Indian Haj pilgrims in the country, on the other hand “E-
MASIHA” (E Medical Assistance System for Indian Pilgrims Abroad), an online system to create
and maintain the complete health database of Indian pilgrims along with doctors’ prescriptions,
medical treatment as well as medicine disbursals, has been developed to deal any emergency in
Makkah-Madinah.

Haj Group Organisers (HGOs) have also been connected with 100 per cent digital system which
has ensured transparency in their functioning and it has also ensured better facilities to Indian
Haj pilgrims. For the first time, a portal of HGOs—http://haj.nic.in/pto/ (Portal for Haj Group
Organisers) has been developed which contains all the details of HGOs, their packages etc.

A record number of 2 lakh Indian Muslims including 48 percent women Haj pilgrims performed
Haj in 2019 in first six months of the Modi Govt-2, that too without any subsidy. A record number
of 2340 Muslim women also performed Haj this year without “Mehram” (male companion).

Union Minority Affairs Minister Shri Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi chaired a meeting to review Haj 2019
and preparation for Haj 2020. Two lakh Indian Muslims will go for Haj 2020 from 22 embarkation
points across the country. One new embarkation point will be opened for next Haj- Vijayawada
(Andhra Pradesh).

Waqf-

In a major achievement, 100 per cent digitisation of Waqf properties across the country has
been completed. There are about 6 lakh registered Waqf properties across the country. A
programme on war footing has been launched for 100 per cent Geo tagging and digitalisation of
Waqf properties across the country to ensure these properties can be utilised for welfare of the
society.
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Geo tagging of a total of about 1 lakh 40 thousand Waqf properties has been completed.
GIS/GPS mapping of the Waqf properties has been initiated with the help of IIT Roorki and
Aligarh Muslim University.

The Central Waqf Council has provided video conferencing facilities to 20 state Waqf boards
and it would be provided in the remaining state Waqf boards by the end of this year. 

On 8th November, 2019, Union Minister for Minority Affairs Shri Mukhtar

Abbas Naqvi chaired conference of “Mutawalis” of Southern States at Kochi, Kerala. “Mutawali”
Conference was attended by more than 200 Mutawalis from southern states. In the conference,
Shri Naqvi said that Mutawalis are “Custodian” of the waqf properties and it’s their responsibility
to ensure safety and better utilisation of waqf properties.

On 17th January, 2019, report of a five-member committee, constituted to review waqf properties
lease rule, headed by Justice (Retd) Zakiullah Khan, was presented to Union Minister for
Minority Affairs Shri Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi in New Delhi.

A total of 8 Mutawalis were awarded under “Qaumi Waqf Board Taraqqiati Scheme” for better
management of Waqf properties in their respective state Waqf boards. In a national conference
of Central Waqf Council (CWC), organised at NDMC Convention Centre in New Delhi on 29th

July, 2019. This was for the first time that Mutawalis had been encouraged and awarded for
better utilisation of Waqf properties especially for socio-economic-educational empowerment of
needy.

***
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-12-21

YEAR END REVIEW -2019 DEPARTMENT OF YOUTH
AFFAIRS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports

Year End Review -2019 Department of Youth Affairs

Several Initiatives Taken for Providing Support for Youth
Development and to Enable Productive Youth Participation
in Nation Building

Posted On: 20 DEC 2019 10:38AM by PIB Delhi

Restructuring of the Schemes of the Department of Youth Affairs

                         

The Schemes of the Department have been consolidated and restructured into 3 compact
schemes, w.e.f. 01.04.2016, as follows:

1.   Eight Schemes are merged into a new ‘umbrella’ Scheme called “Rashtriya Yuva
Sashaktikaran Karyakram (RYSK)”

2.   National Service Scheme (NSS)

3.   Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development (RGNIYD)

The major achievements under the above Schemes/ Sub-Schemes during 2019-20 are given
below:

1.         Rashtriya Yuva Sashaktikaran Karyakram (RYSK)

A.        Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan (NYKS)

NYKS, with about 35.28 lakh youth enrolled through 1.80 lakh youth clubs, has been working all
over the Country to develop the personality of the youth and to engage them in nation-building
activities.

Some significant initiatives/ achievements of NYKS are as follows:  

8.39 lakh Saplings were planted by NYKS volunteers.●

49,050 Units of blood was donated by NYKS volunteers.●

286 Education in basic vocations were organised, involving 9,531 youth.●

359 Sports Meets at Block were organised, involving 55,325 youth.●

6,039 Programmes held to celebrate days of national and international significance,●
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involving 8,43,150 youth.
286 District Youth Conventions were organised, involving 1,58,777 youth. ●

International Day of Yoga on 21st June 2019 was observed by NYKS at 33,264 locations
across India by involving 30.27 lakh youth.

●

Swachhta Programme was conducted at 98,681 locations involving 9,10,531 youth   for
cleaning of 8, 493 Schools / colleges, 3,479 Hospitals and 6,525 statues.

●

Water Conservation – 10,751 awareness creation programmes were conducted by involving
4.2 lakh youth, 2,346 new water bodies were created and 4,413 water sources were
maintained.

●

Inderdhanush Programme   - in which 1,27,995 children were immunized with the help of
service providers.

●

National Unity Day, and Run for Unity Programme was conducted by district Nehru Yuva
Kendras in India wherein  9.47 lakh youth were involved.

●

Launching of Fit India Campaign- Shri Narendra Modi, Hon'ble Prime Minister launched Fit
India Campaign on 29th August, 2019 at Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium, New Delhi. Activities
like viewing Launching Function, Administering Fitness Pledge, Fitness events viz. Gramin
Maha Daud, Tug of War, Kho-Kho, etc, providing opportunity to take part in group and
individual events and youth were also motivated to take part in local traditional games.  In
these activities, 21,50,537 youth and other stake holders took part.

●

Fit India Plogging Run- To mark 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi on 2nd
October, 2019, Fit India Plog Run was organized in which 19,36,312 youth from 55,945
village-based Youth Clubs and people from all sections of society participated.

●

Clean Ganga - NYKS is working with National Mission for Clean Ganga to spread
awareness for cleanliness & sanitation in villages along Ganga River.  Ganga Vriksharopan
Saptah (Plantation Week) was carried out in 53 selected blocks of 4 States of Uttarakhand,
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and West Bengal. 

●

Paryatan Parv was organised between 2nd to 13th October, 2019, with the objective of
encouraging people to know about importance of tourism. 

●

Tribal Youth Exchange Programme (TYEP) is being organized at 20 locations of the
country, with participation of 4000 youth from 31 LWE affected districts from 7 States of
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Odisha, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana & Bihar.

●

Kashmiri Youth Exchange Programme, 2019-20 will be organised at 10 locations of the
country.  Kashmiri Youth Exchange Programme is funded by Department of Jammu &
Kashmir Affairs, Ministry of Home Affairs, Govt. of India.

●

North East Youth Exchange Programme has been sanctioned for 3 locations (Bangaluru,
Hyderabad and Delhi) for 250 youth along with 25 team leaders for each location which will
be drawn from eight North-East States.  The programme is supported by Ministry of Home
Affairs, Govt. of India.

●

Yuva Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat – NYKS is organizing Yuva Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat
Programme with a view to celebrate unity in diversity, promote the spirit of national
integration through year-long planned engagement between the participants of paired
states.

●

Rashtriya Poshan Abhiyan Programme - NYKS was the major partner for implementation of●
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Poshan Abhiyan programme across the country.  Different types of activities such as Gosthi,
seminars and Discussions, Lectures by Eminent Resource Persons on Focus Areas of
Poshan Maah viz. pregnancy care, right age of marriage, child care, birth spacing,
immunization, breast feeding upto 2yrs and complimentary feeding and Maintenance and
adequate sanitation facilities in the village, etc were organized. 

Swachh Bharat Summer Internship Programme- 2.0 - 5,19,439 youth undertook fifty hrs
2,26,436 swachhata activities viz. Information-Education-Communication activities, Solid
Waste Management and Water Conservation activities in their respective villages.

●

e-Governance Initiatives - Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan has developed Software for
feeding of Annual Action Plan and Monthly Progress Reports relating to Core Programmes
and Coordination Programmes.   The software also facilitates online affiliation of Youth
Clubs with NYKs as well as updating the Profile of existing Youth Clubs.

●

B.    National Youth Corps (NYC)

The scheme of National Youth Corps (NYC) was launched in the country during the year 2010-11
and the same is being implemented through NYKS. 

The main objectives of the scheme   are as follows: -

To setup a group of disciplined and dedicated youth who have the inclination and spirit to
engage in the task of nation building

●

To facilitate the realization of inclusive growth (both social and economic)●

To act as points for dissemination of information, basic knowledge in the community●

To act as group modulators and peer group educators●

To act as role models for the younger cohort especially towards enhancement of public
ethics, probity and dignity of labour.

●

 

As per the provision of the scheme, a total of 12,000 volunteers are deployed every year.  There
is   a   selection committee under Chairpersonship of DM/DC of   the    district   for selecting
volunteers. Volunteers in the age group of 18-29 years are being deployed for maximum period of
2 years duration only.  Each volunteer is being paid Rs. 5000/- as monthly honorarium.

Normally, two NYC volunteers are deployed in every block. Volunteers act as link between youth
club members and concerned NYK/ various other   departments.   Volunteers are taking up the
task of motivating and revitalization of Youth Clubs   in the village/ community level.

During the financial year 2019-20, against the target of 13,206, 13,044 NYVs have been selected
till date. As per the provision under the scheme, 15 days Induction Training Programme for the
newly deployed volunteers and 7 days Refresher Training Programme for the volunteers in   the
2nd year   is in progress.

Volunteers are taking up the task of motivating and revitalizing Youth Clubs in the village/
community level, apart from implementing core programmes and special programmes of NYKS.

C.        International Cooperation

Department seeks to operate international Youth exchange programmes with various countries
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to develop international perspective among the youth, and also to collaborate with various
international agencies on youth development. Some significant achievements during the year
are as follows:

 1.
of 2- member Indian Youth Delegation to Japan to attend Y 20 summit
from 26-30 April, 2019.

vii.

2.
Visit of 2- member Indian Youth Delegation to Portugal to attend World
Conference of Ministers from 21-24 June, 2019.

3.
Visit of 4- member Indian Youth Delegation to Vostok to attend Russian Youth
Forum from 25th June to -3rd July, 2019.

4. Visit of 174- member Indian Youth Delegation to China from 2-9 July, 2019.

5. Visit of 36- member Indian Youth Delegation to Russia from 27th July- 3rd

August, 2019

6.
Visit of 4- member Indian Youth Delegation to Brunei to attend Commonwealth
Youth Programme from 27-29 August, 2019

7.
Visit of 10- member Portugal Youth Delegation to India from 12-18 September,
2019

8.
Visit of 18- member Indian Youth Delegation to Kyrgyzstan from 7-14 September,
2019

9.
Visit of 10- member Indian Youth Delegation to Vietnam from 17-24 September,
2019

10.
Visit of 10- member Indian Youth Delegation to Tajikistan from 20-27 September,
2019

11. Visit of 10- member Vietnam Youth Delegation to India from 16-23 October, 2019

12.
Visit of 10- member Indian Youth Delegation to Brazil to attend BRICS Youth
Summit from 17-20 October, 2019

13.
Visit of 10- member Tajikistan Youth Delegation to India from 18-25 October,
2019

14.
Visit of 25- member Indian Youth Delegation to South Korea from 13-22
November, 2019

15.
Visit of 192- member Chinese Youth Delegation to India from 20-27 November,
2019

 

D.        National Programme for Youth and Adolescent Development (NPYAD):

 

National Programme for Youth and Adolescent Development (NPYAD) along with other
Schemes of the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports has been merged into one ‘Umbrella
Scheme’ called Rashtriya Yuva Sashaktikaran Karyakarm (RYSK) for providing support to
Government/ non-Government organisations for undertaking activities for development of
adolescent and youth.

●

During the financial year 2019-20 (till date), financial assistance has been given to 8
Voluntary Organisations/Institutions.

●
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This Year Tenzing Norgay National Adventure Award 2018 was conferred to 6 (Six)
Awardees for adventure in Land, Water, Air and Life Time Achievements.

●

National Youth Award 2016-17 was conferred to 20 Individuals and 3 Organisations for
identifiable excellent work in different fields of development activities and social service.

●

2.         National Service Scheme (NSS):

NSS, with about 3.91 million student youth enrolled in 42661 NSS units spread over through 456
universities/+2 Councils, 17494 Colleges/Technical Institution and 12059 Senior Secondary
Schools across the country, has been working for development of personality and character of
youth through voluntary community service. Some significant initiatives/ achievement of NSS
during the year are as follows: -           

NSS has been restructured as a Central Sector Scheme w.e.f. 01.04.2016. The Scheme now a
Central Sector Scheme.

National Service Scheme (NSS) Awards, 2017-18:            

NSS Awards for the year 2017-18 were conferred upon 2 Universities/+2 Councils, 10
Programme Officers/ NSS Unit Category and 30 NSS volunteers on 24th September, 2019 by
President of India at Rashtrapati Bhawan, New Delhi.

Swachh Bharat Mission 2019:

NSS Volunteers have been actively participating in Swachh Bharat Mission activities across the
country. During the Swachh Bharat Pakhwada from 01.08.2019 to 15.08.2019, all the NSS Units
identified locally based welfare agencies like hospitals, dispensaries, community centres, old
age homes, orphanages, centre for disabled, rehabilitation centre, railway station, bus
stations/stops etc., and dedicated their services for cleaning the area of the agencies and also to
take up various welfare activities in the agencies. Special drives had been taken to clean statues
& Archaeological sites and tourist Places.

Swachhta Hi Sewa (SHS) was conducted on 24.09.2018. The 24th of September being NSS
Day, NSS throughout the country celebrated it by organizing various activities in their respective
institutions.

Organized cleaning of streets, drains and back alleys through awareness drives,●

Door-to-Door meetings to drive behaviour change with respect to sanitation behaviours,●

Performed Swachhata related Nukkad Natak/Street Plays, folk song and dance
performances,

●

Made wall painting in public places on the theme of Swachhata,●

Mobilized community to build compost pits, where organic matter decomposes to form
manure.

●

Volunteer for segregation of solid waste into non-biodegradable and biodegradable waste.●

Approximately 84347 NSS Volunteers participated in 100 Hours Swachh Bharat Summer
Internship (SBSI) 2.0 Programme organized by Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation.

Significant Achievement of NSS: -

 

Sl. Name  o f  t he Nature of the Activities No o f  NSS



Page 190

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

No. Activities
V o l u n t e e r s
Participated

 1. POSHAN MAAH
Awareness Programme, lectures on obesity,
eating Disorders, Nutrition, Nutrition Awareness
‘Campaigns, promotion of Organic Diet, etc.

●

863845

2.
Rashtriya Ekta
Diwas

Run for Unity, pledge taken, Essay writing, Painting
Competitions, Lectures and discussions are also
organized in various +2 schools, colleges and
universities.

1236136

3.
Fit  India Plog
Run

Fit India plog Run picking up trashes while running
by NSS Volunteers.

930452

4.

Swachh Bharat
Bharat Summer
I n t e r n s h i p
(SBSI)2.0

Activities related to waste management, village
surveys, cleanness drive, Swachhta Awareness
Rally, Swachhta Oath, wall painting, Dustbin
Distribution, Door to Door Awareness Campaign,
cleaning of Historical Monument, Campus Burial
ground, hospitals, dispensaries, statues, Street Play
on Swachhata, Youth Rallies, Dialogues& Poems

84347

5.
S w a c h h t a  H i
Seva

Capacity building/ orientation of NSS volunteers on
plastic Waste Management for awareness activities
across towns and villages, information regarding
collection centers of plastic waste, General
Sharmdaan activities.

Phase No:1
635661
Phase No:2
1216951
Phase No:3
1192335

6.
S w a c h h a t a
Pakhwada

All the NSS Units will devote Four days for
cleaning their respective campus of their
institutions and make the campus plastic free,

❍

Worked for Promotion of Green Campuses
through Tree Plantation and maintenance.

❍

711383

7.
P lan ta t i on  o f
tree

Plantation/ saplings
1165023
(till Nov 2019)

8. Blood Donation No of units donated by the NSS Volunteers
64150 units
 

9.
Se l f  De fense
Training to NSS
Volunteers

No of Volunteers trained in Self Defense training 47567

10.

  A w a r e n e s s
P r o g r a m m e /
R a l l i e s /
Campaigns

Rallies for education, adult literacy, health, family
welfare, Nutrition, Blood Donation, Aids awareness,
Programmes for cleanliness& maintenance of street,
drain etc, improving status of women, women’s
rights, imparting skill training to women, etc. Voter
Awareness Programmes,

39767
N o .  o f
Programmes
 

2461253
N o .  o f
Volunteers

11
P r e - R e p u b l i c
Day Camp

No of Volunteers Participated in pre- Republic Day
Camp.

 
1000

12.
E k  B h a r a t
S h r e s h t h a

Screening Films of respective states, lecture
programme talked about paired states/UT’s culture,

288729
(till Nov 2019)
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Bhara t  2019-
2020

history tourism etc.

13.
C o n s t i t u t i o n
Day, 2019-2020

Awareness Campaign focused on citizens ,2019
duties including Fundamental Duties as enshrined in
the Indian Constitution (Article 51A is attached) NSS
rallies, Awareness rallies, debates, talks, lectures by
eminent  persons in  a l l  the NSS uni ts  at
universities/colleges/schools on Preamble of the
Constitution, Article 51A, and Indian Constitution.

3837481
(till Nov 2019)

 

3.         Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development

Achievements during the period from 2014-2015 to 2019-2020

The Rajiv Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development (RGNIYD), Sriperumbudur, Tamil
Nadu, is an Institute of National Importance, set up by the Act of Parliament under the Ministry of
Youth Affairs and Sports, Government of India. 

A.         Academic Activities

(i)         Academic Programmes:

Five Ph.D. Scholars from different Departments successfully completed. ●

414 students completed Post-Graduate programme in various discipline like Youth
Empowerment, Career Counselling, Gender Studies, Local Governance, Life Skills
Education and Development Practice. 

●

153 students successfully completed three-year B.Voc degree programmes in collaboration
with ATDC, New Delhi.

●

(ii)        Research/ Evaluation:

Lot of Research activity is carried out by RGNIYD faculty members.  This includes Migration
Survey in the State of Tamil Nadu, Sanitation survey in suburban railway stations, Solid
Waste Management system, Need Assessment Survey and developing Training Manual
and Third-Party Assessment of Gram Panchayat Development Plan (GPDP) in five districts
of Tamil Nadu.

●

(iii)       Policy Initiatives:

Faculty members from RGNIYD were members of the core team in the formulation of State
Youth Policy in the States of Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Odisha and Tamil Nadu during the
period.

●

Organised consultation workshop for formulation/revision of State Youth Policy in Sikkim
and Nagaland in 2014. 

●

Preparation of Policy Briefs on Adolescents in Tamil Nadu: Policy Perspectives as been
taken up in collaboration with UNICEF, Tamil Nadu (To be completed by March 2020)

●

(iv)       Formulation of Youth Development Index (YDI):

India Youth Development Index and Report which included YDI across all Indian States was
formulated in 2017.
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(v)        Other Unique Initiatives/ Interventions:

Diploma in Community Mental Health, Asset Mapping of 80 Village Panchayats, A pilot project of
the Constituency Management System, Social Enterprise Incubator, Observer Status.

Field Outreach/ Extension Programmes:

Village Adoption programme in Kachepedu Village, Sriperumbudur, TN and Model Village
Adoption Programme at Umden, Meghalaya and Pyranga, Assam.

Implementation of Swatchh Bharat Abhiyan:

Programmes were organised towards protection and preservation of water bodies in the
Panchalpet area of Sriperumbudur Town Panchayat and Nemili village Panchayat. Hand Wash
campaign was organised in the schools of Sriperumbudur Block. Cleaning activities in the Govt.
Taluk Hospital, Sriperumbudur.Six Village Panchayats from Kancheepuram and Tiruvallur
Districts of Tamil Nadu based on their efforts to realise ‘Open Defecation Free’ Campaign. 
These PRIs were given with Swatchh Panchayat Award by the Institute.  A special NSS camp
was organised in the tribal areas of Tiruppattur, Vellore District, Tamil Nadu with the theme
‘Clean and Sustainable Villages’.

National / International Conferences, Seminars and Workshops:

10 National and 2 International Conferences were organized.

Important Publications by the Institute:

About 11 publications on various aspects of Youth Development, Skill Development and
Sustainable Development has been brought out by the faculty. 

Faculty Participation in important Programmes & Committees: 

RGNIYD faculty members participated in various meetings of SAARC, BRICS and visited
various countries like China, Kazakhastan, Istanbul, Srilanka, Canada and Uganda. 

B.        Training Programmes

The various training programmes organised by RGNIYD, include Training of Trainers (ToT),
Capacity Building Programmes, Gender Sensitisation Programmes, Psycho-social Counselling
for Adolescents in Children’s Observation Home, Entrepreneurship and Skill Development
Programmes, Young Women Entrepreneurship Programmes and Active Citizen Programmes.

International Programmes: 

The faculty and students participated in various International Programmes in collaboration with
CIRDAP and visited Bangladesh and Srilanka on Youth Exchange programmes.

Programmes by RGNIYD Regional Centre:

Number of ToTs, Capacity building programmes, Entrepreneurship Programmes, Skill
Development Programmes, etc. were organised by the RGNIYD Regional Centre, Chandigarh
during the period.
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C.        Signing of MoUs/ Collaborations:

Various MoUs were signed with ISRO, IIRS, National Remote Sensing Centre, and other
agencies.

*****
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-12-24

‘URBAN INDIA DECLARED ODF, EXCEPT BENGAL
LOCAL BODIES’

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The Union Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry on Monday said the Swachh Bharat Mission-
Urban had achieved its goal of making urban India free of open defecation, though urban local
bodies in West Bengal had not been declared open defecation free (ODF).

“The Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban has achieved its target of creating urban India ODF. Urban
areas of 35 States and Union Territories have become ODF. In all, 4,320 cities [out of 4,372]
have declared themselves ODF, of which 4,167 cities have been certified through third-party
verification,” a statement from the Ministry said, adding that 52 ULBs of West Bengal were not
included.

Deadline pushed

Under the Swachh Bharat Mission, which was launched on October 2, 2014, the government
had declared rural India ODF on October 2, while the deadline for urban India had been pushed
while third-party audits and compliance from West Bengal were awaited, according to officials.

The Ministry’s statement said 65.81 lakh individual household toilets had been constructed while
the target had been 59 lakh, and 5.96 lakh community or public toilet seats had been added
against the target of 5.08 lakh.

It said 819 cities and 312 cities had been declared ODF+ and ODF++, which set targets for
maintaining public toilets and proper management of sludge toilets respectively.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2019-12-24

SOUTH HAS HIGHER PREVALENCE OF MENTAL
DISORDERS: STUDY

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Telangana, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh account for a higher prevalence
of mental disorders that manifest primarily during adulthood in depression and anxiety,
according to the first comprehensive estimates of disease burden attributable to mental health
from 1990 prepared by the India State-Level Disease Burden Initiative and published in the
Lancet Psychiatry .

The study finds that roughly one in seven Indians, or 197 million persons, suffered from mental
disorders of varying severity in 2017.

These include depression, anxiety disorders, schizophrenia, bipolar disorders, idiopathic
developmental intellectual disability, conduct disorders, and autism. Importantly, the contribution
of mental disorders to the disability adjusted life year (DALY) — the sum of total years of life lost
and years lived with disability — has doubled between 1990 and 2017 increasing from 2.5% to
4.7%. Mental disorders were the second leading cause of disease burden in terms of years lived
with disability (YLDs) and the sixth leading cause of disability-adjusted life-years (DALYs) in the
world in 2017

In total, 45.7 million people had depressive disorders, as one in three years lost due to a mental
disorder was due to depression. This was followed by anxiety — a total of 44.9 million people
suffered from it and it accounted for the loss of 1 in 5 years.

Three categories

In its State-wise analysis, the study divides different States into three categories on the basis of
their socio-demographic index (SDI), i.e low, medium and high SDI States. The SDI is a
composite measure of per-capita income, mean education, and fertility rate in women younger
than 25 years and is calculated on a scale of one.

Prevalence of depressive disorders was highest in Tamil Nadu (loss of 836 years per 1 lakh
population ), Kerala (loss of 641 years), Goa (loss of 626 years) and Telangana (loss of 756
years) in the high SDI State group and Andhra Pradesh (loss of 793 years) in the middle SDI
State group.

Similarly, anxiety disorders were found to be more common in Kerala (loss of 383 years per 1
lakh population), Himachal Pradesh (loss of 329 years), Tamil Nadu (loss of 325 years),
Karnataka (loss of 324 years), Telangana (loss of 324 years), and Maharashtra (loss of 324
years) in the high SDI State group and Andhra Pradesh (loss of 328 years), Manipur (loss of 360
years), and West Bengal (loss of 331 years) in the middle SDI State group.
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-12-24

YEAR END REVIEW 2019 MINISTRY OF WOMEN AND
CHILD DEVELOPMENT

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Ministry of Women and Child Development

Year End Review 2019 Ministry of Women and Child
Development

Bharatiya Poshan Krishi Kosh Launched for Better
Nutritional Outcomes

Outreach to 85 Million Beneficiaries during Poshan Maah in
September 2019

POCSO Act Amended for Speedy Dispensation of Justice

Posted On: 23 DEC 2019 4:04PM by PIB Delhi

Child Development, protection and Welfare

In order to ensure development, care and protection of children through cross-cutting policies
and programmes the Ministry of Women and Child Development has undertaken various
measures to spread awareness about child rights and facilitate access to learning, nutrition,
institutional and legislative support for enabling children to grow and develop to their full
potential.

WCD Ministry launches Bharatiya Poshan Krishi Kosh 

The Union Minister of Women and Child Development (WCD) and Textiles, Smriti Zubin Irani,
along with Bill Gates, co-chair of Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation launched the Bharatiya
Poshan Krishi Kosh (BPKK) on November, 18, 2019 in New Delhi. The BPKK will be a
repository of diverse crops across 128 agro-climatic zones in India for better nutritional
outcomes.

At the behest of the Ministry of WCD the Harvard Chan School of Public Health through its India
Research Center and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation will document and evaluate
promising regional dietary practices and the messaging around them and develop a food atlas
on regional agro-food systems. Both efforts are aimed at mobilizing the diverse sectors of the
society.

In consultation with Ministry of WCD and Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the project team will
select around 12 high focus states which are representative of the geographical, social,
economic, cultural and structural diversities of India. In each of the states or group of states the
team will identify a local partner organization which has relevant work experience in Social and



Page 199

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Behavior Change Communication (SBCC) and nutrition for developing the food atlas.

September 2019 celebrated as POSHAN Maah

POSHAN Maah was celebrated in September this year and in one month 36 million POSHAN
related activities were held across the country.

During POSHAN Maah 1.3 million Anganwadi workers, 1.2 million Anganwadi helpers and state
agencies reached out to 85 million beneficiaries.

Fund allocation under POSHAN Abhiyaan has increased in the last 3 years from Rs. 950.00
crore in 2017-18 to Rs. 3061.30 crore in 2018-19 and to Rs. 3400.00 crore in 2019-20.

There is no provision under the POSHAN Abhiyaan to provide nutritious food.  Providing
Supplementary Nutrition is a part of Anganwadi Services scheme.  POSHAN Abhiyaan ensures
convergence of various nutrition related schemes/interventions of various line Ministries.

State-wise details of fund released under POSHAN Abhiyaan during 2017-18, 2018-19 and the
current year is given below:

 

      Amount in Rs. Lakhs

S. No. State/UT Released in FY 2017 – 18 Released in FY 2018-19 Released in FY 2019-20

1 Andhra Pradesh 1284.63 8604.68 5582.52

2 Bihar 6724.06 15001.67 10000

3 Chhattisgarh 965.45 9629.51 0

4 Delhi 945.95 2206.88 0

5 Goa 238.07 197.78 0

6 Gujarat 3036.66 11228.04 7531

7 Haryana 400.97 5992.46 0

8 Himachal Pradesh 1557.26 4153.15 2480

9 Jammu & Kashmir 388.59 8343.52 0

10 Jharkhand 1555.35 5110.45 0

11 Karnataka 3351.05 9870.89 0

12 Kerala 1273.37 6491.91 0

13 Madhya Pradesh 3441.49 15894.17 17883

14 Maharashtra 2572.31 20989.28 33061.47

15 Odisha 4600.46 10571.65 0

16 Puducherry 39.24 393.7 497

17 Punjab 819.51 6090.33 0

18 Rajasthan 2045.73 9680.99 0

19 Tamil Nadu 1340.51 12210.93 0

20 Telangana 1736.94 8595.7 7003
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21 Uttar Pradesh 8440.6 29582.87 0

22 Uttarakhand 1866.25 4301.57 3696

23 West Bengal 5545.27 19294.11 0

24 Arunachal Pradesh 52.93 2663.35 0

25 Assam 2298.27 15492.36 14171

26 Manipur 340.46 3865.37 0

27 Meghalaya 462.98 1713.27 1706.8

28 Mizoram 119.38 957.65 902

29 Nagaland 163.74 1251.97 1445.17

30 Sikkim 98.59 328.47 544

31 Tripura 277.91 3695.72 0

32 Andaman & Nicobar 100.22 416.89 307.62

33 Chandigarh 158.88 306.82 526.97

34 Dadra & Nagar Haveli 108.83 129.32 431.16

35 Daman & Diu 42.06 197.66 446.98

36 Laddakh - - -

37 Lakshadweep 60 138.9 126.75

  TOTAL 58453.97 255593.98 108342.44

 

Software and dashboard for POSHAN Abhiyaan

POSHAN Abhiyaan empowers the frontline functionaries like Anganwadi Workers and Lady
Supervisors by providing them with smart phones.  ICDS-Common Application Software have
been developed under POSHAN Abhiyaan which enables data capture, ensures assigned
service delivery and prompts for interventions wherever required.

This data/information is then made available on web-based ICDS-CAS dashboard on a near real
time basis, for monitoring, to the supervisory staff at Block, District, State and National level, for
action and decision making at their end.  The dashboard displays data and provides reports on
various programme areas to the administrative officers to interpret and use the information for
improving service delivery.  As on 31.10.2019, a total number of 5.10 lakh Anganwadi Workers
have been trained and are using the ICDS-CAS Application across 26 States/UTs as per details
is given below:

(As on 31.10.2019)

 

Sl. State/UTs Anganwadi Centre launched ICDS-CAS Application.

1 Andaman & Nicobar Islands  713

2 Andhra Pradesh  55582

3 Assam  681
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4 Bihar  49168

5 Chandigarh  450

6 Chhattisgarh  10473

7 Dadra & Nagar Haveli  303

8 Daman & Diu  102

9 Delhi  4118

10 Goa  770

11 Gujarat  52801

12 Himachal Pradesh  18860

13 Jharkhand  11090

14 Kerala  8614

15 Madhya Pradesh  27810

16 Maharashtra  109586

17 Meghalaya  5776

18 Mizoram  2244

19 Nagaland  3595

20 Puducherry  848

21 Rajasthan  20559

22 Sikkim  821

23 Tamil Nadu  54397

24 Telangana  11157

25 Uttar Pradesh  51759

26 Uttarakhand  8140

  Total 5,10,417

 

The goal of Poshan Abhiyaan is to achieve improvement in nutritional status of Children (0-6
years) and Pregnant Women and Lactating Mothers (PW&LM) in a time bound manner in next
three years period beginning 2017-18 with fixed targets as under:

 

S.
No

Objective Target

1. Prevent and reduce Stunting in children (0- 6 years)
By 6% @ 2%
p.a.

2. Prevent and reduce under-nutrition (underweight prevalence) in children (0-6 years)
By 6% @ 2%
p.a.

3. Reduce the prevalence of anemia among young Children(6-59 months)
By 9% @ 3%
p.a.

4. Reduce the prevalence of anemia among Women and Adolescent Girls in the age By 9% @ 3%
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group of 15-49 years. p.a.

5. Reduce Low Birth Weight (LBW).
By 6% @ 2%
p.a.

 

For achieving the above targets, Poshan Abhiyaan is to ensure convergence of all nutrition
related schemes of the Ministry of Women and Child Development on the target population. 
This includes convergence of Anganwadi Services, Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana,
Scheme for Adolescent Girls of Ministry of Women & Child Development; Janani Suraksha
Yojana (JSY), National Health Mission (NHM) of Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Swachh
Bharat Mission of Ministry of Jal Shakti; Public Distribution System (PDS) of Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution (CAF&PD), Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) of Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD) and
other programmatic interventions of Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation,  Ministry of
Panchayati Raj, Ministry of Tribal Affairs and  Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs. 
Convergence Action Plan guidelines in this regard have been issued to all the States/UTs and
line Ministries.

The approved budget of Poshan Abhiyaan for a period of three years is Rs. 9046 crore. A sum
of Rs. 3400 crore has been allocated for Poshan Abhiyaan for the year 2019-20.

POSHAN Anthem

Vice President of India, M. Venkaiah Naidu launched the POSHAN Anthem on 3rd December
2019. The aim of the POSHAN Anthem is to inspire people to join the movement to fight the
scourge of malnutrition. Speaking on this occasion the Vice President of India congratulated
Prasoon Joshi and Shankar Mahadevan, the lyricist and music composer and singer of the
anthem and hoped that through this song the message of nutrition will reach each and every
corner of the country. He appreciated the efforts of the Ministry of Women and Child
Development in using innovative tools to take the message of nutrition to all citizens of India.
The Vice President also urged that the anthem may be sung in as many regional languages as
possible so that it becomes a song of the people. The overriding priority of all legislators,
administrators, civil society activists and citizens must be to ensure that all children of the
country get the best possible childhood added the Vice President. He further said that the 1.3
million Anganwadi workers are the nutrition warriors and change agents who are at the forefront
of this battle against malnutrition. He hoped that the song will become an anthem and lead to a
nutrition revolution to transform India in to a malnutrition free country by 2022.

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO)

Section 28 of the POCSO Act 2012 provides for establishment of Special Courts for the purpose
of providing speedy trial. Further, Section 35 of the POCSO Act provides that the evidence of
the child shall be recorded within a period of thirty days of the Special Court taking cognizance
of the offence and reasons for delay, if any, shall be recorded by the Special Court. Further,
Section 35 also lays down that the Special Court shall complete the trial, as far as possible,
within a period of one year from the date of taking cognizance of the offence.

The Government of India has taken the following steps to ensure speedy dispensation of justice:

In furtherance to The Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2018, the Government has finalized a
scheme in August, 2019 for setting up of total of 1023 Fast Track Special Courts (FTSCs)
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across the country for expeditious trial and disposal of pending cases pertaining to rape and
POCSO Act, 2012, in a time-bound manner under Centrally Sponsored Scheme. The Scheme is
for one year spread over two financial years i.e.2019-20 and 2020-21.

The Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2013 was enacted for effective deterrence against sexual
offences. Further, the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2018 was enacted to prescribe even
more stringent penal provisions including death penalty for rape of a girl below age of 12 years.
The Act also inter-alia mandates completion of investigation and trials within 2 months each.

A “National Database on Sexual Offenders” has been launched on 20th September, 2018 to
facilitate investigation and tracking of sexual offenders across the country by law enforcement
agencies.

An online analytic tool for police called “Investigation Tracking System for Sexual Offences” has
been launched on 19.02.2019 to monitor and track time-bound investigation on sexual assault
cases in accordance with the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2018.

In order to improve investigation, steps have been taken to strengthen DNA analysis units in
Central and State Forensic Science Laboratories. This includes setting up of a State-of-the-Art
DNA Analysis Unit in Central Forensic Science Laboratory, Chandigarh.

Guidelines have been notified for collection of forensic evidence in sexual assault cases and the
standard composition in a Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kit. A total number of 6023
officers have been trained by the Bureau of Police Research and Development (BPR&D) and
Lok Nayak Jayaprakash Narayan National Institute of Criminology and Forensic Science.
BPR&D has distributed 3,120 Sexual Assault Evidence Collection Kits to State Governments/UT
Administration as orientation kit as part of training.

A scheme namely Cyber Crime Prevention against Women and Children (CCPWC) has been
approved under which an online cybercrime reporting portal (www.cybercrime.gov.in) has been
launched on 20th September, 2018 to enable public to report complaints pertaining to child
pornography/ child sexual abuse material, rape/gang rape imageries or sexually explicit content.

Women empowerment and protection

Empowered women living with dignity and contributing as equal partners in development in an
environment free from violence and discrimination; and, well-nurtured children with full
opportunities for growth and development in a safe and protective environment

Promoting social and economic empowerment of women through cross-cutting policies and
programmes, mainstreaming gender concerns, creating awareness about their rights and
facilitating institutional and legislative support for enabling them to realize their human rights and
develop to their full potential.

Strengthening of AHTUs & WHDs in States Across the Country

The Empowered Committee (EC) under Nirbhaya Framework, chaired by Secretary, Ministry of
Women and Child Development, recommended setting up of Anti-Human-Trafficking-Units
(AHTUs) at the cost of Rs. 100 crores for safety and security of women and girl victims of
trafficking.

100% cost of setting up of these AHTUs has been recommended to be borne by the Central
Government under Nirbhaya Fund as per the MHA proposal. The EC has also suggested that

http://www.cybercrime.gov.in/
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psycho-social counselling and legal counselling and aid should be made available through these
AHTUs to the beneficiaries.

The EC also recommended setting up of Women Help Desks (WHDs) in Police Stations in all
States and UTs at cost of Rs. 100 crores to be funded 100% by the Central Government under
Nirbhaya Fund. WHDs will be gender sensitive desks for grievance redressal of women through
the policing system, as well as catalysts for improved community interaction of the police with
focus on crime against women and children. The desks will also help create a conducive
atmosphere for distressed women and girls to approach the police stations without any
hesitation and fear.

The EC has suggested that these WHD should preferably be headed by women police officers
not below the rank of Head Constables, and preferably by women officers not below the ranks of
JSI or ASI. Further, training, orientation and sensitization of both men and women police officials
working at or in relation to WHDs at police stations, should also be taken up.

Presently, WHDs have been approved for ten thousand police stations. However, the EC
has suggested that the facility may be expanded to all the police stations in the country over a
period of time or in phases.

Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana

Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana Reaches One Crore Beneficiaries 
Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY), a flagship scheme of the Government for
pregnant women and lactating mothers has achieved a significant milestone by crossing one
crore beneficiaries. The total amount disbursed to the beneficiaries under the scheme has
crossed Rs. 4,000 crores.

PMMVY is a direct benefit transfer (DBT) scheme under which cash benefits are provided to
pregnant women in their bank account directly to meet enhanced nutritional needs and partially
compensate for wage loss. Implementation of the scheme started with effect from 01.01.2017.
Under the ‘Scheme’, Pregnant Women and Lactating Mothers (PW&LM) receive a cash benefit
of Rs. 5,000 in three instalments on fulfilling the respective conditionality, viz. early registration
of pregnancy, ante-natal check-up and registration of the birth of the child and completion of first
cycle of vaccination for the first living child of the family. The eligible beneficiaries also receive
cash incentive under Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY). Thus, on an average, a woman gets Rs.
6,000.

One Stop Centre (OSC) Scheme

Indira Gandhi Matritva Sahyog Yojana (IGMSY) has been discontinued on
31st March 2017.  The One Stop Centre (OSC) Scheme provides a range of services including
police facilitation, medical aid, psycho-social counselling, legal counselling and temporary
shelter to women affected by violence in an integrated manner under one roof. So far 728 OSCs
have been sanctioned and 595 OSCs have started operations. The details of approved OSCs,
operational OSCs and funds released to OSCs are given below:

 

Sl.
No.

State/ UTs
Number of  OSCs
Approved

Number of
Operational OSCs

Year Wise Fund released (In Rs.)

2016-17 2017-18 2018-19

1 Andaman 3 3 0 31,20,663 36,87,641
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and Nicobar
Islands

2
Andhra
Pradesh

14 13 2,68,97,400 3,30,13,744 3,90,63,148

3
Arunachal
Pradesh

25 13 28,41,450 53,19,517 7,82,02,084

4 Assam 33 31 75,65,800 0 7,86,95,087

5 Bihar 38 38 1,98,90,150 0 3,08,32,455

6 Chandigarh 1 1 0 0 9,30,799

7 Chhattisgarh 27 27 7,34,27,815 1,67,04,440 6,62,44,372

8
Dadra and
Nagar Haveli

1 1 0 43,41,482 50,000

9 Daman & Diu 2 1 0 0 0

10 Delhi 11 0 0 0 0

11 Goa 2 1 19,41,450 10,84,917 4,92,000

12 Gujarat 33 27 38,82,900 1,27,15,269 5,62,69,778

13 Haryana 22 18 1,16,48,700 38,30,247 4,79,60,546

14
Himachal
Pradesh

12 12 0 15,00,450 1,01,18,850

15
Jammu and
Kashmir

22 8 95,65,800 87,52,272 1,50,20,425

16 Jharkhand 24 24 56,82,900 18,47,152 7,04,36,941

17 Karnataka 30 30 85,24,350 62,73,675 5,94,44,419

18 Kerala 14 5 1,13,65,800 11,80,007 2,83,31,849

19 Lakshadweep 1 0 0 0 0

20
Madhya
Pradesh

51 51 7,73,47,650 1,31,27,264 11,23,91,390

21 Maharashtra 37 36 2,13,55,950 4,37,69,662 3,89,29,425

22 Manipur 16 1 0 0 3,57,22,445

23 Meghalaya 11 11 28,41,450 7,75,391 1,86,39,947

24 Mizoram 8 8 0 61,40,951 2,72,64,535

25 Nagaland 11 11 55,41,679 80,41,940 4,54,87,024

26 Odisha 30 30 15,00,450 1,20,32,854 7,74,59,998

27 Puducherry 4 1 0 19,41,450 47,66,836

28 Punjab 22 22 97,07,250 3,35,87,668 5,26,33,488

29 Rajasthan 33 21 3,41,23,174 28,95,721 3,08,60,275

30 Sikkim 4 1 0 30,71,148 39,23,225

31 Tamil Nadu 34 32 0 38,82,900 11,39,95,447

32 Telangana 33 25 1,55,31,600 3,01,72,230 5,89,48,915

33 Tripura 8 4 0 0 2,69,01,349
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34 Uttar Pradesh 75 75 4,54,63,200 2,66,22,936 22,28,30,497

35 Uttarakhand 13 13 58,24,350 1,38,86,307 2,72,25,409

36 West Bengal 23 0 0 0 0

  Total 728 595 40,24,71,268 29,96,32,257 1,48,37,60,599

 

Recognizing the need to prevent women from exploitation and to support their survival and
rehabilitation, the scheme of Short Stay Home for women and girls was introduced as a social
defence mechanism, by the then Department of Social Welfare in 1969.

The scheme is meant to provide temporary accommodation, maintenance and rehabilitative
services to women and girls rendered homeless due to family discord, crime, violence, mental
stress, social ostracism or are being forced into prostitution and are in moral danger. Another
scheme with the similar objectives namely Swadhar was launched by the Department of Women
and Child Development in 2001-02 for women in difficult circumstances.  The scheme through
the provisions of shelter, food, clothing, counselling, training, clinical and legal aid aims to
rehabilitate women in difficult circumstances. Centre for Market Research and Social
Development, New Delhi conducted an evaluation in 2007 to assess the performance of both
the schemes. The evaluation report while citing the effectiveness and positive impact of
measures adopted under the schemes for counselling and rehabilitation found that the profile
and category of residents, admission procedure, counselling, quality of service, vocational
training, rehabilitation and follow up procedure are almost similar in both the schemes. It,
therefore, recommended merger of these two schemes for better functioning and outcomes with
lesser administrative burdens and procedures. There were total number of 307 Short Stay
Homes and 311 Swadhar Grehs functioning in the year 2013-14.

The Guidelines and SOP for the OSCs have been circulated to all the States/ UTs and districts
for effective implementation of One Stop Centre (OSC) scheme. Awareness generation
programmes related to One Stop Centre scheme are conducted by State Governments/ UT
Administrations from time to time.

Nirbhaya Fund

Government of India has set up a dedicated fund called Nirbhaya Fund for implementation of
initiatives aimed at enhancing the safety and security of women in the country. Under the
Nirbhaya Fund, the proposed projects should have the features like direct impact on safety and
security concerns of women, optimum use of existing infrastructure, innovative use of
technology, no duplication of existing government schemes/ programmes, provision for real time
intervention as far as possible. strict privacy and confidentiality of women’s identity and
information and defined monitoring mechanism.

The Central Ministries/Departments, States/UTs, Autonomous and other Government Bodies
can submit proposals as per the prescribed procedure. As per the guidelines issued by Ministry
of Finance, Ministry of Women and Child Development is the nodal authority for appraisal of the
schemes/proposals received under Nirbhaya Fund. An Empowered Committee of officers (EC)
under the Chairpersonship of Secretary, Ministry of Women and Child Development has been
set up for appraising various schemes/ projects proposed to be funded from the Nirbhaya Fund.

The States/UTs-wise details of funds sanctioned/ allocated and utilized for the projects being
implemented by various Ministries/ Departments out of Nirbhaya Fund are given below:
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Ministry of Home Affairs

State/UT-wise details of the total funds sanctioned/allocated & utilized for Nirbhaya funded
Projects.

(In Rs. Lakh)

 

Sl.
No.

State/UT
Total funds sanctioned/allocated to
States/UTs

Utilization Certificate
Received *

1 ANDHRA PRADESH 2085.00 814.01

2
ARUNACHAL
PRADESH

768.86 224.03

3 ASSAM 2072.63 305.06

4 BIHAR 2258.60 702.00

5 CHHATTISGARH 1687.41 745.31

6 GOA 776.59 221.00

7 GUJARAT 7004.31 118.50

8 HARYANA 1671.87 606.00

9 HIMACHAL PRADESH 1147.37 291.54

10 JAMMU & KASHMIR 1256.02 324.53

11 JHARKHAND 1569.81 405.33

12 KARNATAKA 19172.09 1362.00

13 KERALA 1971.77 472.00

14 MADHYA PRADESH 4316.96 639.50

15 MAHARASHTRA 14940.06 0

16 MANIPUR 878.78 0

17 MEGHALAYA 675.39 0

18 MIZORAM 883.57 543.68

19 NAGALAND 689.55 357.84

20 ODISHA 2270.53 58.00

21 PUNJAB 2047.08 300.00

22 RAJASTHAN 3373.2 1011.00

23 SIKKIM 613.33 0

24 TELENGANA 10351.88 419.00

25 TAMIL NADU 19068.36 600.00

26 TRIPURA 766.59 0

27 UTTAR PRADESH 11939.85 393.00

28 UTTARAKHAND 953.27 679.41

29 WEST BENGAL 7570.80 392.73
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30 A & N ISLANDS 653.08 147.05

31 CHANDIGARH 746.02 260.83

32 D & N HAVELI 420.00 158.00

33 DAMAN & DIU 420.00 0

34 DELHI (UT) 39090.12 1941.57

35 LAKSHADWEEP 614.71 76.93

36 PUDUCHERRY 496.16 128.55

 

*The CVCF has been released as one-time grant to States/UTs to support and supplement the
Victim Compensation schemes in respective States/UTs and expenditure from this fund is
allowed to States/UTs after consuming non-budgetary resource with them. The utilization
certificate in respect of Safe City projects and Strengthening of State Forensic Laboratory are
not due.

Ministry of Road Transport & Highways

State/UT-wise details of the total funds sanctioned/allocated & utilized for Nirbhaya funded
Projects.

 

(In Rs. Lakh)

 

Sl. No. State/UT Funds released to States/UTs Utilization

1
ANDHRA
PRADESH

5864.00 0.00

2 UTTAR PRADESH 4020.00 3110.00

3 KARNATAKA 3364.00 220.00

 

Department of Justice

State/UT-wise details of the total funds sanctioned/allocated & utilized for Nirbhaya funded
Projects.

 (In Rs. Lakh)

 

Sl.
No.

State/UT Funds released to States/UTs Amount utilized

JHARKHAND 495.00 0.00

KARNATAKA 697.50 0.00
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KERALA 630.00 0.00

MADHYA PRADESH 1507.50 0.00

MAHARASHTRA 3105.00 0.00

MANIPUR 67.50 0.00

NAGALAND 33.75 0.00

ODISHA 540.00 0.00

RAJASTHAN 585.00 0.00

TRIPURA 101.25 0.00

UTTARAKHAND 135.00 0.00

 

Ministry of Women and Child Development

1.     Mahila Police Volunteer Scheme - under the Scheme on proposals of 12 States have been
submitted and approved. The details of fund released and utilized in respect of those 12 States
are as under:

(In Rs. Lakh)

 

Sl. No State Funds released to States/UTs Amount utilized

1 Andaman and Nicobar Islands 0.00 0.00

2 Andhra Pradesh 521.39 75.82

3 Chhattisgarh 715.55 152.78

4 Gujarat 76.20 41.65

5 Haryana 77.52 88.45

6 Jharkhand 2.64 0.00

7 Karnataka 56.13 0.00

8 Madhya Pradesh 30.18 0.00

9 Mizoram 35.85 0.00

10 Nagaland 9.40 0.00

11 Tripura 30.16 0.00

12 Uttarakhand 68.82 0.00

 

2.  One Stop Centre Scheme (OSC)

(In Rs. Lakh)
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Sl. No State Funds released to States/UTs Amount utilized

1 Andaman and Nicobar Islands 96.28 38.95

2 Andhra Pradesh 1167.98 430.47

3 Arunachal Pradesh 981.85 94.37

4 Assam 1408.23 122.79

5 Bihar 1187.90 0.00

6 Chandigarh 37.50 6.99

7 Chhattisgarh 2017.19 928.67

8 Dadra and Nagra Haveli 87.33 35.22

9 Daman & Diu 89.18 8.08

10 Delhi 201.18 0.00

11 Goa 96.07 12.11

12 Gujarat 1246.51 56.89

13 Haryana 1011.31 189.09

14 Himachal Pradesh 310.96 15.00

15 Jammu and Kashmir 402.29 48.69

16 Jharkhand 1078.85 48.43

17 Karnataka 1205.41 0.00

18 Kerala 468.86 41.00

19 Lakshadweep 0.00 0.00

20 Madhya Pradesh 2797.60 590.73

21 Maharashtra 1446.54 19.41

22 Manipur 590.45 12.89

23 Meghalaya 436.93 58.17

24 Mizoram 416.75 64.63

25 Nagaland 693.28 211.73

26 Odisha 1038.82 54.46

27 Puducherry 104.08 0.00

28 Punjab 1185.37 65.62

29 Rajasthan 1078.37 171.86

30 Sikkim 132.06 38.90

31 Tamil Nadu 1672.64 45.88

32 Telangana 1396.91 138.07

33 Tripura 374.91 44.66

34 Uttar Pradesh 4088.39 540.02

35 Uttarakhand 566.69 164.31

36 West Bengal 0.00 0.00
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3.  Universalization of Women Helpline Scheme

(In Rs. Lakh)

 

S.No State Funds released to States/UTs Amount utilized

1 Andaman and Nicobar Islands 102.03 0.13

2 Andhra Pradesh 146.26 106.50

3 Arunachal Pradesh 224.64 167.84

4 Assam 112.63 78.55

5 Bihar 202.21 133.36

6 Chandigarh 199.16 132.80

7 Chhattisgarh 272.57 204.41

8 Dadra and Nagra Haveli 0.00 0.00

9 Daman & Diu 85.16 20.64

10 Delhi 49.78 0.00

11 Goa 27.90 0.00

12 Gujarat 377.40 241.50

13 Haryana 51.58 7.11

14 Himachal Pradesh 49.70 0.00

15 Jammu and Kashmir 119.49 51.33

16 Jharkhand 34.54 0.23

17 Karnataka 62.70 0.00

18 Kerala 174.96 106.79

19 Lakshadweep 0.00 0.00

20 Madhya Pradesh 62.70 0.00

21 Maharashtra 62.70 0.00

22 Manipur 49.70 49.70

23 Meghalaya 116.48 49.70

24 Mizoram 255.56 187.40

25 Nagaland 257.39 189.23

26 Odisha 191.76 140.64

27 Puducherry 51.08 0.00

28 Punjab 90.13 28.86

29 Rajasthan 109.20 0.00

30 Sikkim 115.14 47.25

31 Tamil Nadu 155.70 62.70
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32 Telangana 157.25 123.17

33 Tripura 49.70 0.00

34 Uttar Pradesh 237.86 146.66

35 Uttarakhand 207.90 139.74

36 West Bengal 62.70 0.00

 

4.  Other States/UTs projects

(in Rs. lakh)

 

Sl. No. State/UT Funds released to States/UTs Utilization

1
MADHYA
PRADESH

104.70 0.00

2 NAGALAND 255.60 0.00

3 RAJASTHAN 470.97 108.89

4 UTTARAKHAND 32.40 0.00

 

The Empowered Committee in the Ministry of Women and Child Development   in its meeting
held on 22.10.2019 has appraised a project of Ministry of Home Affairs under Nirbhaya Fund for
setting up/ strengthening of Women Help Desks in Police Stations in States/UTs at a cost of Rs.
100.00 crore.

States/UTs-wise utilization of funds released for Cyber Crime Prevention against Women &
Children (CCPWC) Scheme are given below:

States which have utilized funds in respect of CCPWC Scheme

(in Rs. Lakh)

 

Sl. No. State/UT Funds utilized

1 HARYANA 231.00

2 HIMACHAL PRADESH 147.00

3 KARNATAKA 282.00

4 KERALA 135.00

5 MADHYA PRADESH 156.00

6 MIZORAM 111.00

7 NAGALAND 148.00

8 ODISHA 58.00
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9 TELENGANA 394.00

10 UTTAR PRADESH 393.00

11 UTTARAKHAND 147.00

 

Sexual Harassment electronic–Box (SHe-Box)

Ministry of Women and Child Development, Government of India has developed an online
complaint management system titled Sexual Harassment electronic–Box (SHe-Box) for
registering complaints related to sexual harassment at workplace by women, including
government and private employees. Once a complaint is submitted to the SHe-Box portal, it
directly reaches to the concerned authority having jurisdiction to take action in the matter.

A total number of 203 cases have been disposed of so far which includes cases under Central
Government, State Government and Private sector.

The SHe-Box portal has been developed with the objective to facilitate the registration of
complaints related to sexual harassment of women at workplace.

The details of number of sexual harassment complaints received from private/ public entities
through SHe-Box in States/UTs since 2017 are as under:

 

Sl. No. State Total complaints

1 Andaman & Nicobar Islands 0

2 Andhra Pradesh 18

3 Arunachal Pradesh 2

4 Assam 3

5 Bihar 20

6 Chandigarh 2

7 Chhattisgarh 7

8 Dadra & Naga Haveli 0

9 Daman & Diu 0

10 Delhi 50

11 Goa 0

12 Gujarat 21

13 Haryana 29

14 Himachal Pradesh 3

15 Jammu & Kashmir 5

16 Jharkhand 2

17 Karnataka 34

18 Kerala 11
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19 Lakshadweep 0

20 Madhya Pradesh 30

21 Maharashtra 82

22 Manipur 0

23 Meghalaya 1

24 Mizoram 0

25 Nagaland 0

26 Odisha 5

27 Puducherry 3

28 Punjab 9

29 Rajasthan 23

30 Sikkim 0

31 Tamil Nadu 48

32 Telangana 20

33 Tripura 1

34 Uttar Pradesh 65

35 Uttarakhand 6

36 West Bengal 13

Total 513

 

***
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YEAR END REVIEW 2019 MINISTRY OF AYUSH
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various

Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

AYUSH

Year End Review 2019 Ministry of AYUSH

RS. 89.92 crore provided for 1,032 AYUSH Health &
Wellness centres

91 integrated AYUSH Hospitals being set up - Financial
Assistance Provided

Integrated Health Research & Scheme (Sihr) in
Collaboration with Niti Aayog & Invest India drawn up

140 Classical Medicines validated for 70 conditions during
2019 by central councils

Posted On: 23 DEC 2019 12:05PM by PIB Delhi

AYUSH systems of healthcare represent an important resource for public health in
India, owing to their roots running deep into our culture and tradition and the trust that
the common people repose in them in different regions of the country. Their
relevance is particularly significant in the management of lifestyle related chronic
diseases and treatment of ailments of ageing citizens, both of which are growing
health concerns of our country.

In the fifth year of its inception, the Ministry of AYUSH embarked on the drive to
consolidate the gains made in the direction of popularizing the alternative system of
medicine and prepare a robust and all encompassing structure for the same. The
Ministry through the year 2019, continued its efforts to mainstream the AYUSH
systems, and achieved considerable success in the same. These efforts covered
seven broad areas of activity, namely, Improving Access to AYUSH Healthcare,
Promoting AYUSH Research, AYUSH Education, AYUSH Drugs and related matters,
Creation of Awareness, Efforts for Globalisation of AYUSH Systems, and Induction of
IT into the AYUSH Sector.

Improving Access to AYUSH Healthcare:
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The Centrally Sponsored Scheme of National AYUSH Mission (NAM) is the main
vehicle for promoting access to AYUSH Healthcare. The scheme supports the efforts
of State/UT Governments for the development of AYUSH sector.  It has also been
decided to operationalize 10% of the Health and Wellness Centres (HWCs) of
the Ayushman Bharat Scheme through the Ministry of AYUSH through State / UT
Governments. In pursuance to this decision the Ministry has provided Grant-in-aid of
Rs. 89.92 crore to 1,032 AYUSH Dispensaries under existing Centrally Sponsored
Scheme of NAM to upgrade them as AYUSH Health and Wellness Centres. The
Prime Minister launched 10 AYUSH HWCs in the State of Haryana on 30th August,
2019 through digital mode. These 1,032 AYUSH HWCs will make a significant impact
in increasing the accessibility of AYUSH Healthcare to the public, even in far-flung
areas of the country.

 

For inclusion of AYUSH insurance packages under Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (PM-JAY), the proposal of 19 Ayurveda, Siddha & Unani and 14 Yoga &
Naturopathy treatment packages has been forwarded to National Health Authority
(NHA).In order to mainstream AYUSH healthcare services with public health care co-
location of AYUSH facilities at Primary Health Centres (PHCs), Community Health
Centres (CHCs) and District hospitals (DHs) are being implemented under NAM and
National Health Mission (NHM) as well. Under mainstreaming of AYUSH component
as on 30th June 2019, 7620 PHCs, 2758 CHCs and 495 DHs have been co-located
with AYUSH facilities, thereby making AYUSH treatments available to the public in
different parts of the country.

 

In order to energise secondary/tertiary health care through AYUSH, the Ministry of
AYUSH is supporting the efforts of State/UT Governments for setting up of 50 bedded
integrated AYUSH hospitals in the country. Ministry has provided financial assistance
for setting up of 91 up-to 50 bedded integrated AYUSH hospitals including 6 such
hospitals assisted in the current year.  The Ministry of AYUSH has also assisted
48,050-hectare area of cultivation of medicinal plants in farmer’s land to reduce the
pressure on forest and fulfil the demand of ASU& H industries. For this purpose,
subsidy has been given to the 56,711 farmers under 1,544 clusters.  The Ministry of
AYUSH has also supported 190 nurseries throughout the country for distribution of
quality planting material.

 

Approval has been granted for the establishment of the National Institute for Sowa-
Rigpa in Leh is an important step in reviving the tradition of Sow Rigpa and making it
accessible to larger sections of the population. Sowa-Rigpa is a Traditional Medical
system of the Himalayan belt in India. It has been popularly practiced in Sikkim,
Arunachal Pradesh, Darjeeling (West Bengal), Himachal Pradesh and Union Territory
of Ladakh. The setting up of the National Institute of Sowa-Rigpa will provide an
impetus for the revival of Sowa-Rigpa in the entire Indian Sub-continent.
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The Morarji Desai National Institute of Yoga (MDNIY), Ministry of AYUSH in
association with Prison Headquarters, Central Jail, Tihar, New Delhi conducted IDY
Yoga Training at Tihar Jail for the observation of International Day of Yoga, 2019
where more than 16,000 Jail inmates received detailed Yoga Training based on the
Common Yoga Protocol.

 

The National Institute of Naturopathy (NIN), Pune utilized the occasion of celebration
of 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi to reach out to the public with
Naturopathy therapies and practices which were close to the Mahatma’s heart. NIN
has taken up a programme to conduct 150 Naturopathy Camps under the theme
“NisargopacharMahaotsav”, which will be carried out across India for one year
starting from 2nd October 2019. The first among these camps were conducted in Goa
during 30th September to 2nd October, 2019 in which nearly 5000 people
participated, and gained from Naturopathy treatment.

 

Promotion of Research Activities in the AYUSH Systems:

 

              The Central Councils of Research dedicated to Ayurveda, Yoga and
Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy, which are Autonomous Bodies
making under the Ministry continued to be the mainstay of AYUSH Research. The
Central Research Councils of Ayurveda, Unani, Homoeopathy and Siddha together
validated 140 classical medicines for 70 conditions during this period, by generating
evidence on clinical safety and efficacy. In a development with huge potential impact
for future, the Scheme for Integrated Health Research (SIHR) has been drawn up in
collaboration with NITI Aayog and Invest India (AGNI Platform). This will address the
untapped potential of integration AYUSH Systems with modern medicine and
addressing Public Health challenges through evidence based integrative practices.
An outlay of Rs. 490 cr. is anticipated over two years for this project, which is
expected to create a world-wide impact.  A high impact Research project on
introducing Ayurveda intervention in Reproductive and Child Health (RCH) in Public
Health was operationalised in Primary Health Centres of Gadchiroli District of
Maharashtra. This will have 10,000 expecting mothers as subjects, a huge sample
size for a medical research project.

 

              In this year, the AYUSH Minister Shri Shripad Yesso Naik, inaugurated
National Research Institute of Unani Medicine for Skin Disorders, upgraded from the
erstwhile Central Research Institute of Unani Medicine at Erragadda, Hyderabad. The
Minister also inaugurated the Siddha Clinical Research Unit and Unani Medical
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Centre in Safdarjung Hospital, New Delhi providing avenues for integrative medical
research. The Ayurveda Palliative Care Unit at Palliative Care Centre at Base
Hospital, Delhi Cantt., New Delhi is another promising institution that was launched
this year.  In a significant research activity, the Central Council for Research in
Homoeopathy completed projects on studies on Brain Fever(Encephalitis) in endemic
area of Guarakhpur and Dengue Haemorrhagic Fever with successful outcomes
during 2019.

 

  AYUSH Education:

 

              The Ministry succeeded in steering the AYUSH education sector along a
path of growth and modernisation during 2019. Comprehensive implementation of the
National Eligibility Entrance Test (NEET) for admission into Undergraduate Courses
in all Ayurveda, Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy Educational Institutions was an
achievement that will have long-lasting impact on the quality of AYUSH education in
the country.

 

              The All India Post Graduate Entrance Test (AIPGET) for admission into Post
Graduate Courses in Ayurveda, Siddha, Unani and Homoeopathy Post Graduate
Institutions was streamlined held smoothly. It was conducted by National Testing
Agency (NTA).Online Counseling including registration, allotment and reporting for
minimum 15% all India quota seat of UG and PG courses were conducted by the
Central Government for the first time in 2019, benefitting student-applicants to
Government, Government aided and Private colleges, as well as Deemed
Universities, Central Universities and National Institutes.

 

              The process of granting permission to AYUSH educational institutions was
streamlined, because of which this annual process was completed much earlier than
previous years.   The 10 National Institutes functioning under the Ministry of AYUSH
are of special significance as they serve to set benchmarks for education in their
respective disciplines. These National Institutes had an extremely productive year,
and have come up with some significant achievements. The upgradation of National
Institute of Ayurveda (NIA), Jaipur is under way, and procurement of 1.37 acres of
land for building 2nd campus of NIA, Jaipur finalized. Simultaneously, the application
for Deemed to be University status has also been submitted by the Institute to UGC.

 

              The National Institute of Siddha (NIS), Chennai has taken some steps to
promote and revive the ancient practice of Varmam. A National Conference on
History of Varmam Science in Siddha system of medicine and exploring its
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therapeutic values was held in August 2019, with tremendous response from the
public and doctors. Varmam is found effective for many neurological, degenerative
and orthopedic conditions. NIS also compiled a “Text Book of Varmam Science”
containing comprehensive information on Varmam practice. The Institute has also
started a specialized OPD for Varmam.  During 2019, 10 significant research projects
on healthcare and disease conditions like chikungunya, psoriasis etc. have been
launched by the different National Institutes.

 

AYUSH Drugs Policy and related matters:

 

              The Regulation and Control of AYUSH Drugs, which is critical for ensuring
safety and efficacy of AYUSH Drugs continued to be a focus area during the year.
The important achievements in AYUSH Drugs Policy and related matters in 2019
were - A system for AYUSH Drug Control was formalized with the notifying 9
regulatory posts. This indicates the maturing of AYUSH Drug industry. India becomes
one among the few countries to have specialized Drug Regulation for Traditional &
Complementary Medicine;       E-Aushadhi Portal for online license applications was
strengthened by getting the State Licensing Authorities on-boarded. AYUSH
Medicines were included in the Jan Aushadi scheme. Essential Drug List of Ayurveda,
Siddha, Unani & Homoeopathy was updated and revised.

 

              The Central Sector Scheme of Pharmacovigilance for ASU&H drugs for
safety monitoring of Ayurveda, Siddha, Unani and Homoeopathy drugs and
surveillance of misleading advertisements in the print and electronic media was
intensified during the year. Grant-in-aid was sanctioned to establish a three tier
network consisting of National Pharmacovigilance Co-ordination Centre (NPvCC), five
Intermediary Pharmacovigilance Centres (IPvCs) and Peripheral Pharmacovigilance
Centres (PPvCs). 63 PPvCs have been established under the five Intermediary and
one National Centre. Reporting of adverse events caused due to consumption of
ASU&H drugs started from January 2019 and nearly 250 cases of adverse effects of
ASU&H drugs were reported in October 2019.

 

              The Pharmacopoeia Commission for Indian Medicine & Homoeopathy
(PCIM&H), Ghaziabad, an autonomous organization under the Ministry of AYUSH,
continued its efforts to refine the AYUSH Pharmacopoeias. The pharmacopoeias are
of special significance as they are official compendia of quality standards of the drugs
imported, manufactured for sale, stocked or exhibited for sale or distributed in India.
During 2019, PCIM&H released the following Pharmacopoeia Publications:

Unani: Released UPI, Part-II, Vol. IV containing monographs of 50 Unani formulations
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on Unani Day, 11th February 2019.

                         

              Homoeopathy: Homoeopathic Pharmaceutical Codex (e-copy) (45 drugs)
has been released on Homoeopathy Day.

 

              Pharmacopoeial Laboratory for Indian Medicine (PLIM) is another
subordinate office of the Ministry of AYUSH which was active in strengthening and
adding levels of sophistication to AYUSH practice. The major achievements of this
laboratory during 2019 were:

Completed 4 (four) training programme regarding drug enforcement officials/ Drug
Inspectors and Quality Control personnels in 2019-20.

Analysis of 40 SugandhitDravya submitted to APC in 2019-20.

Completed 2 (two) Survey tour for Medicinal Plant in 2019-20.

Participate 1 (one) National level Arogya Fair in Vasai (Mumbai) in August 2019.

Delegation from Bangladesh visited PLIM in August 2019.

 

Creation of awareness about AYUSH Systems:

 

              Creating awareness about AYUSH systems among the public is an
important mandate of the Ministry. One of the biggest achievements in this regard
was the successful conduct of the International Day of Yoga (IDY) 2019 on 21st June
2019. The Ministry succeeded in converting IDY into a mass-movement by adopting a
strategy of identifying hundreds of stake-holding institutions and collaborating with
them. The celebration of 5thInternational Yoga Day (IDY) 2019 was muchbigger in
scope and magnitude than in the past. The celebrations were spread not only in all
States and Districts of India, but also across 150foreign countries. The main national
event was held at the city of Ranchi,Jharkhand where  Prime Minister performed
Yoga along with nearly30,000 yoga sadhaks. Yoga Day events were held in many
iconic locationsacross the world including the Opera House in Sydney, Eiffel Tower in
Paris,the Washington Monument in Washington, the Cathedral of Brasilia in Brasilia,
the Saolin Temple in China, the Dead Sea and the base of MountEverest in Nepal.

 

              Nearly 100 Seminars and Workshops for the public were held in different
parts of the country on preventive and promotive aspects of AYUSH Healthcare by
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the Ministry and its Autonomous Bodies. In addition, nearly 50 patient education
camps were conducted by the AYUSH institutions of the Ministry. Similarly, ten major
Expos or Exhibitions on AYUSH themes were also held.

 

              The Ministry of AYUSH in collaboration with Amar Chitra Katha, Mumbai
published comic book named PROFESSOR AYUSHMAN: Comic Book for Children
on Medicinal Plants & their Medicinal values. Objective of the comic book is to
increase Knowledge and awareness about medicinal Plants, identifying different
types of Medicinal plants and their uses including growing them in gardens,
encourage students to use herbs in food, popularize the uses of commonly available
and frequently used herbal plants, conserve the associated traditional knowledge for
future generations, in a fun and practical way.

 

              Under the species specific campaign on Guduchi, called “Amrita for Life”11
projects were sanctioned on propagation of this plant which has immense ability to
improve the immune system and the body resistance against infection.

 

Globalisation of AYUSH Systems:

 

              The efforts to globalize the AYUSH Systems yielded notable success in
2019. At national & International levels many MoUs signed by the Ministry of AYUSH
and Institutions and Councils working under the MoA. These MoUs signified the
launch or intensification of joint efforts in research, education or other aspects of
AYUSH Systems.  The BIMSTEC nations with whom India shares excellent political
and social equations have agreed to jointly set up a BIMSTEC University of Ayurveda
and Traditional Medicine in India. On behalf of the Ministry of AYUSH, AIIA hosted
the Mekong-Ganga Cooperation (MGC) workshop on Traditional and Complementary
Medicine on 22nd October 2019.

 

              In another landmark development, the world’s two largest Traditional
Medicine Administrations collaborated for the benefit of the people of the two
countries by signing the MoU between India and China on 12th August 2019.

 

              MoUs signed by the All India Institute of Ayurveda (AIIA) during the year-
2019 included - College of Medicine, UK on 18-20 April, 2019; MoU with Spaulding
Rehabilitation Hospital, USA; Frankfurt Biotechnology Innovation Center, Frankfurt,
Germany for research collaboration in the field of Ayurveda on 31st October, 2019;



Page 222

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Western Sydney University (WSU), Australia on 21st November, 2019 at Ministry of
AYUSH.

 

Induction of IT into AYUSH Sector:

 

              During the year, the Ministry also took up a future-oriented initiative, namely,
that of induction of IT into the AYUSH Sector. Named the AYUSH Grid Project, this
envisages setting up an IT backbone covering all the silos of the sector. The PM had
lauded the AYUSH Grid Project of the Ministry and underlined the need to harness
Information Technology to bring about a transformation in the AYUSH Sector. The
Ministry was able to implement many significant steps during this year in harnessing
IT for transformation of the Sector. These include:

 

(i)The newly implemented AYUSH-Health Information System has been up-scaled to
cover all the Units of the Central Research Councils.

 

(ii) An MoU with Ministry of Electronics &IT for comprehensive support in IT Projects
was signed, and under it, BISAG Ahmedabad and NeGD New Delhi have started
supporting the Ministry’s IT projects.

 

(iii) A Monitoring Dashboard broadly covering all activities of the Ministry has been set
up.

 

(iv) Portals dedicated to IDY 2019 and Pharmacopia Commission.

 

(v) Standardised Terminologies for Ayurveda, Siddha and Unani systems, have been
finalised, facilitating their future inclusion in the International Classification of
Diseases (ICD) of the WHO were codified. This would further pave the way for the
globalisation of these systems.

 

(v) Launched Yogalocator mobile app to support the public in finding nearby locations
for Yoga training,
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-12-25

‘GOOD GOVERNANCE INDEX’ LAUNCHED BY MOS (PP)
DR JITENDRA SINGH ON ‘GOOD GOVERNANCE DAY’
TODAY

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency & Accountability
including Right to Information and Citizen Charter

Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions

‘Good Governance Index’ launched by MoS (PP) Dr Jitendra
Singh on ‘Good Governance Day’ today

Good Governance Index has been scientifically designed
on various parameters of governance: Dr Jitendra Singh

15th edition of Central Secretariat Manual of Office
Procedure (CSMOP) released

Handbook for Retiring Central Government Employees and
Smart Card facility for Department Canteen of DoPT
launched

Posted On: 25 DEC 2019 3:51PM by PIB Delhi

The MoS (PP) Dr Jitendra Singh launched the ‘Good Governance Index’ at an event organized
by the Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions, on the occasion of Good
Governance Day, here today. The Good Governance Day is observed on the birth anniversary
of former Prime Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee. On the occasion, the Minister also launched
the 15th edition of Central Secretariat Manual of Office Procedure (CSMOP). He released the
Handbook for the Retiring Central Government Employees and the Smart Card facility for
Department Canteen of DoPT. The MoS (PP) also released a booklet on major
initiatives/achievements of DoPT and Strategic Initiatives of Department of Pensions and
Pensioners Welfare (DoPPW).
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Speaking on the occasion, Dr Jitendra Singh said that Good Governance Index has been
scientifically designed on various parameters of governance. He said that it has been designed
keeping in mind the citizen-centricity, which is the prime mantra of Government led by PM Shri
Narendra Modi. He added that GGI would also seek to determine the status of governance as it
exists today and it will provide reference threshold for future also. Dr Jitendra Singh said that
documentation of good governance index is our effort in the direction to carry forward Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s vision for good governance.

The Minister said that good governance initiatives by the Government draw inspiration from
former PM Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayeeji. He added that good governance initiatives are being
replicated not only by the states in India, but also by the other countries. He added that many
regional conferences have been organized by the DARPG in different parts across India to
replicate good governance practices. The Minister said that Smart Card launched for DoPT
canteen today is also a step towards cashless transactions and digitisation.
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Addressing on the occasion, Secretary, DoPT & DARPG, Dr. C. Chandramouli said that these
measures reflect that the Ministry is equipping the employees to understand how to use digital
platforms in functioning. He added that Government is also committed to the welfare of its ex-
employees and it is taken care by the Department of Pension and Pensioners Welfare.

The Additional Secretary, DARPG, Shri V. Srinivas said that the GGI has been developed for the
first time by the Government. He said that CSMOP launched today reflects the Ministry’s
commitment towards digitization and to shift towards Digital Secretariat. He also mentioned
about good governance initiatives for replication such as Shillong Declaration, Jammu Ghoshna,
Sahyog Sankalp and Nagpur Resolution, among others.

The EO & AS (DoPT) Shri P. K. Tripathi, Secretary (Legislative Department) Shri G. Narayana
Raju, Secretary (Post), Shri Pradipta Kumar Bisoi, AS (DoNER) Shri Indewar Pandey and senior
officers were also present on the occasion.
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The Good Governance Index is a uniform tool across States to assess the Status of Governance
and impact of various interventions taken up by the State Government and UTs. The objectives
of GGI are to provide quantifiable data to compare the state of governance in all states and UTs,
enable states and UTs to formulate and implement suitable strategies for improving governance
and shift to result oriented approaches and administration. Various principles have been kept in
mind while selecting the indicators, i.e. it should be easy to understand & calculate, citizen-
centric & result driven, leading to improved results and applicable to all states and UTs, among
others. Various consultation meetings were held with the stakeholders, including consultations
with sector experts, ministries, states & UTs.

The GGI takes into consideration ten sectors: 1). Agriculture and Allied Sectors, 2). Commerce
& Industries, 3). Human Resource Development, 4). Public Health, 5). Public Infrastructure &
Utilities, 6). Economic Governance, 7). Social Welfare & Development, 8). Judicial & Public
Security, 9). Environment and 10). Citizen-Centric Governance. These ten Governance Sectors
are measured on total 50 indicators. Difference indicators are given different weightage under
one Governance Sector to calculate the value. E.g. Under Agriculture & Allied Sector, there are
6 indicators with different weightage, namely: Growth rate of agriculture and allied sector (0.4),
growth rate of food grains production (0.1), growth rate of horticulture produce (0.1), growth rate
of milk production (0.1), growth rate of meat production (0.1) and crop insurance (0.2). The
states and UTs are divided into three groups: a). Big States, b). North-East & Hill States and c).
UTs. The states and UTs are ranked on all indicators separately, at the same time composite
ranking is also calculated for these states and UTs under their respective groups based upon
these indicators.

Central Secretariat Manual of Office Procedure (CSMOP): The 1st CSMOP was published in
1955 and has been updated from time to time. The last edition (14th edition) was published in
2015. To meet the requirements of digital environment, DARPG has brought out 15th edition of
CSMOP which integrates conventional office practices with e-office. Presently, more than 90%
ministr ies have adopted e-off ice and 14,56,739 f i les are running in about 84
Ministries/Departments through e-office. In total. 57 ministries/departments have achieved
desired target of 80% and above in e-office. The draft CSMOP was circulated to all
ministries/departments and their views were incorporated in it. The main features of the
CSMOP, which enables the march towards the digital Secretariat, are as follows: A new chapter
on e-Office digitization framework that provides guidelines for scanning, entry and storage of
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data,  provision of Virtual Private Network for officers of the rank of DS and above following
scrutiny safeguards, provision for DSC to dealing officers and above rank officers, knowledge
management provides the details regarding maintenance of Standing Guard Files, Standing
Note, Induction Material etc, which helps in smooth disposal of work and decision making
chapter provides list of various website and their links. The definitions have been categorised as
Glossary and given at the end of CSMOP and the paragraphs are numbered chapter wise.

The Department of Pension & Pensioners’ Welfare has brought out a Handbook for Retiring
Central Government Employee, including All India Service Officers, to make them, as well as
their families, aware of their entitlements and various procedural formalities with respect to their
retirement benefits. The Department has brought out a compendium on pension related orders
issued during 2018-19 which contains important orders which inter-alia include:- Amendment of
Rule 38 of CCS (Pension) Rule to grant Invalid Pension to even those Government Employees
who retire on medical ground with a qualifying service of less than 10 years, Revision of pension
of pre-2006 pensioners who retired in 5th CPC scale of Rs.6500-10500, w.r.t. higher grade pay
of Rs.4600/- (instead of Rs.4200/-) as applicable to serving employees, Grant of two family
pensions to reemployed pensioners for two different spells of service – one under CCS
(Pension) Rules and the other under EOP Rules.

Based on the Root Cause Analysis of grievances and as a step towards Good Governance,
DoP&PW has planned certain initiatives to be acted upon during 2019-24. These initiatives
include Review & Rationalization of Pension Rules, 1972, promotion of Digital Life Certificate, e-
PPO and its integration with Digi Locker, Real-Time Monitoring of Family Pension of CAPF
Martyrs. The Department has accordingly also brought out a brief booklet on these initiatives.

Please click here for presentation on GOOD GOVERNANCE INDEX.

*********

RCJ/NK
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YEAR ENDER REVIEW OF THE MINISTRY OF RURAL
DEVELOPMENT

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Ministry of Rural Development

Year Ender Review of the Ministry of Rural Development

Posted On: 24 DEC 2019 5:58PM by PIB Delhi

The mandate of Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD) is sustainable and inclusive
growth of rural India by increasing livelihoods opportunities, providing social safety
and developing rural infrastructure. The five major rural development themes around
which the current flagship Programmes of MoRD are centered are as follows:

 

i) Rural Housing (through Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana – Gramin)

 

ii) Rural Employment (through Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme)

 

iii) Rural Connectivity (through Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana)

 

iv) Rural Livelihood (through Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana – National Rural
Livelihoods Mission)

 

v) Rural Skilling (through Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana
and Rural Self Employment Training Institutes)

 

Apart from the above, the National Social Assistance Programme (NSAP), Shyama
Prasad Mukherjee RURBAN Mission (SPMRM) and Saansad Adarsh Gram Yojana
(SAGY) are other important Programmes of MoRD. The Department is implementing
programmes based on the evidence based selection of poor households as per the
deprivation criteria of Socio Economic Census (SECC, 2011) data. MoRD is
committed towards creating livelihoods opportunities in farm and nonfarm sectors,
improved road connectivity, forward and backward linkages for higher economic
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returns, greater visibility of women across the supply chain, housing for all in the rural
areas with provision of lavatories and electricity and higher order federations of
women for establishing rural micro enterprises which propels the economic growth of
the rural India.

 

Pradhan Mantri Gram SadakYojana (PMGSY)

Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY), launched on 25th December, 2000
for providing connectivity by way of a single all weather road to the eligible
unconnected habitations as per core-network with a population of 500 persons in
plain areas, and 250 persons & above in respect of special category states like NE,
Sikkim, HP, J&K & Uttarakhand, desert areas, tribal & backward districts. The
programme also provides for upgradation of the existing 'Through Routes' and ‘Major
Rural Links’ (MRL).
 

Brief Details of the Initiatives of PMGSY:

Government approved phase-III of PMGSY for consolidation of 1,25,000 Km
Through Routes and Major Rural Links connecting habitations, inter-alia, to
Gramin Agricultural Markets (GrAMs), Higher Secondary Schools and Hospitals.

i.

Programme guidelines issued and software developed. Training workshops
organized for 13 States targeted for transition to PMGSY-III during 2019-20. It is
expected to sanction 15,000 Km by March, 2020.

ii.

36,037 Km road length has been constructed and 5,952 habitations have been
provided connectivity so far during current year.

iii.

E-marg software for maintenance of roads has been developed and is being
rolled out in all States.

iv.

 

Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana (DDU-GKY) and Rural Self
Employment Training Institutes (RSETIs)

 

Ministry of Rural Development is implementing two welfare schemes in the field of
skill development for rural poor youth under the National Rural Livelihoods Mission
(NRLM) as follows:-

Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana (DDU-GKY) which is a
placement linked skill development program for wage employment.

1.

Skill development through Rural Self Employment and Training Institutes
(RSETIs) enabling a trainee to take bank credit and start his/her own Micro-
enterprise. Some such trainees may also seek regular salaried jobs. 

2.
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Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Grameen Kaushalya Yojana (DDU-GKY):1.
 

Currently DDU GKY is being implemented in 27 States and 3 Union Territories and
with 641 training partners in 1624 active training centre across the country. Training is
being imparted in 52 sectors covering 526 trades through 1414 ongoing projects as
on date. During the current calendar year i.e 2019 (from 1.1.2019 to 20.12.2019),
2.29 lakhs candidates have been trained and 1.39 lakh candidates have been placed
across the country.

 

Rural Self Employment Training Institutes (RSETIs):2.
 

Currently there are 585 functional RSETIs  in the Country. At present, RSETIs offer
training in  61 vocations classified under four major areas viz. agriculture, processing,
product manufacture and general entrepreneurship development programme. During
the current calendar year i.e 2019 (from 1.1.2019 to 20.12.2019), 262570 candidates
have been trained and 143702 candidates have been settled across the country. 

 

Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana – National Rural Livelihoods Mission

(DAY-NRLM)

 

Launched in 2011, the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana- National Rural
Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM) aims at mobilizing about 9 crore rural poor
households into Self Help Groups (SHGs) in a phased manner and provide them
long-term support such that they diversify their livelihoods, improve their incomes
and quality of life.

1.

 

All “automatically included” households and all households with “at least
one deprivation” as per the Socio Economic and Caste Census (SECC) 2011
data constitute the target group of DAY-NRLM. The list of the rural poor is also
validated by Participatory Identification of the Poor (PIP) which is further vetted
by the Gram Sabha.

1.

 

The major components of the DAY-NRLM are: Promotion of sustainable
institutions of the poorEnsuring access to financial servicesPromote diversified

1.
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livelihoods opportunities for the poor, in farm and non- farm sectors.Promotion of
skill development and access to jobsPromotion of social inclusion, social
development and human development

 

The key achievements made under the Mission is furnished below: -
Geographical Coverage: The Mission has covered 5894 blocks spread over
646 districts across 29 States and 5 UTs under the intensive strategy up to
Oct’19.

1.

 

Social Mobilization/Institution Building: More than 6.47 crore women have
been mobilized into 58.7 lakh Self-Help Groups (SHGs) up to Oct’

1.

19. During the year 2019-20, up to October, 19; about 67.9 lakh women
have been mobilized in to 6.55 lakh SHGs against the target of mobilizing

93.66 lakh women into 8.10 lakh SHGs.

 

Social Capital: Community driven approach is central to the Mission's
implementation strategy. As on date, more than 2.50 lakh Community
Resource Persons have been trained on multiple interventions. This
includes more than 38,032 trained Krishi Sakhi and Pashu Sakhi who
provide last mile livelihoods extension services.

1.

 

Capitalization Support: During FY 2019-20, capitalization support of nearly
Rs.743.1 crore have been provided to SHGs and its federations upto Oct,
19. Cumulatively, about Rs.8334.7 crore has been provided as
capitalization support under the Mission.

1.

 

SHG-Bank Linkage: More than Rs.2.59 lakh crore of bank credit has been
accessed by the SHGs since 2013-14. As on date, outstanding bank loans
are to the tune of Rs.88,345 crore against the target of Rs.100986 crore for
FY 2019-20.

1.

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme

(MGNREGS)

The Ministry has been working towards enhancing water conservation in rural areas
through various interventions under Mahatma Gandhi NREGS. In the last six months,
two major programmes- Jal Shakti Abhiyan (JSA) and 100 Days Programme-
completion of Natural Resource Management (NRM) works were launched to
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augment the focus on taking up water related works. These programmes ensured
time-bound mission-mode impetus on water conservation.

 

Achievements under Mahatma Gandhi NREGA for the Year 2019

 

S l .
No.

THEME/ACTIVITY
Achievements  (01 .01 .2019  to
17.12.2019)

1 Person-days Generated 249.65 crore

2 Fund released to States/UTs Rs. 65,961 crore

3 Women Participation 56%

4 Rate of Completion of Works 74.96 lakh works completed

5 Job card verification 53.18 lakh Job Cards verified

6

SECURE
( S o f t w a r e  f o r  E s t i m a t e
Calculation Using Rural Rates
for Employment)

SECURE has greatly benefitted in
creating a transparent system for
according administrative approval and
techn ica l  sanc t ion .  Now,  f i e ld
funct ionaries can track, remove
obstacles and speed up whole process
of workf low. SECURE has been
implemented 24 States and 3 UTs
across 595 districts.

 

Key initiatives taken up during the Year 2019:

To lay emphasis on water related works, special drive was taken up under Jal
Shakti Abhiyan  and 1,220 water stressed blocks were targeted for water
conservation in a project mode from 1st July to 15th September, 2019 (Phase I)
and 1st October to 30th November, 2019 (Phase II). An expenditure of Rs.
3,158.91 crore was incurred in completion of 3.12 lakh works.

●

A 100 Days programme for Completion of NRM Works was also taken up. A
focused approach was followed for enhancing implementation of water related
works across all the rural blocks from 5th July to 15th October, 2019. 12.47 lakh
works were completed. 

●

The Ministry has initiated an integrated holistic planning of the Gram Panchayats
based on watershed development using GIS approach. So far, plans for 12,365
GPs have been designed in a saturation mode for three-years planning.

●

 

Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana – Gramin (PMAY-G)
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In the context of Government’s priority for “Housing for All” by 2022, the erstwhile
rural housing scheme has been restructured into Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana –
Gramin (PMAY-G), which came into effect from 1st April, 2016.

 

PMAY-G aims to provide a pucca house with basic amenities to all houseless
households and households living in kutcha and dilapidated house by 2022.The
target number of houses to be constructed by the year 2021-22, to achieve the
objective of “Housing for All” is 2.95 Crore which is proposed to be achieved in
phases. In the first phase 1.00 crore houses were taken up for construction in 3 years
i.e., 2016-17 to 2018-19 and in the second phase 1.95 crore houses would be taken
up for construction in 3 years i.e., 2019-20 to 2021-22. PMAY-G enables construction
of quality houses by the beneficiaries using local materials, designs and trained
masons. For houses to become homes, adoption of a habitat approach through
convergence is proposed.

Main features / initiatives under the scheme

Unit assistance Rs.1,20,000 in plain areas and Rs.1,30,000 in hilly states/difficult
areas/IAP districts.

I.

 

In addition to the unit assistance, the beneficiaries through convergence with
Swachh Bharat Mission and MGNREGA would be provided the following :-

II.

Rs.12,000/- as assistance for construction of toileta.

Unskilled wages of 90 /95 person days for construction of houseb.
 

III. Ensuring Transparency through●

 

Identification of beneficiaries

 

Identification of beneficiaries based on housing deprivation parameters as per
Socio-Economic and Caste Census (SECC) 2011 data after due verification by
Gram Sabha.Out of a total of 4.04 crore households found to be eligible as per
SECC 2011 data, 2.50 crore households have been found eligible for getting
assistance under PMAY-G after due verification by Gram Sabha as on 17th
December, 2019.

1.
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Use of comprehensive E and M- Governance solutions

Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT): Under PMAY-G, the assistance to
beneficiaries is to be transferred electronically through the AwaasSoft-
PFMS platform. This ensured seamless transfer of funds electronically into
the Bank/Post Office account of each beneficiary through Fund Transfer
Order (FTO).  During the year 2019-20 (as on 17th December, 2019), a total
of 9.01 lakh FTOs amounting to Rs.29,000.76 crore have been generated
involving 79.78 lakh beneficiaries.

a.

Evidence based monitoring of house construction using Mobile
Application: Capturing and uploading geo-tagged, time stamped
photographs of the house at various stages of construction has been made
mandatory for sanction and release of assistance to the beneficiaries. The
mobile application “Awaasapp” developed for capturing the different
stages of construction of houses has reduced the time of verification.  As
on as on 17th December, 2019, 10.33 crore images have been captured and
5.32 crore images have been approved after due inspection.

b.

 

IV. Real time convergence with other schemes●

 

Real time web link has been developed with NREGASoft to allow auto creation of
a NREGA work against each PMAY-G house sanctioned. This ensures that a
beneficiary is able to claim his/her entitlement of 90/95 days of paid unskilled
labour for construction of PMAY-G house under convergence with MGNREGA

i.

 

The guideline of the scheme of Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY)
implemented by Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas have been modified
wherein beneficiary of PMAY-G is eligible for getting free LPG connection under
the scheme. IN order to ensure real time convergence, the data of the
beneficiaries of PMAY-G whose houses have been completed or nearing
completion is being shared with Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas through
web services so that all the beneficiaries of PMAY-G are provided free LPG
connection.

ii.

 

 

Other initiativesV.

Release of Social Audit Guidelines: The guidelines for Social Audit in
PMAY-G have been prepared in consultation with National Institute of Rural

a.
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Development and Panchayati Raj (NIRD&PR). The same were released on
13th November 2019 by Hon’ble Minister of State for Rural Development.
The States/UTs have initiated the process of conducting social audit of the
scheme in the Gram Panchayats as per the guidelines issued.

 

Release of Standard Operation Procedure (SoP) in respect of Unwilling
Beneficiary of PMAY-G: The SoP had been prepared in consultation with all
the States / UTs and have been issued by MoRD on 13.12.2019. The SoP
covers almost all scenarios where the beneficiary is unable to construct
his/her PMAY-G house due to reasons such as permanent migration,
beneficiary not traceable, beneficiary residing in reserved forests, to name
a few. The guidelines also detail out the actions to be taken by the State,
District and Block agencies in such cases.

b.

Celebration of Awaas Diwas: Hon’ble Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra
Modi released the Framework For Implementation (FFI) of PMAY-G and
formally launched the scheme on 20th November, 2016 in Agra, U.P. Since
then, every year, 20th November is celebrated as Awaas Diwas nation-wide.
In present year also on 20th November, 2019, all the states/UTs celebrated
Awaas Diwas or Awaas Saptah with zeal and enthusiasm wherein various
activities were undertaken with active participation from the beneficiaries
of PMAY-G. Some of the common activities include:

c.

 

Sensitization of beneficiaries about PMAY-G viz. number of installments in which
assistance is provided to beneficiary, availability of different housing designs
available in that area, awareness about mason training program and availability
of trained masons.

i.

Organizing interaction of PMAY-G beneficiaries with local banks to facilitate loan
to beneficiaries of PMAY-G.

ii.

Organizing Bhoomi Pooja, Grehpravesh in presence of state dignitaries.iii.
 

Financial Reconciliation Module and Admin Module: Administrative Fund
Management System i.e. Admin Module has been developed to track the
flow of admin funds till end user level through AwaasSoft. This module
also helps in tracking activity-wise flow of admin funds.

d.

 

Further, to rectify discrepancies in the financial progress reports of AwaasSoft
and to ensure accounting compliance, Financial Reconciliation Module has
been developed.

These modules were made mandatory to use with effect from 1st September
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2019.

 

House Quality Review Application - Geo-tagged photographs of the PMAY-
G houses at different stages of construction including completion are
being captured in AwaasSoft. MoRD with the help of NIC has developed a
“House quality review application” in AwaasSoft to review the quality of
the houses using the captured geo-tagged photographs.

e.

 

National Awards: Every year Ministry organizes National Awards ceremony
towards the year-end wherein the Hon’ble Minister of Rural Development in
presence of the other dignitaries of MoRD, awards trophies and certificates
to the best performing States, Districts and Blocks for various MoRD
schemes including PMAY-G. Also, individual awards and certificates are
given to officials / functionaries from State, District, Block and Panchayat
for their contribution towards the implementation of PMAY-G. This year
also, National Awards Distribution function was held on 19th December,
2019 wherein Awards were presented to various categories in respect of
PMAY-G.

f.

 

Workshop with building materials manufacturers and suppliers’
association for ensuring Sustained availability of good quality construction
materials- The enormous housing targets under PMAY-G demands a huge
supply of construction materials which may lead to its scarcity, resulting in
an increase in the cost of the materials and supply of degraded materials
to meet the demand. The issue of sustained availability of good quality
construction materials is being approached by the MoRD from both
demand and supply side. With this background, a workshop was organized
with building materials manufacturers and suppliers’ association to
augment sustained availability of good quality construction materials
under PMAY-G on 17th July 2019.

g.

 

Updation of Permanent Wait List : Requests have been received from
States / UTs with regard to inclusion of those households who though
eligible for assistance under PMAY-G as per the parameters specified
under SECC-2011, but have not been included in the list of eligible
beneficiaries. Since a provision in this regard already exists in the
Framework for Implementation of PMAY-G, Ministry of Rural Development
has developed Mobile Application “Awaas+”, as well as a module in
AwaasSoft to capture details of such beneficiaries. Last date for

h.
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completion of this exercise was 7th March, 2019. Ministry has already
constituted a Committee of Experts for analysis of the data captured using
mobile application “Awaas+” so as to arrive at the most logical
methodology to identify and including the most deserving households in
the PWL for aiding under PMAY-G.

 

Mason Trainingi.

One of the major initiatives of Minisry of Rural Development in the direction of
improving the quality of PMAY-G houses and providing livelihood opportunities has
been towards ensuring ‘Skill Development of Rural Masons’. This is being done
through a formal mechanism of training, assessment and certification. Ministry of
Rural has developed Rural Mason Qualification Pack (QP) in consultation with
Construction Skill Development Council of India (CSDCI) and got it approved by
National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC). As on 1st December, 2019, a total of
90,469 have been enrolled for mason training out of which 79,680 have been
assessed and 54,990 have been certified under rural mason training programme

 

House Design Typologiesj.

Department of Rural Development in this direction in collaboration with UNDP and
IIT, Delhi had taken up studies in 18 States viz., West Bengal, Assam, Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, Sikkim, Manipur, Chattisgarh, Tripura, Meghalaya,
Maharashtra, Bihar, Odisha, Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Mizoram, and Rajasthan. The states have been divided into different housing zones
which have been identified on the basis of local materials and technologies,
vulnerability to disasters / hazards, livelihood aspects linked to housing designs and
existing community skills.  The housing zones identified in a State also took into
consideration the prevailing socio-cultural practices. Different house design
typologies that are suitable for different housing zones have been identified for the
above States. A Compendium titled 'Pahal' comprising of 106 identified house design
typologies has also been compiled by the MoRD. The compendium aims to provide
government decision makers, engineers engaged in PMAY-G implementation,
Panchayats, masons and potential beneficiary households with wider range of
options related to designs, materials and technologies for implementation of PMAY-
G.

House design typologies have also been developed by Gujarat, Arunachal Pradesh,
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Punjab & Tamil Nadu. States/ UTs are encouraged to
adopt design typologies compiled in 'Pahal' and/ or developed by the States.

 

Demonstration houses based on house design typologies are constructed in
the States of Tripura, Sikkim and Maharashtra.
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Regional Workshops on “Sharing of Best Practices”: Regional workshops
for sharing of best practices were organized for Northern, Eastern,
Western, North-Eastern and Southern States. The objective of the
workshop was to

k.

 

Inculcate and adopt best practices: During these workshops all the
participant states share the best practices adopted by the States to
improves scheme implementation.

i.

Address open issues and challenges: Officials from various divisons of
MoRD and other related Central Government Departments like National
Informatics Centre (NIC), Internal Finance Division (IFD), Public Finance
Management System (PFMS), Construction Skill Development Council
(CSDC), Chief Controller of Accounts (CCA) also accompanied during
these workshops held at various locations across India. The purpose is to
address issues raised by the participant States / UTs and try to solve
maximum issues on the on the spot.

ii.

The Regional Workshops were held at the following places.iii.
 

S. No. Region Participating States
Date and Place
of Conduct

 1. North
Haryana,  H imacha l  Pradesh,
Jammu &  Kashm i r ,  Pun jab ,
Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh

29th – 30th July
2 0 1 9 ,
Uttarakhand

 2. East
Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha, West
Bengal,  Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh

8th – 9th August
2019, Madhya
Pradesh

 3. West
Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Gujarat,
Goa, Daman & Diu and Dadra and
Nagar Haveli

1 9 t h  –  2 0 t h

S e p t e m b e r
2019, Daman &
Diu

 4.
N o r t h -
East

Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya,
M a n i p u r ,  A s s a m ,  M i z o r a m ,
Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura

2 3 r d  –  2 4 t h

October 2019,
Mizoram

 5. South
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil  Nadu,
Kerala, Karnataka, Andaman &
Nicobar Islands and Lakshadweep

1 1 t h  –  1 2 t h

November 2019,
Kerala
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VI. Achievements●

 

Progress in PMAY-G

Parameter Achievement (in lakhs)

 
P h a s e - 1
(2016-19)

Phase-2
(2019)

Cumulative

Total Target 99.99 60.00 159.99

Target allocated 99.99 51.05 151.04

Registrations 113.72 40.02 153.74

Geo-tagged 108.34 37.11 145.46

Sanctions 97.90 39.79 137.69

No.  o f  1s t  ins ta lments
released

96.72 34.76 131.48

No. of  2nd  insta lments
released

91.69 13.58 105.28

No.  o f  3 rd  ins ta lments
released

87.03 4.46 91.50

Completions 85.89 3.06 88.95

                                                         (taken from Awaas Soft MIS, as on 16th Dec
2019)

 

Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban Mission (SPMRM)

 

Background:1.
 

i. Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban Mission (SPMRM) is focused on
comprehensive development of 300 clusters spread across 29 States and 6
Union Territories of the country. These clusters are identified in rural regions
displaying potential for economic growth through presence of thematic livelihood
activities, increasing population and non-farm employment. The Mission is being
implemented with an aim to transform these clusters by focusing on developing
skills, strengthening economic activities and provision of crucial basic
infrastructure amenities in an equitable and time-bound manner. ‘Integrated
Cluster Action Plans (ICAPs) comprising all these components are prepared for
every cluster.

●
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Achievements of Shyama Prasad Mukherji Rurban Mission (SPMRM)

9 Empowered Committee meetings were organized under the guidance of Joint
Secretary (PP&M)

●

56 nos. of Integrated Cluster Action Plans (ICAPs) from 17 States and 2 UTs
were presented before the EC and approved by the Ministry

●

113 DPRs from States/UTs have submitted to Ministry●

1 Cluster have been submitted by 1 State and approved by the Ministry●

Rs. 197.91 crore has been released to States/UTs as 1st instalment of CGF●

Rs. 87.51.14 crore has been released to States as 2nd instalment of CGF●

Guidelines for Spatial Planning of Rurban Clusters have been finalized & a
National Workshop was organized to brainstorm on this framework was organized
on 24th February 2019.

●

An Experience sharing National workshop was organized with elected members
in New Delhi in June to showcase the works being done under the mission. The
meeting was attended by more than 275 participants which includes over 80
elected representatives from the States and Union Territories

●

Seven Cluster have initiated the process of draft spatial plan and have prepared a
preliminary spatial plan. A workshop was conducted to review the Spatial plan
prepared by five States and for finalization data design standards was held on
30th and 31st October 2019

●

RurbanSoft MIS Portal was developed to digitalize the monitoring of the scheme.
States/UTs are pursued to enter the data related to approved Clusters, ICAPs,
Detailed Project Reports (DPRs) & Monthly Progress Reports (MPRs) online. As
on 17th December 2019, 268 ICAPs, 283 Clusters and 82DPRs freezed in
RurbanSoft

●

PFMS integration with MIS portal for payment to vendors to simplify fund flow
mechanism is being executed

●

 

Saansad Adarsh Gram Yojana (SAGY)

 

Saansad Adarsh Gram Yojana (SAGY), a pathbreaking initiative in rural development
was launched by the Hon’ble Prime Minister on 11 October 2014 with the objective of
creating ‘Adarsh Grams’ across the country. The scheme Guidelines for SAGY-I
(2014-19) called upon the Hon’ble Members of Parliament to make one Gram
Panchayat of their choice, a Model Village by 2016, and another two by 2019. From
2019, under SAGY-II (2014-19) each Member of Parliament during his/her tenure
may develop five model villages (one per year) in his/her area till 2024. The Hon’ble
MPs adopted 1733 Gram Panchayats under Saansad Adarsh Gram Yojana across
the country as of 16 December 2019. These ‘Adarsh Grams’ serve as ‘nucleus of
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health, cleanliness, greenery and cordiality’ within the village community becoming
schools of local development and governance, inspiring neighbouring Gram
Panchayats.

 

Towards holistic development, the Gram Panchayats under the guidance of Hon’ble
MPs, follow a structured process of environment creation, social mobilisation,
resource mapping and participatory development planning. They prepare Village
Development Plans (VDP) containing prioritised time-bound projects to achieve
holistic progress of the village, through the convergence of resources. So far, total
number of GPs identified by Hon’ble MPs is 1493 under SAGY-I and 240 under
SAGY-II. VDPs have been prepared by 1330 Gram Panchayats containing 70,237
activities of which implementation of 43,615 (62%) activities have already been
completed under SAGY-I.

 

National Social Assistance Programme (NSAP)

 

National social assistance programme (NSAP) is targeted at any such person who
has little or no regular means of subsistence from his/her own source of income or
financial support from family members or other sources, to be identified by
States/UTs. With the objective of providing basic level of financial support, NSAP
covers a total of 2.84 crore beneficiaries. Funds amounting to Rs. 3633.30 Crore
(40%) havealso been released to the States/UT’s. At present NSAP includes five sub-
schemes as its components – IGNOAPS, IGNWPS, IGNDPS, NFBS, Annuparna.

 

Achievement under NSAP scheme in 2019

As on 30.11.2019, An amount of Rs. 6000.00 Crore released to States/UTs for
disbursement of benefit to all the eligible beneficiaries under schemes of NSAP.

●

During the year 2019, 2.84 crore beneficiaries benefitted under the schemes of
NSAP.

●

Total 13 Crore Digital Transactions reported by the States/UTs under the NSAP
schemes.

●

Data of all beneficiaries of NSAP schemes has been digitized over NSAP portal.●

Biometric Aadhaar authentication and Annual Life Certificate (Jivan -Praman)
system, e-pramaan has been started.

●

Social Audit is a concept that has become popular and relevant in the context of
good governance.  It is an important tool to empower people and ensure their
participation in implementation of a scheme. To conduct social audit, Guidelines
and SoP are released.

●
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Pilot on Social Audit is successfully completed in 05 States and the same has
been started in 10 States.

●

 

 

********

 

APS/AS

(Release ID: 1597435) Visitor Counter : 330

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



Page 245

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-12-25

YEAR END REVIEW: DEPARTMENT OF ATOMIC
ENERGY

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Department of Atomic Energy

Year End Review: Department of Atomic Energy

Posted On: 24 DEC 2019 1:15PM by PIB Delhi

The major policies and programmes by the Department of Atomic Energy (DAE)
during the year 2019 are given below:

 

Nuclear Power Programme:i.
 

Kaiga Atomic Power Station (KGS-1) has set the world record of 962 days of
continuous operation.

❍

Tarapur Atomic Power Station Units (TAPS 1 &2), connected to the grid in April
and May 1969, have completed 50 years of safe operation. TAPS- 1&2 are
currently the oldest operating power reactors in the world, producing reliable
power at about two rupees per unit.

❍

At present there are 22 reactors with installed capacity of 6780 MWe operating
above 80% plant load factor in the country.

❍

Six Pressurised Heavy Water Reactors (PHWRs) of 700 MWe capacity each are
at different stages of construction which would add 4200 MWe.

❍

Four VVER reactors (KKNPP-3 to 6), each with 1000 MWe capacity are under
construction.

❍

Nuclear Fuel Complex (NFC), has completed supply of 37 element fuel bundles to
Kakarapar Atomic Power Plant (KAPP3), first 700MWe PHWR, towards initial
core requirement by establishing fabrication facility for 37 element fuel bundle
manufacture.

❍

 

Medicine and Health Care:ii.
 

Tata Memorial Centre (TMC), has commissioned new hospitals and has catered
to the needs of more than half a million patients in 2019, among which, ~1,25,000
are new patients.

❍
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DAE has launched a global cancer care network, “NCG-Vishwam Cancer Care
Connect” (NCG-Vishwam 3C) on 17th September 2019. NCG-Vishwam
envisages integration of the hospitals and relevant cancer care institutes in
partner countries with the National Cancer Grid (NCG) of India.

❍

 

About 120 nuclear medicine centers and more than 400 radioimmunoassay (RIA)
laboratories are deriving the benefit from the indigenous radioisotope products.
This has benefited more than 10 lakh patients.

❍

 

World’s first of its kind Glass vitrified Cesium pencil, extracted from high level
radioactive waste for blood irradiation application has been developed and 7 such
blood irradiators have been supplied to hospitals.

❍

 

Ready to use 4 new Radiopharmaceuticals viz. 99mTc- HYNIC TATE injection for
imaging of Neuro-endocrinetumours, 188Re-HEDP Cold Kit for bone pain
palliation, 177Lu-EDTMP injection for bone pain palliation and 131 Iodine-
Lipiodol injection for treatment of liver. These are in addition to 14 varieties of
medicinal radioisotopes/radiopharmaceutical products developed and supplied for
diagnostics, therapeutics and palletic use.

❍

 

Clinical grade Yttrium-90 in 90Y-Acetate form has been extracted from high level
waste trials for Patient trials have been started, subsequent to regulatory
clearances.

❍

 

Research & Developmentiii.
 

ECIL has successfully delivered latest model M3 EVMs – 3.3 lakh units &
VVPATs – 5.8 lakh units for General Elections 2019.

❍

 

Apsara-U, an upgraded swimming pool type reactor, has demonstrated that, it
can produce carrier free Cu-64 radioisotope, which has potential for usage in PET
scans.

❍

 

A Compact facility for Reprocessing of Advanced fuels (CORAL) has been
relicensed by the regulatory authority up to 2023, and the 50th reprocessing

❍
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campaign of FBTR spent fuel is in progress.
 

Developed kit for detection of Chromium contamination of water -Developed a
simple, user friendly, quick and cost effective kit for onsite determination of Cr
(VI), a carcinogenic compound in water. This kit meets IS10500 as well as EPA
criterion.

❍

 

Many of our research facilities, including Synchrotron, Cyclotron, Dhruva, Fast
Breeder Test Reactor (FBTR) etc. continued to achieve the highest ever
performance. FBTR was operated at 30 MWt, a major milestone in its history, and
its turbo generator was synchronized to the grid, delivering an electrical output of
6.1 MWe.

❍

 

Indus synchrotrons (Indus-I and II) a national facility at RRCAT continued its
operation in the three shifts, round the clock mode and 20 beamlines have been
made available to users from all over the country. Nearly 1,000 user experiments
have been carried out till November 2019.

❍

 

RRCAT has developed two medical devices viz.❍

 

‘TuBerculoScope’, a low cost, compact and portable optical device for rapid
detection of TB, and

i.

ii) An ‘OncoDiagnoscope’, which is a low cost Raman probe, for in situ
spectroscopic measurements of biological tissues. This is a compact and
portable system for the non-invasive detection of (pre)cancerous lesions in oral
cavities. This device was successfully deployed at six cancer screening camps
by doctors of AIIMS, Jodhpur.

 

IREL has also successfully developed a flow sheet and produced 99% pure
hafnium oxide from NFC raffinate. These are value added products.

❍

 

Mega Science Projectsiv.
 

Vigyan Samagam, the travelling exhibition a first-of-its-kind in the world
showcasing all the Mega Science projects on a single platform. This is jointly
organised by Department of Atomic Energy (DAE), Department of Science and

❍
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Technology (DST) and National Council of Science Museum, Ministry of Culture
are jointly organising a multi-venue mega-science exhibition, Vigyan Samagam at
Mumbai, Bengaluru, Kolkata, and New Delhi. The footfalls, both at Mumbai and
Bengaluru, have been very impressive with more than 2.7 lakh visitors at both the
cities.

 

 67 ultra-stable power converters built at ECIL, Hyderabad for FAIR accelerator in
Germany have been shipped to Germany after Factory  acceptance clearance
from FAIR, Germany.

❍

 

Civil Nuclear Cooperation:v.

Progress has been made in India’s bilateral international engagement in civil nuclear
cooperation with major partners.

 

Russia:

Discussions are underway with ROSATOM for building 6x1200 MWe nuclear
power plant at a new site.

●

France:

Negotiations are in advanced stage for implementation of the Jaitapur project (
6x1650 MWe).

●

U.S.A:

Discussions are underway with Westinghouse for building 6x1100 MWe nuclear
power plant in Kovvada (A.P.)

●

 

(vi).  Progress in procurement of uranium from major global suppliers:

 

As part of Government’s efforts towards operationalisation of India’s international civil
nuclear cooperation, significant outcomes have been achieved in fuel supply
arrangements with major global suppliers viz, Canada, Kazakhstan and Australia.

 

Human Resource Developmentvi.
 

Since its inception in 2008, last year, Homi Bhabha National Institute (HBNI), a❍
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deemed to be University of the Department, crossed the prestigious milestone of
awarding 1000 Ph.D degrees and 1000 M.Tech degrees. Till March 31, 2018,
 HBNI awarded 1132 Ph.D degrees and 1060 M.Tech degrees. Today, a large
number of the practicing oncologists in the country have been associated with
HBNI academic programs. Based on its NAAC accreditation, HBNI was chosen
by UGC as one of the Deemed-to-be Universities to be given enhanced
autonomy.

❍

Global Centre for Nuclear Energy Partnership (GCNEP) has started operating in
its newly developed campus near Bahadurgarh from April 2017. The centre has
conducted more than 18 International training programs, technical meetings,
workshops, etc., on topical areas. Since signing of MoU between GCNEP and
Bangladesh Atomic Energy Commission, 10 experts from DAE have been
deputed for consultancy work for Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant, Bangladesh
varying from a few weeks to less than 3 months.

❍

*****
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YEAR END REVIEW- 2019: MINISTRY OF MICRO,
SMALL AND MEDIUM ENTERPRISES

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Ministry of Micro,Small & Medium Enterprises

Year End Review- 2019: Ministry Of Micro, Small And
Medium Enterprises

65,312 New Micro Enterprises have been set up and
5,22,496 Employment Opportunities Generated

Posted On: 24 DEC 2019 12:06PM by PIB Delhi

The Indian economy is likely to emerge as one of the leading economies in the world, with an
envisioned GDP of USD five trillion economy by 2024. Our vision is to ensure that at least a
contribution worth USD two trillion come from MSME sector. To accomplish this, M/o MSME has
taken many steps during the year for technology advancement, skill development and job
creation for empowerment of MSMEs.

PRIME MINISTER’s EMPLOYMENT GENERATION PROGRAMME (PMEGP):

Under Prime Minister's Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP) 65,312 new micro
enterprises have been set up and 5,22,496 Employment opportunities generated and a Margin
money subsidy worth Rs. 1929.83 crore have been utilized.

PMEGP is a major credit-linked subsidy programme being implemented by the Ministry of
MSME since 2008-09. The Scheme is aimed at generating self-employment opportunities
through establishment of micro-enterprises in the non-farm sector by helping traditional artisans
and unemployed youth in rural as well as urban areas.

CLUSTER DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME:

Micro Small Enterprises - Cluster Development Programme (MSE-CDP):

i) 17 Common Facility Centres and 14 Infrastructure Development Projects have been
commissioned.

ii) 24 Common Facility Centres and 25 Infrastructure Development Projects have been
approved.

SFURTI Clusters:

51 SFURTI (Scheme of Fund for Regeneration of Traditional Industries) Clusters approved
earlier are completed and are functional. Further, 78 proposals of SFURTI Clusters have been
approved by Scheme Steering Committee benefitting about 48608 artisans/workers during 01st

January 2019 till date.
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Solar Charkha Clusters:

The President of India, Ram Nath Kovind launched the Solar Charkha Mission on 27th June,
2018 at a function in New Delhi.

11 Detailed Project Reports (DPRs) of Solar Charkha Clusters have been approved by the
Scheme Steering Committee during current financial year 2019-20.

CREDIT LINK CAPITAL SUBSIDY RE-LAUNCHED:

The Government approved for continuation of Credit Linked Capital Subsidy component under
Credit Linked Capital Subsidy-Technology Upgradation Scheme (CLCS-TUS) in February 2019.
The Credit Linked Capital Subsidy Component of the CLCS-TU Scheme was launched by Shri
Nitin Gadkari, Union Minister for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises on 05-09-2019 with the
signing of MoUs between Office of DC (MSME) and Nodal Banks.  During FY 2019-20, Rs.
338.01 Crore has been released.

Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for Micro and Small Enterprises (CGTMSE):

Under the CGTMSE, 5,46,127 credit facilities have been approved amounting to a guarantee of
Rs. 33,381 crore.

TECHNOLOGY CENTRE SYSTEMS PROGRAMME (TCSP):

Ministry of MSME is implementing Technology Centre Systems Programme (TCSP) at an
estimated cost of Rs. 2200 crore, including World Bank Loan assistance of USD 200 million, to
establish 15 new Tool Rooms and Technology Development Centres (TCs) and upgrade the
existing 18 TCs across the country. Four Technology Centres at Bhiwadi, Bhopal, Puddi and
Tinsukia) are ready for commissioning.

Number of youth skilled through Technology Centres and other training Institutes of the Ministry:
3,59,361.

GeM- Government e-Marketplace:

Registration of Micro and Small Enterprises (MSEs) on GeM: 62,085●

50.74 % of orders value on GeM portal is from MSEs.●

Government has made it mandatory for Central Public Sector Undertaking (CPSUs) units to
procure 25% instead of 20% from Micro and Small Enterprises (MSEs).

●

Goods and Services worth Rs. 20,139.91 crore procured from 71,199 MSEs. The
procurement from MSEs amounts to 28.49% of the total procurement of CPSEs.

●

Digital MSME: Organizations like Common Service Centres (CSC), Entrepreneurship
Development Institute of India (EDII) on boarded for bringing MSMEs on digital platform
and for providing them digital identity. Awareness programmes and workshops are being
organized all over the country for MSME stakeholders and for bringing all MSME service
providers on one platform.

Lean Manufacturing: Scheme under implementation in 267 Clusters of MSMEs
throughout the country through Quality Council of India (QCI) and National Productivity
Council (NPC). State Governments, Industry Associations have also been onboarded to
take the scheme to more MSME clusters.
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Incubation: Incubation centres have been   approved for more than 200 Technical
Institutions, Industry Associations, Social Enterprises. Innovative ideas having business
proposals are being invited from them for funding support under the scheme. Seed
capital upto Rs. 1 crore have been provided to start up entrepreneurs under the scheme.

Design Clinic: Design scheme opened for different technical institutions under Ministry of
Human Resource Development (MHRD), Industry Associations, Social Enterprises, Self
Help Groups working on providing design support to MSME entrepreneurs including rural
and art based enterprises. More than 80 new Design centres opened at different locations
in addition to 4 already being run though National Institute of Design (NID). All MSMEs
and Students are being requested to submit their design projects for funding under the
scheme.

Financial Support to MSMEs in Zero Defect Zero Effect (ZED) Certification Scheme: 23070
MSMEs have been registered under ZED scheme since inception. ZED parameters are
being simplified to onboard more than one million MSMEs on ZED journey. All Industry
Associations and technical institutions are being on boarded for wider access to the
scheme.

Building Awareness on Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Scheme: More than 60 new IP
Facilitation Centres set up in different parts of the country to have one IP lawyer to assist
MSMEs to apply for and register their trademarks and patents. FPOs to get support for
applying for registration of GIs. Reimbursement being given for registration of different
IPRs to MSMEs. More and more awareness being created for IP rights amongst MSMEs.

Procurement and Marketing Support: District Udyam Samaagams planned and approved
for all 731 districts of the country. More than Rs. 80 crore sanctioned under PMS for
organising trade fairs/ exhibitions/ awareness programmes/ seminars throughout the
country through State Governments/Industry Associations/ Social Enterprises for more
than 350 programmes.

Entrepreneurship Skill Development Programme (ESDP): More than Rs. 135 crore
sanctioned under ESDP for organising different skill development programmes
throughout the country through State Governments/Industry Associations/Social
Enterprises/Government Corporations. Total 3000 programmes conducted/ sanctioned
for this year.

U. K. Sinha Committee Recommendations:

RBI Expert Committee under Sri U. K. Sinha on Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises made 37
major recommendations. The concerned Ministries/Departments/Organisations/States have
been requested to take follow up action on the actionable points relevant to them. To review
implementation status of the recommendations of the Committee, a meeting of Committee of
Secretaries (CoS) under the chairmanship of Cabinet Secretary was held on 31.10.2019.

SMEs AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION:

 The Second International SME Convention was organised by the Ministry of MSME in
association with  the Economic Diplomacy & States Division of the Ministry of External
Affairs and the India SME Forum on 27- 29 June. 1385 from India and 175 entrepreneurs
from 44 countries attended. Ambassadors from 16 countries including, European, African
and Latin American Countries along with their respective commercial sections presented

●
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trade opportunities at the Convention.
198 pre-arranged B2B meetings were conducted, 42 letters of intent were filed for possible
future collaborations. 729 B2B trade connect forms were filed by Indian entrepreneurs.  A total of
3015 requests for International B2B matching were received, for which an International SME
Gateway is being planned. An MOU was signed between a Spanish company MCU Coatings
and Indian company HiTech Engineers for technology transfer and setting up a plant in
Puducherry with joint investment of US $10 million.

 Ministry of MSME in partnership with confederation of Indian Industry (CII), New Delhi
organised 16th Edition of Global SME Business Summit 2019 on 24-25th September, 2019
in New Delhi with the objective of boosting competitiveness of MSMEs through adoption of
innovative technologies and promoting their growth through building sustainable and
significant global partnerships.

●

Popularising Khadi and Empowering Village Industries:

Khadi gets separate unique HS code, export to get a boost: Khadi has got unique HS
code issued by the central government on 4th Nov’19 to categorize its products in
export. In a long awaited move to make export of Khadi, exclusively categorized from
the general league of textile products, the ministry of commerce and industries has
allocated separate HS code for this signature fabric of India this week.

●

    This decision of government will open a new chapter in the field of Khadi export. Earlier,
Khadi did not have its exclusive HS code. As a result, all the data regarding export of this
signature fabric used to come as a normal fabric under the textile head. Now, the Ministry will
be able to keep a constant eye on the export figures which will accordingly help in planning
the export strategies.

KVIC bags fresh order worth over Rs. 06 crore from GAIL and PFC: The Khadi and
Village Industries Commission (KVIC) has bagged orders worth Rs. 5.88 crore from
the Gas Authority of India Limited (GAIL) and Rs. 75.00 lakhs from Power Finance
Corporation, New Delhi (PFC), in the form of Khadi gift coupons. Employees can
redeem these gift coupons throughout the year from all Departmental Sales Outlets
of KVIC. This move will definitely expand Khadi product market.

●

New initiatives by KVIC in Goa: KVIC recently distributed electric potter wheels to 160
families and new models Charkhas (spinning wheels) to 50 trained women in Goa.
This will create direct employment to 700 people. KVIC is also establishing a Lijjat
Papad unit in Goa, which will create 200 direct jobs to the local women. It may be
noted that these initiatives are first of its kind in Goa because there was no spinning
and weaving activity, no Lijjat Papad unit in Goa earlier. Further for the first time
electric potter wheels have been given to replace the traditional potter wheel which
was highly labour intensive and less efficient in terms of production. In Goa State,
215 number of bee-boxes were also distributed to the 43 beekeepers.

●

Launching of Sale of Khadi Rumal made by militancy affected women of J&K: Union
Minister for MSME Shri Nitin Gadkari launched sale of Khadi Rumal made by
militancy affected women of J&K on 17th December, 2019. The sale of Khadi Rumal
will instill confidence and enable the women all over Jammu & Kashmir to live an
independent and respectful life. KVIC also signed an agreement with Paytm to sell 2
crore packets of khadi rumal through its online platform and mobile application.

●

*****
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YEAR END REVIEW 2019- MINISTRY OF SHIPPING
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Ministry of Shipping

Year End Review 2019- Ministry of Shipping

With enactment of landmark Recycling of Ships Act, 2019
and accession to IMO’s Honk Kong Convention,India
becomes prime destination for environment friendly Ship
Recycling

India becomes first country in the world to Introduce
Biometric Seafarers Identity Document (BSID) for Indian
Seafarers

New initiatives for Employment and skill training of Indian
seafarers, an MSDC in Maritime Logistics inaugurated at
Jawaharlal Nehru Port

Thrust on improving connectivity with neighbouring
countries,alternative connectivity route to NER via
Bangladesh’s Chattogram and Mongla Ports activated for
first time

Aworld class National Maritime Heritage Complex to
showcase India's rich Maritime Heritage approved to be
built at Lothal, Gujarat

Posted On: 24 DEC 2019 11:37AM by PIB Delhi

In the year 2019, the government has undertaken several important progressive policy
interventions and new initiatives to accelerate the overall development of the shipping sector.

Enactment of the landmark Recycling of Ships Act, 2019; accession to IMO’s Hong Kong
International Convention for Safe and Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships in November,
2019; measures to promote employment of seafarers; improved connectivity with neighbours
and other countries for ease of movement of cargo and passengers; emphasis on cruise
tourism; taking up new projects under flagship Sagarmala project are some of the key highlights



Page 256

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

of achievements of Ministry of Shipping in the year 2019.

The main achievements of Ministry of Shipping during 2019 are as below:

Enactment of Recycling of Ships Act, 2019 &accession to IMO’s Hong Kong International
Convention

India became a prime destination for green ship recycling with the passing and enactment of the
landmark Recycling of Ships Act, 2019. India has also acceded to IMO’s Hong Kong
International Convention for Safe and Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships in
November,2019.The new Act provides a legislative framework for implementation of the
provisions of the Hong Kong Convention. It also contains provisions of the Convention which are
not covered in the Shipbreaking Code (Revised), 2013.Withenactment of this Act, ship recycling
volume is expected to double by 2024.

Accession to IMO’s Hong Kong International Convention will give boost to the domestic ship
recycling industry inIndia which is one of the world's five major ship recycling countries

Biometric Seafarers Identity Document (BSID)

India has become the first country in the world to issue Biometric Seafarers Identity Document
(BSID) capturing the facial biometric data of seafarers. The new document will give a foolproof
identification to our seafarers which will facilitate their movement across countries, providing
ease of getting jobs and also helping in identification at any location in the world.

International Cooperation

The year 2019 saw a series of international cooperation agreements and events. In order to
boost the bilateral trade with other countries and to ensure cooperation and coordination in the
maritime sector, severalMoUs weresigned with neighbouring, South Asian and other countries
like Bangladesh, Nepal, Myanmar, Bhutan Maldives, Denmark and Sweden.One of the
significant MoUs signed between India and Maldives will pave the way for ferry and cargo
services between Maldives & Kerala. Another agreement has been signed with Sweden for
mutual recognition of the certificates of seafarers in December, 2019. This will enable the
employment of Indian seafarers on-board Swedish flag ships.

In another significant development, to promote movement of passenger, cruise services
andcargo transit to North East Region (NER),thealternative connectivity route via Bangladesh’s
Chattogram and Mongla Portswas first timeused to North East Region.This will increase trade
volumes and reduce logistic costs of the cargo. Eight routes are also provided under the
Agreement which would enable access of NER via Bangladesh.
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The Minister of State for Shipping (I/C) and Chemicals & Fertilizers, Shri Mansukh Mandaviya
digitally flagging off the IWAI vessel carrying cargo from Bhutan to Bangladesh through NW2

and Indo Bangla Protocol Route in New Delhi.

A MoU was also signed with the Germany for technology collaboration for the Central Inland &
Coastal Maritime Technology (CICMT) at IIT Kharagpur during the state visit of German
Chancellor.

India and Nepal have agreed to include Inland Waterways connectivity as an additional mode of
transport in the Treaty of Transit.An Indian waterway was used for transportation of cargo
between Bangladesh and Bhutan, using India for transit on 12.07.2019, for the first time ever.

Three Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) were signed between Ranong Port (Port
Authority of Thailand) and the Port Trusts of Chennai, Vishakhapatnam and Kolkata. These
MoUs will enhance economic partnership by cutting down the sea travel time between India and
Thailand from 10- 15 days to 7 days.

Ease of Doing Business

India has improved its ranking under the Trading Across Border (TAB) parameter of Ease of
Doing business (EoDB) from 80 to 68. This impressive record has been facilitated due to various
measures like Direct Port Delivery (DPD), Direct Port Entry (DPE), Introduction of RFID,
Installation of scanners/container scanners, Simplification of procedures etc., taken by the major
ports.

Cruise Operations

Promotion of Cruise Tourism and Coastal Shipping was one of the top most priorities of the
Ministry of Shipping throughout this year. As Cruise Tourism has huge potential, the Ministry has
taken various steps for promotion of international and domestic cruise services in India.

The arrival of the first private premium luxury cruise liner ‘KARNIKA’ has added another chapter
in domestic cruise tourism in India. “KARNIKA” is offering for the first time opportunity to Indians
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to experience cruise tourism between Mumbai – Goa, Mumbai – Ganpatipule (Jaigad), Mumbai
– Diu, Mumbai – Gulf routes.

With state of the art facilities developed at Mumbai Port, four cruise ships docked on the same
day in November, 2019 at Mumbai port, a momentous occasion in its history.

Inaugural cruise services were started between Dhaka and Kolkata this year.Four cruise vessels
have already travelled between India and Bangladesh in 2019.

Measures for Employment of Seafarers& Skill Development

The number of seafarers increased from 1,54,349 in 2017 to 2,08,799 in 2018 and to 2,31,776
in 2019. India has seen an unprecedented growth of Indian seafarers employed on-board Indian
and foreign flagged vessels, as a result of cumulative impact of decisions of the Government to
improve the quality of Maritime Training, increase in the training capacity, increase in the
number of training berths, standardization of course curriculum and course material,
improvement in examination system and above all by ease of doing business brought through
simplified processes and with e-governance modules in the year 2019.

Issuing Biometric Seafarers Identity Document (BSID) is revolutionary step in this direction.

An agreement has been also signed with Sweden for mutual recognition of the certificates of
seafarers in December, 2019.

The Minister of State for Shipping (I/C) and Chemicals & Fertilizers, Shri Mansukh Mandaviya
launches the World’s first ever  “ Face Recognition Based Seafarer Identification document in

India” in New Delhi.

For skill development, under the Phase 2 of Sagarmala DeenDayalUpadhyaya Grameen
Kaushal Yojana (DDUGKY) for convergence for skill development in Port and Maritime Sector
has been launched in Gujarat, Maharashtra, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. Besides
this dedicated training centres have also been inaugurated in Kerala, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil
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Nadu.A Multi Skill Development Centre (MSDC) in Maritime Logistics at Jawaharlal Nehru Port
Trustwas also inaugurated in 2019. The MSDC will provide skill development in Maritime
Logistics to over 1050 students per year in the Port and Maritime sector. Multi-skill Development
Centres (MSDC) are being setup at all major ports.

The foundation stone for the Central Inland & Coastal Maritime Technology (CICMT) at IIT
Kharagpur was laid in March, 2019. The establishment of CICMT signifies a major leap in
indigenous innovation and cutting-edge technology support to the Port and Maritime sector
directly contributing to the Sagarmala programme and support ‘Make in India’ and is based on
close collaboration amongst government, academic institutions and industry to make applied
research relevant to day to day ground work in the port and maritime sector.

The Minister of State for Shipping (I/C) and Chemicals & Fertilizers, Shri Mansukh Mandaviya
witnessing the signing ceremony of the Memorandum of Agreement between Ministry of

Shipping and IIT Kharagpur for setting up the CICMT at IIT Kharagpur, in New Delhi.

A MoU was also signed with the Germany for technology collaboration for the centre during the
state visit of German Chancellor.

Shipyards and Ports

The first ever BIMSTEC Conclave of Ports was held in India in 2019. The conclave provided a
platform to strengthen maritime interaction, port-led connectivity initiatives and sharing best
practices among member countries.
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The Minister of State for Shipping (I/C) and Chemicals & Fertilizers, Shri

Mansukh Mandaviya witnessing the exchange of an MoU at BIMSTEC Ports
Conclave-2019 at Visakhapatnam, AP.

 

In 2019, upgraded Port Community System has been introduced for all ports. The system
enables seamless data flow between the various stakeholders through common interface. To
move towards complete paperless regime, E-DO (Electronic Delivery Order) through PCS made
mandatory along with e-invoicing and e-payment. The RFID Operation at KDS, CCTV
Operations at Kolkata Dock System (KDS) and Rabindra Setu and three Truck Parking
Terminals at KDS was also inaugurated in 2019. The RFID system will provide single window
system to the port users for obtaining permit/ passes through cashless transactions.

The Minister of State for Shipping (I/C) and Chemicals & Fertilizers, Shri Mansukh
Mandaviya dedicating the Oil Spill Recovery Vessel, MARUDHAM at Chennai

Port Trust.

Two multipurpose berths at Deendayal Port, Kandla were inaugurated by in March, 2019. The
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new berths would help in reducing the congestion in the port. In 2019 a 400 bedded Super
Specialty Hospital at Paradip Port at an estimated cost of Rs.200 crore with an option to further
develop a Medical College and expand the hospital on PPP basis.

The Minister of State for Shipping (I/C) and Chemicals & Fertilizers, Shri Mansukh
Mandaviyadigitally inaugurated and laid foundation stone for various projects at

Deendayal Port Trust.

Coastal Shipping

The ministry has undertaken several initiatives to promote Coastal Shipping,as coastal shipping
isthe top most priority of the Ministry under Sagarmala. In order to continue this pace and seek
further growth of coastal trade, a perspective plan up to year 2025 on development of coastal
shipping in India has been prepared by Asian Development Bank. The plan takes a holistic view of
the coastal shipping sector discerning its potential and challenges and addresses them with
necessary infrastructure, regulatory and commercialintervention.

Maritime Heritage

The Ministry of Shipping has approved setting up of a National Maritime Heritage Complex at
Lothal with total cost of Rs 478.9 Cr, the first of its kind world class complex in the country to
showcase India's rich Maritime Heritage dating back from Harappan times.

Other Significant Events

The Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi dedicated to the nation, the Multimodal Terminal at
Sahibganj (Jharkhand) in September, 2019 at Ranchi, Jharkhand.
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The Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi inaugurates the Multi-Modal Terminal at Sahibganj,

Jharkhand.

For a closer and active interaction between the Central Governmentand the Maritime States/UTs
for augmenting the infrastructure development and safety & security of the ports, as ports play a
vital role in EXIM Trade,17thMaritime State Development Council was held in October 2019.

India was re-elected to the IMO Council under Category “B” - States with the largest interest in
international seaborne trade as the Assembly of the International Maritime Organization (IMO)
has elected new membersfor IMOCouncil for the biennium 2020-21.

The instrument of accession to the Hong Kong Convention was handed over
to IMO Secretary General during 31session of the IMO Assembly by

Secretary Shipping Shri Gopal Krishna at London, UK.

Eligibility criteria have been relaxed by Government for Indian shipyards to qualify for ROFR in
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2019. The Ministry of Shipping has amended the guidelines regarding Grant of Right of First
Refusal to Indian shipyards by Government departments or agencies for procurement of vessels
by them for own use or Government use.

A proposal regarding settlement of long pending subsidy claims for executed shipbuilding
contracts under the shipbuilding subsidy scheme, 2002-2007 has been given approvalinOctober,
2019. This would involve release of committed liability of shipbuilding subsidy through budgetary
support of approx. Rs.153 crore for a total number of 51 vessels, including retained subsidy for
47 vessels and full subsidy for 4 vessels. Guidelines for release of the subsidy are being
formulated by this Ministry.

Under the current financial assistance scheme on shipbuilding (2016-2026), financial assistance
of Rs. 39.7 crore for seventeen vessels has been released to four Indian shipyards. Further
amended and consolidated guidelines have been issued in February, 2019 to facilitate Indian
shipyards to be more competitive internationally and to boost building of river water dredgers of
10 m and above.

For more details, please click/read the link below
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STUDY WARNS OF GROWING CANCER BURDEN
ACROSS INDIA

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

A study tracing the growing burden of cancer in India states that most of the increase in cancer
incidences are attributable to its epidemiological transition and improvement in the use of cancer
diagnostics.

The country's cancer burden will continue to increase as a result of the ongoing ageing of India
and improving access to cancer diagnostics in rural India, said Mohandas K. Mallath of the Tata
Medical Centre, Kolkata, and Robert Smith from Kings College, London, in a recent paper:
History of Growing burden of Cancer in India: From Antiquity to 21st century .

The paper was published in the Journal of Global Oncology which is promoted by the American
Society of Clinical Oncology. The study has stated that while cancer-like diseases were
documented since antiquity, recording of cancer in India began in the 19th century when the
Western practices of biopsy and pathological examination came to India during the colonial
British regime.

Cancer is primarily a disease of older people, hence, as life expectancy went up, cancer
incidences too went up, said Dr. Mallath, a senior consultant of Digestive Oncology. Maximum
increases will occur in the most populous and least developed States, where the facilities for
cancer diagnostics and treatment are inadequate.

According to Dr. Mallath, the present study offers lessons for planning cancer care in States as
well as other countries experiencing epidemiological transition. In India the fastest
epidemiological transition happened in Kerala, whereas Uttar Pradesh remained in the slowest
group, he said.

Kerala vs U.P.

A direct comparison of the demographic and social variables, available health care facilities and
leading causes of mortality in these two States shows how the low incidences of infectious
diseases in Kerala has given rise to more cancer compared to U.P., which is still battling high
mortality from communicable diseases.

The types of cancers in India are also undergoing a transition, similar to a report from Japan five
decades ago. There has been a decline of cancers caused by infections, such as cervical,
stomach, and penile cancer, and an increase in cancers associated with energy intake, physical
activity imbalance and ageing, such as breast, colorectal and prostate cancers.

Cancer transitions can influence the requirements for site-specialized cancer surgeons, the
study says. For example Kerala will need more breast oncologists and U.P. will need more
gynecological oncologists, said Dr. Mallath.

The association of tobacco chewing with cancer were published over a century ago. But the
habit is now estimated to cause a fifth of all cancers in India, the study says.

Out-of-pocket expenditure is three times higher for private inpatient cancer care in India.
Approximately 40% of cancer costs are met through borrowing and contributions from friends
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and relatives.
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STUDY WARNS OF GROWING CANCER BURDEN
ACROSS INDIA

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

A file photo used for representational purpose only.  

A study tracing the growing burden of cancer in India states that most of the increase in cancer
incidences are attributable to its epidemiological transition and improvement in the use of cancer
diagnostics.

The country's cancer burden will continue to increase as a result of the ongoing ageing of India
and improving access to cancer diagnostics in rural India, said Mohandas K. Mallath of the Tata
Medical Centre, Kolkata, and Robert Smith from Kings College, London, in a recent paper:
History of Growing burden of Cancer in India: From Antiquity to 21st century.

The paper was published in the Journal of Global Oncology which is promoted by the American
Society of Clinical Oncology.

The study has stated that while cancer-like diseases were documented since antiquity, recording
of cancer in India began only in the 19th century when the Western medical practices of biopsy
and pathological examination came to India during the colonial British regime.

Cancer is primarily a disease of older people, hence, as life expectancy went up, cancer
incidences too went up, said Dr. Mallath, a senior consultant of Digestive Oncology. Maximum
increases will occur in the most populous and least developed States, where the facilities for
cancer diagnostics and treatment are grossly inadequate.

According to Dr. Mallath, the present study offers lessons for planning cancer care in States as
well as other countries experiencing epidemiological transition. In India the fastest
epidemiological transition happened in Kerala, whereas Uttar Pradesh remained in the slowest
group, he said.

A direct comparison of the demographic and social variables, available health care facilities and
leading causes of mortality in these two States shows how the low incidences of infectious
diseases in Kerala has given rise to more cancer compared to U.P., which is still battling high
mortality from communicable diseases.

No evidence of cancer in Indus Valley sites: study

The types of cancers in India are also undergoing a transition, similar to a report from Japan five
decades ago. There has been a decline of cancers caused by infections, such as cervical,
stomach, and penile cancer, and an increase in cancers associated with energy intake, physical
activity imbalance and ageing, such as breast, colorectal and prostate cancers.

Cancer transitions can influence the requirements for site-specialized cancer surgeons, the
study says. For example Kerala will need more breast oncologists and U.P. will need more
gynecological oncologists, said Dr. Mallath.

The association of tobacco chewing with cancer and subsequent warnings were published more
than a century ago. But the habit has remained unchecked and has spread all over India, and it
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is now estimated to cause a fifth of all cancers in India, the study say.

According to the study, the populous, slow epidemiological transition in States will start to
transition faster in the coming decades, and their cancer burdens will similarly increase faster.
U.P., as the case in the study, has a huge gap in cancer care. More effort will be needed to
close the gaps, it urges.

Cancer is the second leading cause of adult death in urban and fourth in rural India, but it is the
leading cause of catastrophic health spending, distress financing, and increasing expenditure
before death in India, Dr Mallath points out.

Out-of-pocket expenditure is three times higher for private inpatient cancer care in India.
Approximately 40% of cancer costs are met through borrowing, sale of assets, and contributions
from friends and relatives. Sadly, these costs exceed 20% of annual per capita household
expenditure in 60% of Indian households with a patient with cancer, said Dr. Mallath.

India's cancer incidence is estimated at 1.15 million new patients in 2018 and is predicted to
almost double as a result of demographic changes alone by 2040.
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NO EVIDENCE OF CANCER IN INDUS VALLEY SITES:
STUDY

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Evidence of cancer in early humans were found in a review of 154 paleopathological studies
dating back to 1.8 million years in historic Egyptian and German sites.

However, the study, “History of Growing Burden of Cancer in India from Antiquity to 21st
century”, published recently in the Journal of Global Oncology, states that no comprehensive
historical review could be gathered scanning through voluminous data on medical literature from
prehistoric times.

Dr. Mohandas Mallath, the co-author of the study states that no paleo-oncology reports of
cancer have been recorded at the Indus Valley civilization or Deccan Chalcolithic sites except
for mention of some benign osteomas. Fewer samples and poor preservation were some of the
limitations of these studies, he said.

The research led the authors to search in all kinds of published data from the PubMed to various
scholar databases online and prominent archives of the Bristish Library, Tata in Pune,
publications by Government, WHO. International cancer research organisations and also data
on demography, epidemiology, disease burden and so on.

The study says, there are references to cancer-like symptoms in many ancient texts including
the ‘Atharva Veda’ and two ancient medical systems, Ayurveda and Siddha, which have been in
use for more than 2,500 years. These texts mention the use of surgery and herbal medications
for these diseases. The ancient medical classics of India have devoted little attention to cancer-
like illnesses, suggesting a low prevalence of cancer in those times perhaps, said Dr. Mallath.

No original texts on cancer were found in any of the AYUSH (Ayurveda, Yoga, Unani, Siddha
and Homoeopathy) texts browsed, he said. Autopsy, which was used to train in Ayurvedic
surgery, declined during the Buddhist period starting around 400 BC because of the concept of
ahimsa (non-violence). It probably halted discovery of deep-seated cancers later on, Dr Mallath
suspects.

Tibetan medicine describes a cancer-like disease as Dre-Nay, the Greco-Arabic system, called
Unani-Tibbs medicine had termed it Sartan, meaning crab in Persian.

Several Europeans works from the 16th century mention Indian plants, drugs and formularies
used by the natives in cancer treatment. Besides the famous works like Coloquios dos Simples
e Drogas da India, in 1563 and Hortus Indicus Malabaricus 1678 to 1693, there were medical
writings in 17th and 18th centuries with references to cancers. Creation of the Indian Medical
Service (IMS), helped in diagnosing cancers. Its early publication makes passing reference to
cancer.

Reference of malignant cases were found in F.H. Brett’s publication from Calcutta, A Practical
Essay on Some of the Principle Surgical Diseases of India, and also in the 1856 work of C.
Morehead from Grant Medical College in Bombay.

In 1866, W.J. Elmslie was the first to publish a series of 30 patients with epithelioma, including
the unique cancer associated with the use of a kangri pot, among 5,080 patients from Srinagar
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in Kashmir.

From 1880 to 1910, there were more than a dozen case series and audits published on cancer
in India.

Patients diagnosed with cancer were predominantly male, because women rarely used Western
medical facilities given cultural norms. The importance of older age in the development of cancer
was recognized, and the difficulties in obtaining the real age of native Indians were stressed in
the clinical manual for India in 1897.
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THE DATA PROTECTION BILL ONLY WEAKENS USER
RIGHTS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and
potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power

In the continuing social churn and widespread citizen protests, it would seem out of place to
direct thought towards issues such as data protection. The Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019,
which was introduced in the Lok Sabha this month, is a revolutionary piece of legislation that
promises to return power and control to people in our digital society. Pending deliberation before
a Joint Parliamentary Committee, it is intimately connected to the very same fundamental rights
and constitutional principles that are being defended today on the streets and in the fields.

The Bill has seen serpentine movement, passing expert committees, central ministries and then
the Lok Sabha in the winter session. Before focusing on the nuances and finer details which
merit deliberation we must take a step back to look at the broader politics of personal data
protection. This would help contextualise the legislative proposal and understand the degree of
protection which is limited by overboard exceptions in favour of security and revenue interests.

The rise of the national security narrative has not been gone unnoticed by seasoned political
observers. What is novel is its intersection with technology. This is central to several policy and
political pronouncements by the present government. In many ways, it is a continuation of the
politics of securitisation of the government from its previous term. For instance, the Bharatiya
Janata Party’s manifesto (sankalp patra) released before the general election 2019 provides
useful insight where it states appropriate technological interventions centred around Aadhaar.
This shrugs off any recognition of its contested legality before the Supreme Court which ruled on
the fundamental right to privacy. Privacy is mentioned just once in this voluminous document —
49 mentions of ‘security’ and 56 mentions of ‘technology’.

This is a trend which continues. The President of India’s address to Joint Sitting of Parliament on
June 20, 2019 — fresh from the results of the general election — proclaimed that “my
government is committed to that very idea of nation-building, the foundation for which was laid in
2014”. The priorities of the government are clearly charted out with zero mention of privacy or
data protection; there are 18 mentions of ‘security’ and eight of ‘technology’. This familiar
template is again found in the Prime Minister’s Independence day speech on August 15, 2019
which focussed on dramatic social change. He noted: “I believe that there should be change in
the system, but at the same time there should be a change in the social fabric.” There is zero
mention of ‘privacy’ or ‘data protection’; however there are seven mentions of ‘security’, six on
‘technology’ and five for ‘digital’. There may be government policy documents that may
emphasise or contradict these assertions. However these statements made by high public
officials at historic times when they may be widely viewed by large number of Indians are
deserving of primacy. They reveal, at the very least, a pecking order in terms of viewing both
technology and security as high priorities in governance objectives.

As Edward Snowden explains in his Permanent Record, there is a symbiotic relationship
between the financial model of large online platforms and security interest. They both feed off
personal data and the attention economy, where platforms gather this data and the government
then seeks access to it. In India this is being taken a step further. The government is seeking to
not only access data but also collect it and then exploit it — making it an active data trader for
the generation of revenue to meet its fiscal goals.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/cabinet-approves-personal-data-protection-bill/article30160306.ece
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First, the scale of data collection is ambitious and broadly contained in the ‘Digital India’
programme; on its website it says: “to transform the entire ecosystem of public services through
the use of information technology…”. Here, all elements of a citizen-state interaction are being
data-fied. In the view of some technologists, this also fulfils geostrategic goals when personal
data is viewed as strategic state resource. However, this poses grave risks to the right to
privacy. These become evident from a casual reading of the national Economic Survey of 2019,
which in Chapter 4 devotes an entire chapter on the fiscal approach towards personal data. In a
“Chapter at a glance” it says: “In thinking about data as a public good, care must also be taken
to not impose the elite’s preference of privacy on the poor, who care for a better quality of living
the most.”

Second-order effects of the Personal Data Protection Bill

Two tangible examples show the operation of this policy framework. The first is with respect to
the recent sale of vehicular registration data and driving licences by the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways. Here, quite often, the principles of a data protection law would conflict
with these uses as it would break the fundamental premise of purpose limitation. This principle
broadly holds that personal data which is gathered for a specific purpose cannot be put to any
other distinct use without consent of the person from whom it was acquired. The second is an
expert committee (headed by Kris Gopalakrishnan, Chairperson, Infosys) on what is termed
“community data”. While the definition of such, “community data” is contested, as per the note it
is plainly obvious this is again to serve fiscal interests of the state and technology businesses
when it states that such data “is critical for economic advantage”.

The existing draft of the Data Protection Bill is reflective of a political economy that is motivated
towards ensuring minimal levels of protection for personal data. It has a muddled formulation in
terms of its aims and objectives, contains broad exemptions in favour of security and fiscal
interests, including elements of data nationalism by requiring the compulsory storage of personal
data on servers located within India.

From its very preamble it seeks to place the privacy interests of individuals on the same footing
as those of businesses and the state. Here, by placing competing interests on the same plane,
two natural consequences visit the drafting choices within it. First, the principle of data protection
to actualise the fundamental right to privacy is not fulfilled as a primary goal but is conditioned
from the very outset. Second, by placing competing goals — which contradict each other — any
balancing is clumsy, since no primary objectives are set. This results in a muddy articulation that
would ultimately ensure a weak data protection law.

This present draft of the Bill comes as a disappointment especially after the emphatic judgment
by the nine-judge Bench of the Supreme Court on the Right to Privacy. The judgment contains
categorical language that the Bill is a measure to actualise the fundamental right. However, this
draft serves a political economy which at first blush appears attractive in its promise of taking us
away from the dull maxims of constitutionalism and delivering us a digital utopia. Again, this was
best phrased by the Prime Minister when he stated at the Digital India dinner on September 26,
2015, at San Jose, California: “... technology is advancing citizen empowerment and democracy
that once drew their strength from Constitutions.”

Hence, on a broader read, the Data Protection Bill is not a leaky oil barrel with large exceptions,
but it is a perfect one. It will refine, store and then trade the personal information of Indians
without their control; open for sale or open for appropriation to the interests of securitisation or
revenue maximisation, with minimal levels of protection. For this to change, we have to not only
focus on red-lining the finer text of this draft but also reframing large parts of its intents and
objectives.
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Apar Gupta, Executive Director of the Internet Freedom Foundation, is a Delhi-based lawyer
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DR. HARSH VARDHAN INAUGURATES 2ND EDITION OF
“EAT RIGHT MELA”

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

Dr. Harsh Vardhan inaugurates 2nd Edition of “Eat Right
Mela”

“Right diet will help to reduce disease burden in India”

Let us organize Eat Right Melas as part of public gatherings
and community programmes: Dr Harsh Vardhan

Posted On: 26 DEC 2019 3:58PM by PIB Delhi

“The right kind of diet will help to reduce the disease burden in the country”. This was stated by
Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Union Minister of Health & Family Welfare while inaugurating the second
edition of the ‘Eat Right Mela’ at Jawahar Lal Nehru Stadium, here today. He stressed upon the
importance of having a Jan Andolan, a peoples’ movement, encouraging people to have
healthier diets which will help in reduction of the disease burden in the country.

Dr. Harsh Vardhan stated that the Eat Right Mela of FSSAI is a commendable effort and
outreach activity for citizens to nudge them towards eating right. “Let the ‘Eat Right Melas’ be
part of public gatherings like local melas, community programs etc., so that the citizens would
learn about health and nutrition benefits of different types of food, dietary advice by experts,
engage in dialogues and conversations with food visionaries and experts, relish the delicious
street food, live demonstration of food recipes and have fun and entertainment.

Dr. Harsh Vardhan also highlighted that “India, on one side, is suffering from under-nourishment
resulting in infirmities such as wasting and stunting and on the other side, there is another
critical area of concern to be addressed i.e. obesity, which is apparently the result of excessive
consumption of junk food, wrong choices of food, overeating and lack of exercise. At the same
time, the rise of diet related diseases suggests that people are eating less healthy food than they
were eating a decade ago. In this context, the movement of ‘Eat Right India’ started by FSSAI is
a timely initiative”.

The Union Minister launched ‘The PURPLE Book’ a handbook on diets for diseases. The book
provides general guidelines for hospitals on suitable diets for common medical conditions such
as diabetes, hypertension, cancer, gut disorders and so on in a simple format and has been
developed and vetted by experts in the field of food and nutrition. This book is available for free
download on www.fssai.gov.in.

At the event Dr Harsh Vardhan also launched NetSCoFAN (Network for Scientific Co-operation
for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition), a network of research & academic institutions working in
the area of food & nutrition along with the NetSCoFAN directory, covering detailed information of
various heads/Directors and lead scientists of lead and associated partnering institutions. The
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NetSCoFAN would comprise of eight groups of institutions working in different areas viz.
biological, chemical, nutrition & labelling, food of animal origin, food of plant origin, water &
beverages, food testing, and safer & sustainable packaging. FSSAI has identified eight Nodal
Institutions who would develop a ‘Ready Reckoner’ that will have inventory of all research work,
experts and institutions and would carry out and facilitate research, survey and related activities.
It would identify research gaps in respective areas and collect, collate and develop database on
food safety issues for risk assessment activities. “The need for identify research gaps in
respective areas and collect, collate and develop database on food safety issues for risk
assessment activities, will be addressed by NetSCoFAN (Network for Scientific Co-operation for
Food Safety and Applied Nutrition)”, Dr Harsh Vardhansaid.

Dr Harsh Vardhan emphasised the importance of ‘Save Food Share Food’. "Let's develop the
habit of not wasting food, and sharing food with those who are needy", he said.  At the event,
M/s Elan Professional Private Limited (ElanPro) through their CSR program declared to
support Indian Food Sharing Alliance (IFSA) members to ensure the food collected is held at
optimum temperature, which will help to reduce travel and distribution time under the ‘Save
Food Share Food’ initiative of FSSAI. Presently, 84 food recovery agencies are associated
with  IFSA network under FSSAI.

Dr. Harsh Vardhan also handed over 3 mobile food testing vans (CNG enabled) to Shri. D N
Singh, the Commissioner of Food Safety, Government of NCT, Delhi during the inaugural
ceremony.

Smt. Rita Teaotia, Chairperson FSSAI;Ms. Preeti Sudan, Secretary, Health & Family Welfare;
Dr Shekhar C. Mande, Director General, CSIR; Sh. Pawan Agarwal, CEO, FSSAI along with
officials of Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, FSSAI, corporate partners, representatives
from the food industry and NGOs were also present during the inauguration ceremony.

*******
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ELECTRIFICATION IN INDIAN HOUSEHOLDS BENEFITS
MEN MORE THAN WOMEN: STUDY

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

And then there was light: A tribal women looks on as an electric bulb shimmers in her little hut at
the Edaliparakudi settlement of Edamalakudi, the only tribal village panchayat in Kerala. File
photo.   | Photo Credit: Thulasi Kakkat

As new areas gain access to basic levels of electricity, men in these households tend to
dominate its use, according to a study conducted in India which suggests that men benefit more
than women from such access.

The study, published in the journal Nature Sustainability, highlights intra-household power
dynamics as an important factor to consider for enabling more equitable energy access in
developing countries.

Until now, scientists believed that with better electricity access in the developing world, less time
and effort was needed for tasks related to cooking, water collection, and other housework, which
are typically undertaken by women.

However, the researchers behind the current study, including those from Carnegie Mellon
University(CMU) in the U.S., said it not enough to just look at access, since this does not
adequately consider the local social context and household power dynamics.

As part of the study, the researchers employed a two-part approach to understand how
electrified households in India use energy.

First, they conducted detailed interviews with over 30 women in electrified households which
revealed what appliances were used in each house, and who typically used them.

The scientists then categorized common appliances according to typical use patterns as one of
three types — more male-used, more female-used, or neutral.

According to the study, households tended to have more male-used appliances than neutral,
and more neutral than female-used appliances.

The scientists attributed this difference to the nature of some appliances that are more female-
used, such as sewing machines, mixers, and grinders. However, they said, this gender gap of
electricity use existed even for the least expensive appliances like fans and light bulbs.

While the poorest households in the survey had multiple bulbs and fans, the researchers said,
these were rarely found in kitchen spaces.

The researchers said this was despite interviewees saying that electrification in these places
would make their household duties easier, and free up time for other activities.

Only about a quarter of the women felt that electricity had granted them added time to pursue
activities which they wanted to do outside of housework, the researchers said.

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/Thulasi-Kakkat/
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Many of the women explicitly stated that the appliances purchased in their house were used
predominantly by their children and husband.

The researchers said in these households in Gujarat, where resources were scarce, male use of
electricity was prioritised.

“Other researchers have shown that electricity access can provide important benefits for poorer
households and improve female well-being. However, we suggest that dynamics within the
households can affect the way household members use electricity and thereby maintain or
exacerbate unequal gender relationships,” said study co-author Paulina Jaramillo from CMU.

The same patterns of gender inequality also existed within households in other states, including
Bihar, Jharkhand, and Madhya Pradesh, according to the study.

Households had more male-used appliances, the study said, compared to more female-used
appliances, even when controlling for household income. However, it noted that in female-led
households, these patterns of electricity use did not hold. Some female-led households, the
researchers said, were more likely to have light bulbs and fans in the kitchen, unlike male-led
households.

According to the researchers, women choose to use electricity differently than is typical in male-
led households, reflecting how male-female power differences influence electricity use patterns.
The scientists added that this gender electricity use gap persists for years.

Households continued to have more male-used appliances than female-used appliances a
decade after first receiving electricity, even for relatively wealthier households, the researchers
said.

“Access to electricity is a necessary precondition to achieving many development goals. But it is
not a sufficient one to help developing countries overcome social norms that can drive who
benefits from development,” Jaramillo said.

The researchers concluded that social contexts ultimately shape how sustainable development
interventions unfold.

“When people study sustainable development goals, they tend to look at them in isolation. Our
study advocates for more analysis as to their interactions and develops a framework for which to
do that,” said Daniel Armanios, study co-author from CMU.
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YEAR END REVIEW OF M/O SOCIAL JUSTICE AND
EMPOWERMENT & DEPWD

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment

Year end Review of M/O Social Justice and Empowerment
& DEPwD

Enactment of Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights)
Act 2019 to Provide for Protection of Rights of Transgender
Persons & their Welfare

498247 Persons Benefitted under Assistance for Prevention
of Alcoholism & Substance (DRUG) Abuse Scheme

DEPwD Develops MIS Portal for Stakeholders for Efficient
Monitoring of Accessible India Campaign

Centre for Disability Sports Being Set up in Gwalior to
Provide Training to Divyangjan Sportspersons

Posted On: 26 DEC 2019 11:48AM by PIB Delhi

The vision of the D/o Social Justice & Empowerment is to build an inclusive society wherein
members of the target groups can lead productive, safe and dignified lives with adequate
support for their growth and development. It aims to support and empower its target groups
through programmes of educational, economic and social development and rehabilitation
wherever necessary. The mandate of the Department of Social Justice & Empowerment is
empowerment of the socially, educationally and economically marginalised sections of the
society including (i) Scheduled Castes (ii) other Backward Class (iii) Senior Citizens (iv) Victims
of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse (v) Transgender Persons (vi) Beggars (vii) Denotified and
Nomadic Tribes (DNTs) (viii) Economically Backward Classes (EBCs) and (xi) Economically
Weaker Section (EWS)

1. TRANSGENDER PERSONS (PROTECTION OF RIGHTS) ACT 2019 TO PROVIDE FOR
PROTECTION OF RIGHTS OF TRANSGENDER PERSONS & THEIR WELFARE

    The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill 2019 was passed by the Parliament and
received the assent of President of India on 5th December, 2019. It was passed by the Rajya
Sabha on 26th November, 2019 and already passed by the 17thLok Sabha on 5th August, 2019.
The Act will make all the stakeholders responsive and accountable for upholding the principles
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underlying the Act. It will bring greater accountability on the part of the Central Government and
State Governments/Union Territories Administrations for issues concerning Transgender persons.
The Act will benefit a large number of transgender persons, mitigate the stigma, discrimination
and abuse against this marginalized section and bring them into the mainstream of society. It will
lead to greater inclusiveness and will make the transgender persons productive members of the
society.

VAYOSHRESHTHA SAMMAN TO EMINENT SENIOR CITIZENS AND INSTITUTION2.
    The President of India Shri Ram NathKovind presented the “VayoshreshthaSamman” to the
eminent senior citizens and institutions in recognition of their services towards the cause of the
elderly persons, to mark the “International Day of Older Persons”, at a function in New Delhi on
October 03, 2019.

    The experience of Senior Cit izens are the Plethora of wisdom. The coveted
VayoshreshthaSamman was instituted in the year 2005 and was upgraded to the status of
National Awards in the year 2013. The National Awards were presented in 13 different categories.
Since 2014-15, the Ministry has disbursed Rs. 190.62crores to 1595 NGOs towards the
maintenance of old age homes across the country.

NATIONAL SURVEY ON EXTENT AND PATTERN OF SUBSTANCE (DRUG) ABUSE IN
INDIA

3.

    The Department of Social Justice & Empowerment has assigned the National Survey on Extent
and Pattern of substance (Drugs) Abuse in India to National Drug Dependence Treatment Centre
(NDDTC), AIIMS, New Delhi, which is completed. National Action Plan for Drug Demand
Reduction (NAPDDR) for 2018-25 has also been prepared and implemented, which aims at
reduction of adverse consequences of drug abuse through a multipronged strategy involving
education, de-addiction and rehabilitation of affected individuals and their families. Since 2014-15,
under the scheme the total number of beneficiaries are 4,98,247.

MOU SIGNED BETWEEN DAIC AND DICCI TO EMPOWER SC AND ST COMMUNITIES
THROUGH RESEARCH ON DALIT ENTREPRENEURSHIP

4.

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between Dr. Ambedkar International Centre
(DAIC), Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment and Dalit Indian Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DICCI) in New Delhi on 20th June, 2019 in the presence of Shri Thaawarchand Gehlot,
Union Minister of Social Justice & Empowerment. The overall motives of this MoU is the
empowerment of SC and ST communities through research on Dalit entrepreneurship,
empowerment, skill development capacity building among SC/ST women and youth, impact of
different schemes of the Government on socio-economic conditions of SC and ST and other
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similar subjects.

EMPOWERING SCs& STs5.

Scheme of Dr. Ambedkar Chairs aims to provide well-funded Centres of learning to
intellectuals, academicians and students to undertake studies and research with an
intention to understand assess and disseminate ideas and thoughts of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar.

●

Dr. Ambedkar Scheme for Social Integration through Inter-Caste Marriages is to appreciate
the socially bold step of an Inter-Caste marriage, taken by the newly married couple and to
extend financial incentive to the couple to enable them to settle down in the initial phase of
their married life.

●

Dr. Ambedkar Foundation National Essay Competition Scheme is to encourage writing on
social issues, among the Students of Schools / Colleges / Universities / Institutions and
arouse their interest in Dr. Ambedkar’s thoughts on fundamental social issues like social
justice, removal of untouchability, caste based prejudices, removal of inequality and
discrimination, social democracy, national integration, communal harmony etc.

●

17TH RUN AGAINST DRUG ABUSE6.
    The Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment Shri ThaawarchandGehlot took part in
the 17th Run Against Drug Abuse”, on the occasion of ‘International Day Against Drug Abuse &
Illicit Trafficking’, in New Delhi on June 26, 2019. Since 2014-15, Department of Social Justice &
Empowerment has released Rs. 210.68 Crores towards the Central Sector Scheme of Assistance
for Prevention of Alcoholism and Substance (Drugs) Abuse. Under the scheme the total number
of beneficiaries are 4,98,247 and Since 2014-15, Ministry has assisted 1777 projects of the 1082
NGOs throughout India.

 

DEPARTMENT OF EMPOWERMENT OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES (DEPWD)

DEPwD was created in order to give focused attention to Policy issues and meaningful thrust to
the activities aimed at welfare and empowerment of the Persons with Disabilities.It acts as a
Nodal Agency for matters pertaining to disability and Persons with Disabilities including effecting
closer coordination among different stakeholders: related Central Ministries, State/UT
Governments, NGOs etc. in matters pertaining to disability.
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Its vision is to build an inclusive society in which equal opportunities are provided for the growth
and development of Persons with Disabilities so that they can lead productive, safe and dignified
l ives.I ts mission is toempower Persons with Disabi l i t ies,  through i ts var ious
Acts/Institutions/Organizations and Schemes for rehabilitation and to create an enabling
environment that provides such persons with equal opportunities, protection of their rights and
enables them to participate as independent and productive members of society.

ACHIEVEMENTS OF DEPwD

Cabinet has approved the proposal of establishment of National Institute of Mental Health
Rehabilitation (NIMHR) at Sehore, Madhya Pradesh which has been registered as a
society under Madhya Pradesh Society Registration Act, 1973 on 28th May 2019, with the
objective to promote mental health rehabilitation using an integrated multidisciplinary
approach and developing trained professionals in the area of mental health rehabilitation. It
is being set up on a piece of 25 acre of land allotted by the Government of Madhya
Pradesh along Bhopal-Sehore highway in Madhya Pradesh. Pending construction of
permanent site, NIMHR has been made functional from a temporary accommodation
provided by the Govt. of Madhya Pradesh at Old Zila Panchayat Bhawan, Sehorew.e.f
30.09.2019. It is providing rehabilitation and clinical services and also runs Certificate
Course on Care Giving (CCCG). CPWD has invited tender for construction of building on
turnkey/EPC mode and the bids are under evaluation.

1.

India’s First Country Report on Status of Disability and Implementation of United Nations
Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD)was submitted in
November,2015 was considered and successfully adopted by United Nations on 03rd

September this year along with certain recommendations.

2.

The Government has approved setting up of a Centre for Disability Sports at Gwalior,
Madhya Pradesh with a view to provide contemporary training facilities for Divyang
Sportspersons at par with leading countries in the world. The work order for setting up of
the Centre has been issued to CPWD. A Project Monitoring Committee and a Governing
Body has been constituted by the Department on 28.08.2019 to monitor the project
implementation and overall supervision.

3.

A Cultural Event “Divya Kala Shakti: Witnessing Ability in Disability” was organised on 23rd

July, 2019. The event showcased the talents of children and youth with disabilities from
different parts of the country. It was held in the august presence of Hon’ble President of
India, Hon’ble Vice-President of India, Hon’ble Prime Minister of India, Hon’ble Speaker of
Lok Sabha, Hon’ble Council of Ministers and Hon’ble Members of both the Houses of
Parliament.

4.
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The Extension Centre of National Institute of Empowerment of Persons with Multiple
Disabilities (NIEPMD) at Andaman & Nicobar Islands has been upgraded to Composite
Regional Centre on 19th June, 2019.

5.

DEPwD has developed a Management Information System (MIS) Portal for stakeholders of
Accessible India Campaign (AIC). Shri ThaawarchandGehlot, Union Minister for Social
Justice and Empowerment launched the MIS portal on 18.09.2019.MIS portal will bring all
the nodal Ministries, and States/UTs on a single platform for monitoring the progress being
made against each target of AIC. The portal will be useful in maintaining all the function on
digital platform and capture data on a real-time basis.

6.

Secretary, DEPwD Participated In 22nd Session of UN Committee on CRPD at Geneva
(09 SEP 2019). India is a signatory of the United Nations Convention on Rights of Persons
with Disabilities (UNCRPD). It ratified this Convention on 01-10-2007 in pursuance of
Article 35 of the Convention. India submitted its First Country Report on Status of Disability
in India in November 2015. The UN Committee on CRPD in its 22nd Session took up
India’s First Country Report for consideration during 2nd & 3rd September 2019 at
UNHRC, Geneva.

7.

Observation of World Mental Health Day by DEPwD on 10th October, 2019. DEPwD
observed the “World Mental Health Day” on 10th October, 2019. The Department
undertook a series of

8.

activities during the week by its various National Institutes to raise awareness about Mental
Health issues including identif ication of early signs to prevent aggravation and
rehabilitation/mainstreaming of successfully cured mentally ill persons.

 

The Vice President of India Shri M. Venkiah Naidu Conferred National Awards for
Outstanding Work Done Towards Empowerment of PwDs on International Day of Persons
with Disabilities (3rd December, 2019. He conferred the National Awards on Individuals,
Institutions, Organizations and State/District etc. for their outstanding achievements and
work done towards empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (PwDs).  Union Minister for
Social Justice and Empowerment Shri ThaawarchandGehlot presided over the function.
Ministers of State for Social Justice & Empowerment Shri Krishan Pal Gurjar, Shri

9.



Page 284

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

RamdasAthawale and Shri Rattan Lal Kataria also graced the occasion.
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YEAR END REVIEW 2019 MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various

Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Ministry of Home Affairs

Year End Review 2019 Ministry of Home Affairs

Highlights of Major Decisions/Initiatives of MHA

(Separate Press Releases issued on each topic listed
below)

Posted On: 26 DEC 2019 10:11AM by PIB Delhi

Important Bills Passed by Parliament

Jammu and Kashmir - Abrogation of Article 370 and 35A ; The Jammu and Kashmir
(Reorganisation) Act, 2019; The Jammu and Kashmir Reservation (Amendment) Act,
2019

1.

National Investigation Agency (Amendment) Act, 20192.
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Act, 20193.
Special Protection Group (Amendment) Bill, 2019 – aims to increase operational
efficiency of SPG in ensuring the security of the Prime Minister of India.

4.

Citizenship (Amendment) Bill 2019 – focus on granting Indian Citizenship to persons
belonging to Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, Parsi and Christian communities on
ground of religious persecution in Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh. Marathon
deliberations held by Union Home Minister with various stakeholders from North
East and their concerns against the CAB 2019 addressed in the final Amendment
Act.

5.

Arms (Amendment) Bill, 2019 – enhances the punishment for existing offences like
illegal manufacture, sale, transfer and  illegal acquiring, possessing or carrying
prohibited arms or prohibited ammunition; illicit trafficking of firearms; celebratory
gunfire endangering human life. Arms licenses to be issued for 5 years in electronic
form, which would prevent forgery. The Amendment would reduce possession of
illegal firearms and commission of criminal offences by limiting 2 licenses per
person. Ownership of arms by retired and serving personnel of armed forces and
sportspersons remains unaffected by the Amendment. Further, Ancestral guns may
be retained in a Deactivated State.

6.

Protection of Human Rights (Amendment) Bill, 2019 -  to make the constitution of
NHRC and SHRCs broader and more inclusive.

7.

 Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu (Merger of Union Territories) Bill, 2019 -
Administrative efficiency, better service delivery and effective implementation of 
Central and State Government Schemes to be the focus.

8.
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Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh

 

Abrogation of Article 370 and 35A1.

Historic step to remove Article 370 and 35A of Constitution of India●

Brought JK & Ladakh at par with other States and UTs●

All provisions of Constitution of India, without any modifications or exceptions, to now
apply to JK & Ladakh

●

Laws of Union Government wrt education, empowerment of SC, ST, Minorities etc to
be applicable to JK & Ladakh

●

Boost to local economy and employment opportunities by increasing investment;
Reservation to EWS of society in jobs & educational institutions to apply in JK &
Ladakh

●

Betterment of socio-economic infrastructure in JK & Ladakh●

 

The Jammu and Kashmir (Reorganisation) Act, 20192.
Jammu and Kashmir reorganised into

Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir with legislature, and●

Union Territory of Ladakh without Legislature●

Formally came into force on 31st October, 2019●

Maps of newly formed UTs of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh released●

1st Winter-grade Diesel outlet for Ladakh inaugurated by Union Home Minister; move
to boost tourism in extreme weather conditions

●

 

The Jammu and Kashmir Reservation (Amendment) Act, 20193.
3% reservation in services and educational institutions extended to people living near the
International Border (IB) in J&K, in line with reservation given to people living near the
Line of Control (LoC)

 

Amarnath Yatra4.

3,42,883 yatris had safe and secure Darshan●

Higher by nearly 20%, as compared to 2018●

 

Cabinet approved Inclusion of 5,300 Displaced Persons families of J&K in the
Rehabilitation Package for Displaced Families of PoJK and Chhamb, under the PM’s
Development Package 2015 for Jammu & Kashmir

5.

 

Government Employees of UTs of J&K and Ladakh to get all 7th Central Pay Commission
Allowances from 31st October 2019 - allowances worth around Rs. 4800 crores approved

6.
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for Government employees.
 

Kartarpur Sahib Corridor

 

Union Cabinet passed a resolution on 22nd November 2018 to celebrate the historic
occasion of 550th Birth Anniversary of Sri Guru Nanak Devji in a grand and befitting
manner, throughout the country and across the globe

1.

India signed the Kartarpur Sahib Corridor Agreement with Pakistan on 24th October, 20192.
Indian pilgrims of all faiths to undertake year-round Visa-free travel to Gurudwara Kartarpur
Sahib through Kartarpur Sahib Corridor – a long standing demand of followers of Guru
Nanak Dev ji

3.

State of art Passenger Terminal Building (PTB) developed (estd. project cost – Rs. 400
crore), having modern public amenities and security features; architecture reflecting
cultural heritage of Punjab

4.

54 Immigrations counters at PTB for facilitating travel of over 5000 pilgrims per day5.
4.19 km long, 4-lane highway worth Rs. 120.05 crores built, in record time of 6 months, on
Indian side for giving accessibility for pilgrims to the PTB

6.

Special Trains run from across the country to facilitate pilgrims to visit Sultanpur Lodhi, the
place where Guru Nanak Devji attained enlightenment and developed as Heritage Town

7.

300ft. Monumental National Flag at PTB8.
Online portal (prakashpurb550.mha.gov.in) created to facilitate registration of pilgrims and
provide other important information including Do’s & Dont’s and FAQs

9.

 

Strict Action on Terror and Insurgency

 

National Investigation Agency (Amendment) Act, 20191.

NIA empowered with extra territorial jurisdiction for investigation of terrorism related
offences taking place outside India, in which Indian property/citizens are victims

●

The mandate of NIA is expanded by inclusion of new offences viz. explosive
substances, human trafficking, manufacturing/sale of prohibited arms and cyber
terrorism, to its Schedule

●

 

Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Act, 20192.

Central Government empowered to designate individual as terrorist●

NIA empowered to seize/forfeit property representing proceeds of terrorism in cases
investigated by NIA

●

After recent amendment, 4 Individuals viz., Maulana Masood Azhar, Hafiz Muhammad
Saeed, Zaki ur Rehman Lakhvi and Dawood Ibrahim proscribed as Terrorists

●

Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) banned for another five years under sub-
sections of UAPA, 1967

●

https://prakashpurb550.mha.gov.in/
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Cyber Crime Control3.

National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal (www.cybercrime.gov.in) launched as a citizen
centric initiative to facilitate public for reporting of all types of Cyber Crimes without
visiting Police Station

●

The complaints reported on this portal are accessible online to the law enforcement
agencies of respective States/UTs for taking appropriate action as per law

●

12th India Security Summit on ‘Towards New National Cyber Security Strategy’ held in
New Delhi

●

 

Review Meeting on Left Wing Extremism (LWE)4.

Incidents of LWE violence down from 2258 in 2009 to 833 in 2018●

Number of deaths dropped from 1005 in 2009 to 240 in 2018●

Districts affected by naxal violence reduced from 96 in 2010 to 60 in 2018●

Smart Fencing - Union Home Minister launched BOLD-QIT (Border Electronically
Dominated QRT Interception Technique) under Comprehensive Integrated Border
Management System (CIBMS) on Indo-Bangladesh border in Dhubri district of
Assam, as an effective deterrence against illegal infiltration. Two pilot projects
covering about 71 Kms on Indo-Pakistan Border (10 Kms) and Indo-Bangladesh
Border (61 Kms) of Comprehensive Integrated Border Management System (CIBMS)
have been completed.

5.

International Drug Syndicate busted - largest seizure of contraband drugs by NCB in
India - 20 Kgs of Cocaine, worth Rs. 100 crores, seized.

6.

 

Focus North East

 

National Register of Citizens (NRC), Assam published on 31.08.20191.

A machinery created for detection and deportation of illegal immigrants●

‘In-principle’ approval given for setting up of 1000 additional Foreigners Tribunals
(FTs)

●

‘In-principle’ approval given to Assam Government for creation of e-FT platform (estd.
cost – Rs. 99 crores)

●

 

Government of India, Government of Tripura & National Liberation Front of Twipra
led by Sabir Kumar Debbarma (NLFT-SD) sign Memorandum of Settlement

2.

NLFT (SD) to abjure path of violence, join mainstream and abide by Constitution of
India

●

Agreed to surrender 88 cadres with their weapons●

Cadres to get surrender benefits as per the Surrender-cum-Rehabilitation Scheme,●

http://www.cybercrime.gov.in
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2018
Government of Tripura to help surrendered cadres in housing, recruitment, education
etc.

●

Government of India to consider proposals of State Government for economic
development of tribal areas of Tripura.

●

 

North East Handloom and Handicraft Exhibition inaugurated by Union Home
Minister in Aizawl – focus on tapping huge employment opportunities in the North
East, due to availability of natural resources and presence of traditional culture and
skill, by giving boost to traditional handloom and handicrafts

3.

 

Disaster Management

 

International Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI)1.

launched by Prime Minister during the UN Climate Action Summit in New York on 23rd

September, 2019

●

Knowledge exchange platform on different aspects of disaster and calamity resilience
of infrastructure

●

Assist countries for Infrastructure Development based on risk context and economic
needs

●

Pooling of Technological Expertise of stakeholders●

 

Cyclones Fani, Vayu, Maha and Bulbul2.

Successful coordination of Assistance to States and execution of Rescue &
Rehabilitation and dissemination of timely information to National & Regional Media by
MHA

●

Sensitization Workshop for Nodal Officers dealing with Disaster Management in all
Departments/ Ministries of Central Government held by MHA

●

 

Immediate Visits of Inter Ministerial Central Team (IMCT) and Rescue-Relief Ops3.

Preliminary visits by IMCT for on-the-spot assessment of the flood affected
States without waiting for Memorandum from them

●

IMCT to visit again for detailed damage assessment, after Memorandum
submitted byStates

●

High Level Committee chaired by Union Home Minister approved Rs 4432.10
crore of additional Central assistance to Odisha, Karnataka and Himachal
Pradesh

●

Additional financial assistance of Rs. 1813.75 crore given from National Disaster
Response Fund (NDRF) to flood affected States of Karnataka and Bihar

●
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· 5375 persons rescued and more than 42,000 evacuated by NDRF from various
districts of flood affected states viz. Kerala, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Andhra
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat

· Central Forces successfully evacuated 900 persons from Mahalaxmi Express
stranded in flood in Maharashtra

· NDRF evacuated more than 11,000 people from flood affected areas of Assam
& Bihar

 

India hosted SCOJtEx-2019 for the 1st time4.

Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) Joint Exercise (SCOJtEx)-2019 on Urban
Earthquake Search & Rescue organized in New Delhi

●

Home Minister chaired 10th Meeting of Heads of Departments of SCO Member States,
dealing with the prevention and Elimination of Emergency Situations

●

SCOJtEx  to facilitate collective preparedness & building a common understanding of
internationally recognized procedures to co-ordinate post-earthquake responses

●

This joint exercise with SCO member states to be helpful in developing personal
understanding amongst counterpart teams to tackle any disaster situation

●

 

India hosted 1st International Conference on ‘Landslides Risk Reduction and
Resilience’ in New Delhi

5.

Heat Wave 2020: Two-Day Workshop on Preparedness, Mitigation and Management
of Heat Wave held in Bengaluru

6.

Experts from 33 countries participated in International Workshop on Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure-2019, held in New Delhi.

7.

 

Pride of the Nation - Security Forces

 

Increasing Age of Retirement of CAPFs Personnel to 60 years1.

Ensuring Uniformity in Age of Retirement for Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs)
personnel

●

More than 7 Lakh personnel to be benefitted●

 

Organized Group ‘A’ Services Status to Officers of CAPFs2.
Grant of Consequential Benefits of Non Functional Financial Upgradation (NFFU) and
Non Functional Selection Grade (NFSG)

 

National Police University (NPU)3.
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‘In-Principle’ approval given for establishing NPU●

100 acres land made available for it●

4. Two day National Conference on ‘Criminal Activities and Radicalization in Jails:
Vulnerability of Inmates and Jail Staff and their Protection’ organized by Bureau of
Police Research & development (BPR&D)

State-of-art building of Delhi Police Headquarters inaugurated in New Delhi5.
 

Census of India - 2021

 

Foundation Stone of ‘Janganana Bhawan’ laid; Census 2021 to be conducted in 16
languages

1.

All India Conference of State Coordinators, Directors of Census Operations for
Census of India 2021 and updation of National Population Register in the country
held

2.

Launch of a Census App and Census Portal3.

The Mobile App for Pre—Test Data Collection started from 12.08.2019 released on
Google Play Store

●

Census Management and Monitoring Portal (CMMP) operationalized●

‘Pen-Paper Census' to be transformed to a 'Digital Census' in Census 2021●

 

National Unity

‘Rashtriya Ekta Diwas’1.

Celebrated across the country with fanfare●

‘Run For Unity’ organised throughout India – over 25,000 participated in New Delhi
alone

●

 

‘Sardar Patel National Unity Award’2.

Government of India instituted Highest Civilian Award for contribution to Unity and
Integrity of India

●

Notification issued by Ministry of Home Affairs on 20th September, 2019●

President of India to confer the Award by a Sanad under his hand and seal●

Presentation ceremony to be held along with the Padma Award presentation
ceremony in Rashtrapati Bhawan

●

Award to consist of a medal and a citation●

 

Inter-State Council Meetings3.
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North, West and East Zonal Councils Meetings organised by MHA●

To foster Inter-State co-operation and co-ordination in the field of economic and social
planning, border disputes, linguistic minorities or inter-State transport etc.

●

Issues having Centre-State and inter-State ramifications resolved with consensus,
after due deliberations

●

 

Emergency Response Support System (ERSS- Dial 112) launched; operational in 28
States/UTs

4.

Single emergency number (112)●

Step towards building a SMART Police force - Citizen Centric Service to strengthen
proactive community policing

●

Computer aided dispatch of field resources to the location of distress●

Citizens can send their emergency information through call, sms, email and through
the 112 India mobile app.

●

MHA has sanctioned Rs. 100 crores from Nirbhaya Fund for setting up/strengthening
of Women Help Desks in Police Stations, with a view of making police stations more
women friendly and approachable.

●

 

National Launch of Private Security Agency Licensing Portal5.

Online portal to ensure transparency in licensing in Private Security sector and give a
boost to its credibility

●

Initiative to give a pan-India profile to the online licensing process – boost employment
opportunities in the sector

●

Easy online access of criminal records from across the country – facilitate easy online
police verification of security guards

●

Unified Portal for Licensing of Eating Houses/ Lodging Houses in NCT of Delhi
launched

6.

· Single window online system, under Digital India programme, to improve Ease of Doing
Business and encourage entrepreneurs to start up new businesses in Food and
Beverages sector.

A people-friendly system to prevent corruption by infusion of transparency and
increase compliance with rules and regulations by all stakeholders through simplifying
and rationalizing the regulatory processes (registration & inspection).

●

 

Bilateral Agreements/MoUs

 

India and Uzbekistan signed Security Cooperation Agreement1.
MoU between India and Indonesia on combating illicit trafficking in narcotic drugs,
psychotropic substances and its precursors

2.
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MoUs signed between India and Saudi Arabia in the field of combating illicit trafficking
and smuggling of Narcotic Drugs, Psychotropic Substances and Chemical Precursors

3.

 

MoU signed between India and Myanmar on bilateral cooperation for Prevention of
Trafficking in Persons

4.

       5. MoU between India and USA to access tip line reports on Missing and Exploited
Children

Foreigners

 

1. Liberalization of Medical Visa Regime

· Facilitation by non-requirement of conversion of primary visa into medical visa,
when a foreigner seeks admission into a hospital owing to an illness

 

*****
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-12-27

VICE PRESIDENT ASKS POLICY MAKERS TO PLACE
CITIZEN WELFARE AT THE CENTER OF GOVERNANCE

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency & Accountability
including Right to Information and Citizen Charter

Vice President's Secretariat

Vice President asks policy makers to place citizen welfare
at the center of governance

Calls upon every Indian to commit to accountability and
transparency on Good Governance Day

Pays rich tributes to Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee on his birth
anniversary

Attends Telugu poetry recital program "Padya Vaibhavam"

Emphasizes the need to protect and promote Indian
languages

Posted On: 25 DEC 2019 7:34PM by PIB Delhi
The Vice President of India Shri M Venkaiah Naidu today called upon policy makers to place the
welfare of the citizens at the center of governance and strive to uplift the poor and downtrodden
sections of society. He said that improving the service delivery mechanism so that the benefits
of schemes reach the most deserving one was an important aspects of good governance.

Speaking after paying floral tributes to former Prime Minister of India, Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee
on his birth anniversary at Swarna Bharat Trust in Vijayawada today, Shri Naidu called upon
every citizen to commit to accountability and transparency in all aspects of life and strive to uplift
the poor and downtrodden sections of society.

Describing Shri Vajpayee as a true statesmen and charismatic leader, the Vice President lauded
him for the invaluable contributions for the country’s progress.

"His inspirational speeches, peppered with wit and poetry helped him connect with millions of
Indians across class and caste divides. As Prime Minister, he won accolades for reducing the
role of government in running businesses and for pioneering a connectivity revolution in India,"
he said

The Vice President also witnessed the Telugu poetry recital performance by Shri Sharat
Chandra during the event "Padya Vaibhavam" at Swarna Bharat Trust.  He said that the best
way to preserve or promote any language was to use it extensively in everyday life. He stressed
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the need to protect and preserve Indian languages and said the language was lifeline of a
culture.

Describing "Padyam" as an invaluable asset inherited by Telugu People, the Vice President said
that legendary poets like Nannaya, Potana, and others have taught life lessons, values, and
ethics through their writings.

Stating that the tradition of poetry recital dates back to thousands of years, Shri Naidu said that
the specialty of Telugu poems lies in their ability to reach literary geniuses and masses at the
same time. He also said that one must know about "Padyam" and the tradition of Telugu Poetry
for better understanding of Telugu literature and heritage.

Emphasizing the need for promotion of the rich and unique tradition of Padyams, Shri Naidu said
that efforts must be made to take it to youth and children of the present generation. He asked
the youth to learn as many languages as possible without ignoring their native language. “You
should speak in your mother tongue at your home”, he said.

During the event, the Vice President also inaugurated a medical camp organized by Capital
Hospitals at Swarna Bharat Trust.

Supreme Court Judges Justice N V Ramana, L. Nageswara Rao, Chief Justice of Andhra
Pradesh High Court, Shri J.K Maheshwari and Madhya Pradesh High Court Judge and Justice
Satish Chandra Sharma were among the dignitaries who graced the occasion.

*****

VRRK/MS/MSY/RK
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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2019-12-28

WHY WE NEED TO REVISIT THE NATIONAL NUTRITION
STRATEGY

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Poverty & Hunger and related issues

-By Pawan Agarwal

There is now a new nutrition reality, based on fresh scientific evidence in three related areas.

First, there is evidence now that undernutrition (stunting, wasting, underweight) and overweight
and obesity co-exist and promote each other. Second, that unsafe food directly or indirectly
affects nutrition outcomes. Finally, that poor eating habits adversely impact digestion and hence
nutrition.

A series of studies and articles published by The Lancet during 2019 establishes that both
undernutrition and overweight and obesity co-exist. Historically, these were seen in two distinct
silos and policies and interventions to address them followed different trajectories. Now there is
evidence that both build on each other throughout life and across generations. Both can be
addressed more effectively together, simultaneously. The Lancet calls it a double burden of
nutrition (DBM).

DBM is defined as wasting in more than 15 per cent and stunting in more than 30 per cent of
children aged 0–4 years, thinness in women (body-mass index < 18.5 mg/kg2) in more than 20
per cent females aged 15-49 years and adult or child overweight. With overweight prevalence
threshold of 20 per cent, it is found in 48 countries including India, with 30 per cent threshold in
35 countries and with 40 per cent threshold in 10 countries. It is no more possible to
characterise countries as low-income and undernourished, or high income and only concerned
with obesity.

In India, 47 million people are stunted, 25 million people are wasted, and 196 million suffer from
chronic hunger. About 500 million suffer from vitamin or mineral deficiencies. At the same time,
over 180 million are overweight or obese, including 3 million children under the age of five years.

Increases in the number of overweight are often a result of changes in the food system that
make less nutritious food cheaper and more accessible, as well as due to decrease in physical
activity due to major technological shifts in the workplace, home, and transportation. Risk of
overweight and obesity is greater among the higher-wealth households and urban areas, but in
several countries, the risk of the DBM is starting to concentrate among people with low incomes
and in rural areas.

Since, the DBM is driven through interconnected biological pathways, along with broader
societal and ecological factors within the new nutrition reality, the interventions and programmes
that seek to address undernutrition and overweight / obesity must therefore be taken up
simultaneously.

The second reality is that food safety impacts nutrition. Unsafe food causes more than 200
diseases, and hence food safety is usually seen as a public health or medical issue. New
studies suggest more complex, long-term impact of unsafe food that include child stunting and
even obesity. It is now established that unsafe food can affect nutrition and health outcomes
both directly and indirectly. Infection by food-borne pathogens can result in poor absorption of
nutrients from food, particularly of vitamins and minerals that impact the nutritional status of an
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individual.

Undernutrition and associated immune deficiencies increase an individual’s susceptibility to
infection. Combination of foodborne illness and undernutrition can spiral into a vicious cycle of
worsening health, with particular impact on vulnerable early life stages where poor nutritional
outcomes can lead to stunted growth, carrying a lifetime of consequences.

Finally, it is now established that the right eating habits are a key to proper digestion. Our
grandparents have always told us about it, and yet with rapidly changing lifestyles, time-tested
“right eating habits” are followed more in the breach. These habits include simple things like
chewing your food properly, having meals at the right time following the circadian clock, and
having enough water–but between the meals, and not with the meals.

There is now robust scientific evidence on how poor eating habits have long term impact on the
health of individuals, and cause for obesity and many lifestyle diseases. Many people have
benefitted and prevented dreadful diseases and death merely by adopting proper eating habits.

There are many causes for malnutrition and undernutrition in various forms, and thus this cannot
be addressed through siloed interventions. The food system is the common denominator of all
forms of malnutrition, and addressing these challenges together requires integrated actions to
improve food safety and nutrition and develop a food system that provides all people with safe,
healthy and affordable diets.

Changes in the food system have to be made so that outputs per unit of water, energy, land and
other inputs are optimised and footprint of agriculture and non-farm activities in the food system
are managed with the planetary boundaries. The food system should provide people with diets
that are sustainable.

Right from the World Declaration on Nutrition in 1992, nutrition plans have focussed only on
undernutrition. For the first time, 2014 Rome Declaration on Nutrition laid down dietary-related
non-communicable diseases targets. Since then several countries have fixed obesity-related
targets along with undernutrition targets, but these targets adopted separate strategies and have
different plans.

India’s national nutrition policy (NNP) of 1993 focussed on undernutrition through supplementary
nutrition and deficiencies of iron and Vitamin A. The 2018 national nutrition strategy continued
the same with interventions around nutrition and healthcare of infants and young children,
mothers, adolescents and address deficiencies of iron and Vitamin A.

Even though the strategy recognised that there was a small but increasing percentage of
children at greater risk for non-communicable diseases such as diabetes and cardiovascular
heart disease, there are no specific interventions in the 2018 strategy, nor does it recognise the
interconnection between undernutrition, obesity and overweight.

To implement the 2018 strategy, the national nutrition mission was launched. It focussed on the
first 1,000 days of a child’s life, convergence across ministries, real-time monitoring of work and
performance incentives for frontline workers and rota-virus vaccination to prevent diarrhoea.

With these interventions, there has been some progress. Comprehensive national nutrition
survey (2016-18) has shown that stunting has come down to 34.7 per cent from 38.4 per cent
noted in the National Family Health Survey in 2015-16. During the same period, wasting came
down to 17.3 per cent from 21.0 per cent and underweight to 33.4 per cent from 35.7 per cent.
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This is not good enough. India is still placed at a rank of 102 out of 117 countries in the global
hunger index. This is way below China’s rank of 25, or even our south Asia neighbours, Sri
Lanka (67), Myanmar (68), Nepal (72), and Bangladesh (86).

Poor progress on undernutrition is possibly due to the double burden of malnutrition which calls
for an integrated approach and simultaneous action to address undernutrition and obesity and
overweight together.

Unsafe food could be another reason. Our recent national milk survey has shown that over 5 per
cent of the milk samples had Aflatoxin M1 above permissible levels. Aflatoxin, a natural food
contaminant, may lead to stunting and growth impairment in children, not only reducing their
chances of long and productive lives, but perhaps also making them more susceptible to other
illnesses. An unhealthy eating is often another factor.

Addressing multiple dimensions and various forms of malnutrition requires an integrated policy,
coherent action, and total transformation of the country’s food system.

There is an urgent need to revisit the 2018 national nutrition strategy so that we can move
quickly towards achieving the goal of eradicating hunger and preventing malnutrition in all its
forms.

The author is Secretary to the Government of India and CEO, FSSAI.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/global-hunger-index-why-india-trails-6072465/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/global-hunger-index-why-india-trails-6072465/


Page 299

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-12-28

MORE THAN 1 CR HOUSES SANCTIONED UNDER
PMAY(U) – HUGE JOB OPPORTUNITIES IN
CONSTRUCTION AND ALLIED SECTORS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs

More than 1 Cr Houses Sanctioned Under PMAY(U) – Huge
Job Opportunities In construction And Allied Sectors

Total Investment over Rs. 6 Lakh Cr- Central Assistance of
Rs.1.5 Lakh Cr - RS. 60,000 Cr Already Released

1.20 Cr Jobs Created so far Under PMAY-Urban

Cement Consumption Estimated at 178 Lakh MT While
Steel Consumption Estimated at 40 Lakh MT

Posted On: 27 DEC 2019 3:27PM by PIB Delhi

          Shri Hardeep S Puri, Minister of State(I/C) for Housing & Urban Affairs has informed that out
of a validated demand of 1.12 Cr houses in urban areas, 1 Cr houses have already been
sanctioned. Further, a total of 57 Lakh houses are in various stages of construction of which,
nearly 30 Lakh houses have been completed. Compared to the earlier JnNURM scheme, PMAY
(U) has achieved 10 times more in a span of 4.5 years, whereas the earlier scheme had taken 10
years to achieve a significantly less number.  Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban), [PMAY (U)], is
one of the largest affordable housing programmes in the world.

          Shri DurgaShanker Mishra, Secretary, Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs has informed that
the Mission has covered a range of social groups which comprises of around 5.8 Lakh senior
citizens, 2 Lakh construction workers, 1.5 Lakh domestic workers, 1.5 Lakh artisans, 0.63 Lakh
differently-abled (Divyang), 770 transgender and 500 leprosy patients as of now. Empowerment of
women is an inbuilt design of the scheme where the ownership of the house is in the name of
female head of household or in the joint name.

          The implementation of PMAY (U), has induced a remarkable investment in housing sector
especially in the affordable housing segment. The houses sanctioned so far under the Mission
involve an investment of about Rs. 5.70 Lakh Cr with Central Assistance of Rs. 1.6 Lakh Cr. The
Central Government is contributing Rs.1.00 Lakh to Rs.2.67 Lakh for each house under different
verticals of the scheme. As on date, nearly Rs. 60,000 Cr of Central Assistance hasalready been
released. Presently, works of aboutRs. 3 Lakh Cr is ongoing and by the time Mission accomplishes
its target of 1.12 Cr houses, the entire activity will trigger an investment of more than Rs. 7 Lakh Cr.

Year-on-Year houses sanctioned under PMAY(U)
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(ISSR+AHP+BLC+CLSS)

 

Houses Completed under PMAY(U)

 The scheme promotes a synergetic partnership of the people and the Governments. In
consonance of the Mission Guidelines, States/ UTs are also contributing a substantial amount of Rs
1-2 Lakh on an average which can go upto Rs 6 Lakh per house. Beneficiaries are also contributing
their share in the range ofRs. 2 Lakh to Rs. 5 Lakhper house.

          In order to supplement the additional requirement of providing the Central Assistance, over
and above the budgetary support, Government has made a provision for raising Extra Budgetary
Resources (EBR) to the tune of Rs. 60,000 Cr of which, Rs. 38,000 Cr have already been raised
and disbursed. Government has also created an Affordable Housing Fund (AHF) in the National
Housing Bank (NHB) with an initial corpus of Rs. 10,000 Cr using priority sector lending shortfallof
banks/financial institutions for micro financing of the HFCs

          The Credit Linked Subsidy for the Middle Income Group (MIG) was introduced for the first
time in the housing sector with effect from 1 January 2017. The MIG beneficiaries with annual
income upto Rs. 18 Lakh are eligible for claiming interest subsidy on their housing loans. For the
MIG, the Government has increased the area of house up to 200 sq. m. This in turn has a
significant impact on banking sector and in enhancing the investment in the housing sector.
Government has developed a web based real time monitoring system called “CLSS Awas Portal
(CLAP)” to ensure people’s participation and transparency leading to efficient delivery and
minimising grievances.

          In addition to this, the construction activity under the scheme has had a huge impact on the
other sectors of the economy with a multiplier effect in employment generation.  Approximately
around 1.20 Cr employment has been generated through forward and backward linkages with
about 250 auxiliary industries like, steel, brick kilns, cement, paint, hardware, sanitary etc.

          Due to investment being made in the scheme, around 568Lakh metric tonne of cement would
be required for sanctioned houses; out of which 178 Lakh Metric Tonof cement has already been
consumed through completed houses. Around 130Lakh tonne of steel is required for the sanctioned
houses; around 40LakhMetric Tonof steel has already been consumed in the completed houses.
It also has an impact on livelihood, transport sector, skill development, horticulture, landscape
development sector etc.

          Government has identified many alternative and innovative technologies through a Global
Housing Technology Challenge- India. This will usher a paradigm shift in the construction
technology in India and will propel in a host of economic activities. 6 Light House Projects are
being executed in six states across the country which will act as live laboratories demonstrating
innovative, proven construction technologies for speedier and cost-effective construction of houses
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which are sustainable green, eco-friendly and disaster resilient.

          The Ministry has launched angikaar- a campaign for change management.  The campaign
address and enables beneficiaries to adapt to life transformation that comes with shifting to a newly
constructed house.  The campaign has also converged with other government schemes like
Ayushman Bharat and Ujjawala so that beneficiaries can avail the benefits of these schemes.
Currently more than 12 Lakh households have been covered through this campaign which is
ongoing and will conclude on January 26th 2020.
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-12-28

NOW 125 CRORE RESIDENTS OF INDIA HAVE
AADHAAR

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: E-governance - applications, models, successes, limitations, and
potential incl. Aadhaar & Digital power

Ministry of Electronics & IT

Now 125 crore residents of India have Aadhaar

At the end of the year 2019, Aadhaar saturation across the
country crosses 125 crores

Posted On: 27 DEC 2019 11:31AM by PIB Delhi

The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) announced a new milestone achieved by the
Aadhaar project – crossing of the 125 crore mark. This means that over 1.25 billion residents of
India have the 12-digit unique identity.

The achievement comes along with the rapidly increasing use of Aadhaar as the primary identity
document by the Aadhaar holders. This is evident from the fact that Aadhaar-based
authentication services have been used close to 37,000 crore times since inception. At present
UIDAI receives about 3 crore authentication requests every day.

Also, residents are more inclined on keeping their details in Aadhaar updated. UIDAI recorded
close to 331 crore successful Aadhaar updates (biometric and demographic) till date. At present
UIDAI receives about 3-4 lakh Aadhaar updates request every day.
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2019-12-28

UNION HRD MINISTER SHRI RAMESH POKHRIYAL
‘NISHANK’ LAUNCHES5 DOCUMENTS COVERING THE
5 VERTICALS OF QUALITY MANDATE IN HIGHER
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

Ministry of Human Resource Development

Union HRD Minister Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’
launches5 documents covering the 5 verticals of Quality
Mandate in Higher Educational Institutions

Student evaluation plays a crucial role in improving the
quality of Higher Education in the country: HRD Minister

Posted On: 26 DEC 2019 8:29PM by PIB Delhi

Union Human Resource Development Minister Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ launched the 5
documents developed by UGC covering the 5 verticals of Quality Mandate in New Delhi today.
These five documents cover evaluation reforms, eco-friendly and sustainable university
campuses, human values & professional ethics, faculty induction and academic research
integrity.

Speaking on the occasion Shri Nishank said that to improve the quality in Higher Educational
Institutions, University Grants Commission has adopted the Higher Education Quality
Improvement Programme Mandate. The quality mandate aims at evolving higher education
system to equip country’s next generation with vital skills, knowledge and ethics for leading a
rewarding life.

Union Minister of Human Resource Development ShriRamesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ said that
student evaluation plays a crucial role in improving thequality of Higher Education in the country.
In order to make student assessment moremeaningful, effective and linked to ‘Learning
Outcomes’, the report ‘Evaluation Reforms inHigher Educational Institutions in India’ is very
timely and beneficial for HEIs.
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Further referring to SATAT- Framework for Eco-Friendly and Sustainable Campusdevelopment
in Higher Educational Institutions, he said that the framework encouragesuniversities to adopt
reflective policies and practices to enhance the environmental quality of thecampus and to adopt
sustainable green and sustainable methods in its future.

Recognising the need to discuss and streamline the process that helps to infuse the culture
ofhuman values and ethics in educational institutions, UGC has also developed a
policyframework- “MulyaPravah – Guidelines for Inculcation of Human values and
ProfessionalsEthics in Higher Educational Institutions”.

In addition, he hoped that the Guidelines for Guru-Dakshta – A guide to Faculty
InductionProgramme (FIP) will fulfill its main objective to sensitise and motivate the faculty to
adoptlearner centred approaches, ICT integrated learning and new pedagogic approaches to
teaching-learning, assessment tools in higher education

Speaking on the occasion, the Minister emphasized the importance of promoting highquality
research and creation of new knowledge by faculty members. He lauded UGC’s effortsfor setting
up a Consortium for Academic and Research Ethics (UGC-CARE) to continuouslymonitor and
identify quality journals across disciplines. He also hoped that CARE website andReference List
of Quality Journals will be useful to create more awareness and help the cause ofpromoting
academic integrity and ethical publishing.

*****
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NEED A DIFFERENT APPROACH TO ADDRESS CHILD
MALNUTRITION

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Poverty & Hunger and related issues

Prime indicator: Underweight is highly correlated with child morbidity and reflects the nutritional
status.   | Photo Credit: Sanjit Das/Bloomberg

Globally over 200 million children below five years of age are chronically malnourished causing
persistent problem in middle- and low-income countries. Though India’s National Family Health
Surveys (NFHS) show that there has been a decline in child malnutrition numbers in the country,
various studies show that the rate of decline is very slow, and India is still fighting a tough battle.

Now, a team from Harvard and Cambridge University has assessed district-level trends in the
prevalence of malnutrition and how wealth disparity plays a role in five important malnutrition
indicators such as stunting, underweight, wasting, low birth weight, and anaemia. The
researchers analysed the NFHS-4 data of 2015-16 and noted that among the four indicators,
anaemia was highly prevalent at 54.6%, across the poorest of the poor in Rajasthan, Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh and Telangana.

The team also placed each district under four categories — disparity, pitfall, intensity or
prosperity — based on the overall burden and wealth disparity.

Wealth disparities in underweight children were seen across all districts with Gujarat, Jharkhand
and Bihar having the worst disparities and Mizoram, Nagaland and Manipur having the least.
“Underweight is highly correlated with child morbidity and is reflective of the current
environmental and nutritional status of the child. Hence, underweight is arguably a more relevant
and straightforward indicator to monitor for progress in child malnutrition,” explains Dr. Rockli
Kim from the Harvard Center for Population and Development Studies, U.S. in an email to The
Hindu. She is the corresponding author of the paper recently published in SSM- Population
Health.

The paper adds that for stunting and underweight, the north and central region of India which
includes Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Jharkhand were composed primarily of “pitfall” and “intensity”
districts.

The team explains that though the Government of India’s new initiative National Nutrition
Mission (NNM) has led to a progressive decline in child malnutrition, the decline has been slow
and the improvements have not been equally distributed across the population. “Our work
provides estimates to inform policies and interventions to target areas with the highest overall
burden and the worst wealth disparity in child nutritional status. Even within well-performing
districts, there can be gross inegalitarian malnutrition outcomes,” explains S.V. Subramanian
from the Department of Population Health and Geography at Harvard University in an email to
The Hindu. He is one of the authors of the paper.

“Districts where the prevalence of malnutrition is uniformly high likely require a different
intervention strategy compared with districts where prevalence is high but disproportionately
shouldered amongst poorer households within the district. It is important to make sure progress
on child nutrition is made both effectively and equitably,” he adds.
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GOVERNANCE INDEX: ON STUDY OF STATES ON
GOVERNANCE

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency & Accountability
including Right to Information and Citizen Charter

The nation-wide comparative study of States on governance carried out by the Government of
India, as seen in the Good Governance Index (GGI), is a welcome exercise to incentivise States
to competitively deliver on public services to the citizens. This is not the first time that
benchmarking of States has been carried out. Different agencies including NITI Aayog, the
government’s policy think-tank, are evaluating the States on different parameters. The findings
of the GGI’s inaugural edition are significant in many respects. Although Tamil Nadu has always
had the reputation of being a better-run State, it is only now that it is ranked first in any study of
this kind. Its strength has been the ability to ensure stable and smooth delivery of services
without much ado. But it is not the only southern State to have put up an impressive
performance. Three of its neighbours are among the top 10 of the big 18 States, one of the three
groups formed for the study with the north-east and hill States and Union Territories being the
other two. Of course, traditionally, the south has been ahead of others in several parameters of
development. What is more significant about the GGI is that the dubiously-labelled “BIMARU”
States are seeking to catch up with others in development. Of the nine sectors, Rajasthan, a
“BIMARU” State, has finished within the top 10 in five sectors, Madhya Pradesh in four and Uttar
Pradesh in three. In agriculture and allied sectors, almost all the “BIMARU” States are within the
top 10 category and in human resources development, U.P. and Bihar figure. In the composite
ranking, Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh are ranked fourth and ninth, respectively. The key
message is that these northern States can catch up with others in due course of time, if the
political leadership shows the will to overcome historical obstacles and stays focused on
development.

Any index of this nature is bound to have some shortcomings, at least in the first round, a
feature that the framers of the GGI have acknowledged. Some indicators — farmers’ income,
prevalence of micro irrigation or water conservation systems and inflow of industrial investment
— have been left out. The indicator, “ease of doing business”, has been given disproportionate
weight in the sector of commerce and industries, to the virtual exclusion of growth rate of major
and micro, small and medium enterprises. Moreover, there will always be an unending debate
over which indicators — process-based or outcome-based — should get more importance in the
design of such a study. Notwithstanding these shortcomings, what is noteworthy is that the
Centre has made an attempt to address the problem of the absence of a credible and uniform
index for an objective evaluation of the States and Union Territories. It goes without saying that
the GGI requires fine-tuning and improvement. But that does not take away the inherent strength
of the work that has been accomplished, keeping in mind India’s size and complexity.
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